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Looking for your 

feedback 
 

We will announce the members 
of Class VIII soon! The chance 
to kick off a new class gives us 
the opportunity to reflect a little, 
and we would like to get some 
feedback from Dental 
Champions. If you are a Dental 
Champion and have no yet 
taken our short survey, please 
take just five minutes to respond 
today. Click on the link.  
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

OHK staff educates children 
at summer program  

on healthy habits 
 

We were delighted when Parents as 
Teachers USD 501 asked us to come do 
an educational session with the Deer 
Creek Community Center summer drop 
in program children. Marcia and Doug 
excitedly spoke to a group of 30 school-
aged (5-14) children about healthy eating 
and drinking habits.  Children were then 
to walk through each activity center: one 
on sugary beverages, one on good 
choices in food, one to draw a poster on 
the topic of dental health, and a tooth 
brushing center. The children were 
surprised to learn how much sugar was in 
beverages AND foods. They practiced 
counting each teaspoon of sugar in a 
drink and how to read labels. They 
learned which foods are every day foods 
and which ones are special foods, for 
special occasions, such as cake and 
candy as well as the importance of 
drinking fluoridated water. The children 
were also shown how to properly brush 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhkKvxqWc2-WC9P8Iadp32e2puMOCFoO7wkA_Ne7Y9IGK6t7C3hhV-ByG7wmvytC0_pDUqSWMfi45KSvBX_T6hBRK0fFnE0TuE0tf6vimlYYU5_dZ3oHRwiSFdgYZOOU9bZqseJW0BW9jRcW1k8pW6M=&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==


Be an exhibitor  
at our conference  

 

Exhibitor early bird registration 
ends September 12. Sign up!  
 

OHK's annual conference is 
November 3-5 in Overland 
Park. This year's theme is 
"Igniting Collective Impact: 
Inspiring Communities. The 
conference this year will engage 
oral health advocates and 
practitioners in conversations 
about the collective approaches 
we all can take to inspire 
communities to make big 
differences in improving the oral 
health of their residents.  
 

Exhibitors will participate on 
November 4 as well as have an 
opportunity to attend the day's 
sessions! If interested email 
Sonia.  

 

 
  

 
Learn about our 

Thirsty for Health 
project 

 

Are you familiar with OHK's 
Thirsty for Health project? It is a 
three-year project proposed by 
Oral Health Kansas under the 
"Improving Public Health 
Through Access To And 
Consumption Of Water" 
initiative initiative through the 
Kansas Health Foundation. 
OHK's goal is to implement a 
comprehensive plan to improve 
school policies that will increase 
access to and student demand 
for drinking water throughout the 
school day.  
 

their teeth, using a mouth model.  
 

 
 

Bad teeth and good teeth.  
Note: the tap/fluoridated water. 

Someone was listening! 
 

 
 

Marcia is showing the children 
good choice foods 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAj9968HZMD7fFDTw898m7ibtdkHLv5nA82oaBkLBmhOxIdfR-R4ZXElhRW44t7skFz_uUcfRiOH4X0XOMxqXqD1Uyd3RhRhWG1lY5T5FGRBg4eXIiEmbui7W8sUzMOL4WjNIc3mdJXbNCYUkPUWcgYyxlw3lIFVXf-NmKMfeDi7-&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
mailto:solmos@ohks.org


Now that school is soon starting, 
this is a project educators and 
administrators will want to know 
more about and be involved!  
 

Go to our website to learn 
more!  
 

 
 

  

 
Introduction to Power 

Analysis webinar 
 

The oral health coalitions are 
participating in a webinar and 
you should too! Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

Introduction to Power Analysis 
is a webinar designed to help 
oral health coalition members 
identify and work with key 
people in their communities who 
can help meet the goals of 
improving oral health. 
 

