
Scan the QR code

or click here to
sign up for our

Weekly
Wednesday

Update.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.

January 15, 2025
Volume 16, Issue 2

2025 Legislative Session Kicks Off
The Kansas Legislature kicked off their 2025 session on Monday of this week. The members of the
Kansas House and Senate were sworn into office Monday afternoon, and they began holding committee
meetings on Tuesday. Committees are spending their time this week getting oriented to their roles.

New House Committee Leadership
Two of the Committees Oral Health Kansas follows most closely are the House Health and Human
Services Committee and House Social Services Budget Committee. Both have new chairs this year. Rep.
Will Carpenter (R-El Dorado) takes the helm at the Health and Human Services Committee. He has been
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an advocate for improving dental care for many years and received Oral
Health Kansas’ “Bob Bethell Outstanding Policymaker Award” in 2020.

Rep. David Buehler (R-Leavenworth) is the new chair of the Social
Services Budget Committee. He is a Navy veteran and also will serve on
the Health and Human Services Committee. We are excited to work
with both new Chairmen and all the members of the Committees
throughout this legislative session.

Special Committee Sedation Dentistry Report
Last October, the Legislature convened a one-day Special Committee
on Sedation Dentistry, chaired by Rep. Carpenter. This week the Special
Committee’s report was issued, and it is being reviewed by key

committees throughout the week. The report provides a thorough review of the testimony the
Committee heard and outlines the nine recommendations they made, including addressing a Medicaid
dental rate increase and the Medicaid dental provider network. Read more in the full report, and look for
additional details in next week’s Weekly Wednesday Update.

Kansas Fluoride in the News
This week the Kansas News Service reported on the fight to keep
fluoride in the water in Abilene last year as they examined
potential challenges to water fluoridation the state may face. The
incoming Presidential administration has put a spotlight on the
issue with the nomination of a notable anti-fluoridation candidate
for the role of Secretary of Health and Human Services. Robert F.
Kennedy, Jr. has said he would push to stop fluoridation. This
threat could overturn nearly 80 years of improvements this
country has seen since community water fluoridation began.
Generations of children have grown up healthier because they
have had the recommended amount of fluoride, but the

nomination of Kennedy puts that at risk.

Kansas News Service reporter Bek Shackelford-Nwanganga interviewed Abilene dentist and winner of Oral
Health Kansas’ 2024 Chairman’s Award Dr. Bea Brittan, along with Executive Director Tanya Dorf Brunner
for the story entitled, “A Kansas town’s fight over whether to put fluoride in drinking water sheds light on
a national debate.” Listen to the story or read the transcript here.

If you are interested in joining our Statewide Water Action Team (SWAT) to help keep an eye out for
threats to water fluoridation in Kansas, click here to learn more and sign up.
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Join the List to Advocate for a Medicaid
Dental Rate Increase
Add your organization to the list of those advocating to increase
the Kansas Medicaid dental rates! Thanks to recent investments
from the Kansas Legislature the Kansas Medicaid dental program
is improving. It now includes coverage for adults to receive
exams, cleanings, fillings, crowns, gum disease care, and
dentures. Countless partners and individuals have helped

advocate to make this coverage possible.

About 30% of Kansas dentists are Medicaid providers. We applaud these providers, but we also know we
need more Medicaid providers in order to fulfill the promise of the Medicaid dental coverage. Dental
providers cite low reimbursement rates as the number one barrier to becoming Medicaid providers. This
year Oral Health Kansas and our partners will advocate with the Legislature for a rate increase to make it
more affordable for dental offices across the state to see people with Medicaid coverage.

There is exciting momentum in the Kansas Medicaid program. Raising reimbursement rates to be
consistent with commercial rates will attract more private practices to the Medicaid program, extending
access to dental care for thousands more Kansans.

Please join us in advocating in the 2025 Legislative Session for a Medicaid dental rate
increase. Use this form to learn more and add your organization’s name to the list of groups advocating
for a rate increase this year. Contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org with any questions. Thank you!

Poverty Awareness Month
January is National Poverty Awareness Month. During this time,
we raise awareness about the challenges faced by individuals
and families living in poverty. Oral health is an important, yet
often overlooked, aspect of overall well-being, especially for
those experiencing poverty. Poor oral health is linked to

systemic health issues, including heart disease, diabetes, and adverse pregnancy outcomes. These
conditions disproportionately affect low-income populations.

One way to help underserved populations with dental care this week, is the Kansas Mission of Mercy, a
free dental clinic. The clinic is held every year in Kansas to provide free dental services to anyone!
Whether you have insurance or are uninsured, this clinic is open to all. It will be held on Friday and
Saturday in Hutchinson, Kansas (January 17 and 18). Please share the flyer with your networks (in
Spanish). Below are some questions for patients to know answers to ahead of time. There is also more
information on the Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation website.

What dental services will be provided? Cleanings, fillings, and extractions. No dentures.
Will Dentures or Implants be done? No
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Do I need to bring any documents with me? The patient will need to fill out a brief health history;
bring a list of allergies, prescriptions, etc. to have