By participating in this webinar, 
you will have the opportunity to: 

 Learn how to use and 
benefit from the visual 
and interactive power 
analysis tool 

 Critically explore the 
meaning of power used 
by individuals and 
organizations in 
communities  

 Practice how to engage 
individuals and groups 
with power for the 
purpose of making 
positive change that 
supports justice and 
equity for all 

 
 

Doug is teaching the children  
how to read labels 

 

  

 

 

Medicaid rate cuts  
hamper dental services 

 

One of the state budget balancing 
strategies this year was to cut KanCare 
(Kansas' Medicaid program) rates by four 
percent. The cut, which went into effect 
last month, is hampering an already-
stressed Medicaid dental provider 
network in Kansas, and Kansas dentists 
are speaking out about it. This week, the 
KHI News Service, along with Kansas 
Public Radio, published stories about the 
effect the KanCare rate cut is having on 
dental services. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhkKvxqWc2-WlXW-NlC53G696GlrYCknYyt3eTfgzHEf-Q3XPdnG9ymRKMnphgyY3AqVWBYpSDnscfBNItuH5EiL9Wbv3I1vBsy0w1hBBUry4O1PDp7GypcOJIxj81Tebdd1n6TsSzP0FWaPiZbpYq0=&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhkKvxqWc2-W8qzmUC4gwswPPqyitrpRxX-r_ylFeOICTMwoPSv6xKGN958NGh6zkqTJPL1rvrQYzDQ4CfVqVgko9cJ5f2PazLmc92NaYTMiF2U7BxcFVh-lVJWtugd2OhBvbnadVXXf-FgxYS4e1LhmEvLd4aM5c1wEczeHgqLWF2CFfgHSQkd0cMtYfQi7fLL-70lA54Y6tpOUyVsl4FLzLg1FZKtAEri43m9Ff39J&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhkKvxqWc2-WcSLgz0rZTg3JXBe7S1VIODlilU4ZLF9KVsGgNsU2gLO1dwR-F2hZsrcVpw7nrg2F8Scb16C4baSuwHloU7a3MHCm9d-NqKcOfoo46ZHxAxRfB1_mGPLMTQ2nYNvk7nJ29eEkOKh1hJrO7pF_nMMInPUljCAChfPu1XN1JHuZMnd5llvSgat_yJOWLCR-3G8Yuizwwz8DvWkTaoeDnJB7GdRHnwo32fBqoTt6pdE7fX8HM_q0OZo3eA==&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhkKvxqWc2-WcSLgz0rZTg3JXBe7S1VIODlilU4ZLF9KVsGgNsU2gLO1dwR-F2hZsrcVpw7nrg2F8Scb16C4baSuwHloU7a3MHCm9d-NqKcOfoo46ZHxAxRfB1_mGPLMTQ2nYNvk7nJ29eEkOKh1hJrO7pF_nMMInPUljCAChfPu1XN1JHuZMnd5llvSgat_yJOWLCR-3G8Yuizwwz8DvWkTaoeDnJB7GdRHnwo32fBqoTt6pdE7fX8HM_q0OZo3eA==&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==


Sign up here to register!  
 

Presenter:  Gloria Medina, 
Training Director at SCOPE, an 
organization that successfully 
builds grassroots power to 
create social and economic 
justice.   
 

 
 

  

 
Share KanCare  

feedback with CMS 
 

At last week's KanCare 
stakeholder meeting, federal 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
representatives encouraged 
comments about KanCare be 
sent to an email address 
specifically set up for Kansas. 
CMS officials are interested in 
hearing from Kansas about 
issues with KanCare. To share 
comments, reflections, ideas or 
suggestions, please send a 
message to: 
KanCarecomments@cms.hhs. 
gov 
 

 
  

 
Sugary Drink Display 

 

School will be back in session 
soon! Get your drink display 
reserved before we run out of 
spots! 
 

Our drink display has 10 
beverages that will show you 

 

 

Dr. John Fasbinder 
  

Photo by Andy Marso/KHI News Service 
 

Dr. John Fasbinder is an oral surgeon in 
Prairie Village who is a KanCare dental 
service provider. In the stories published 
this week, Fasbinder talked about how 
difficult it is for dentists to be KanCare 
providers because the rates are about 
40% of the private insurance rates. He 
said, "To take money away from a 
system that's already compensating so 
little is not the answer." Thousands of 
Kansans who are covered by KanCare 
already have difficulty finding a dentist 
that accepts Medicaid, and that situation 
will be exacerbated by the new rate cut. 
 

Dr. John Fales, an Oral Health Kansas 
Board member and Medicaid dental 
provider, shared a similar sentiment 
when he provided testimony to the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) earlier this month. He 
said, "A 4 percent decrease in 
reimbursement will likely be the death 
knell for KanCare's ability to provide local 
access to dental care for these patients 
without an adequate number of dental 
providers." 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhkKvxqWc2-WbWccV1Nof-7JtePBQCwvjShvv3BxW06erXdzcf2k55L-Fnp9d2Cpx307Ls_JTKS9J4lfyR2grBKtOtt0wZWtiEee_afNGYjyN_Srf8S_8-DdUJcn1wTjA1KCG4elvM_ekovs7q9-UCZjW3_RBC9UyeU698AYVoSh&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
mailto:KanCarecomments@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:KanCarecomments@cms.hhs.gov


how much sugar is in each! The 
drink display is free, and 
shipping costs are reimbursed 
when you return it to us.  
Email us to reserve a spot!  
 

 
  

   

 
 

800 SW Jackson, Suite 1120 

Topeka, Kansas 66612 

785-235-6039 
 

info@oralhealthkansas.org 
 

  

 

 
  

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 

 

Read and listen to the stories from KHI 
News Service and Kansas Public Radio, 
and then share your story with us. If you 
know of someone who has had difficulty 
getting Medicaid dental services or if you 
have had difficulty, please contact our 
office. 
 

  

 

 

Kansas Oral Health 
Connections begins  

a new grant year 
 

The organizations that are members of 
the group known as "Kansas Oral Health 
Connections" kicked off a new grant year 
this month when the DentaQuest 
Foundation approved another year of 
funding for this collective impact project. 
Together, six organizations, along with 
countless other partners will work on a 
series of projects and interventions to 
improve oral health for young children, 
school-age children, and adults. The 
group also will conduct research to 
collect oral health data and develop tools 
to improve public awareness about the 
value of oral health to overall health. 
  

 
 

The Kansas Oral Health Connections 
partners include: 

 Oral Health Kansas 
 Kansas Association for the 

Medically Underserved 
 Kansas Bureau of Oral Health 
 Kansas Head Start Association 
 Kansas Dental Association 

mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAocWnvYWpqNCiLArvAawNBnJQDO4d18qcaOLDiQhRd6Ki4SWMC3qYpcDW3Of_O9guxaC5yeoXWTjQjjOmED24GMY2SklYsv7gCt9ZPF-Jgn3QtY3kOXKrpTy_cK1OCaF75iFQ2TilgEK&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAkFrfFPz0J2oJy6Kuw1sPZR2Ppfh5JWdNGPBW6trW5mqXVWeNbbneTqNVsHVR9GzQxK36MTgwqOh80cyEXp5owOQvltmY0s51lOBUMdH8muEQ_V0nXlhsD5BankdTwRd-w==&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAmXecWUNyLUfmFOLV-P68ZwRTuXVnQh7PRmhmbmgSLxArhBqSG9xrfh8QZLjq0it6fkqj1qtR74h53thHxkjwDkZErbctM3p_2NXTWb83JOHyg6hq-jZGTPFQGG9KwOAiec6E2C-fa13&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAhwLaTmDdV5g73TVqONJ0PwAA94S_q6kt9f6Jru4wKx9vftyXF7ro4V3tMAYip6g4xN05oR3MN1dGmVdrlyQdhBXfXChT6GiBsOZ5dD2-9kaA58XssfhhO7NOEHUmyN2eAhWlOtGQeexCtUHtB5Zz7hhgSXMEV9ECOLTF8Racp3Q&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IVaH9mDi-2r8Eao7C82s7JJtb4O6HNZZgSuZiUUC-aan08gI0CItAppp0l_LElWOisALUUcmutVJ-9uhhHRuGYyF_r28EN4eQ4_qMpft22E3U4KjOGiynR30BBKRZzu4isvnZdj6lVbAqG8RZuFc66-ZCtVt3pnZ5h2VyltYKUB4V_yODmh266_7CUdiuyd5&c=OBFpWj05_3KwiWNrjPGzV6pKFo2VgtkeDLOxqWmK8878xYhfKgV1HA==&ch=kelNSOcV0IiMWP_5JkSzFC7ujnh7RtFJ6OP7Bs1nwvOLUuqq20DDFw==


 Kansas Chapter American 
Academy of Pediatrics 

 

 Among the project the partners will take 
on over the next year are establishing a 
work group to address perinatal, infant 
and toddler oral health; preparing to 
launch a third grade Basic School 
Survey, publishing an updated County 
Oral Health Snapshot; advocating for 
adult dental services in KanCare; and 
develop educational curricula for child 
care providers and Navigators. To learn 
more about the project, please contact 
Rachel Alexander at Oral Health 
Kansas.  
 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Oral Health Kansas, 800 SW Jackson, Ste. 1120, Topeka, KS 66612 
Sent by info@oralhealthkansas.org 
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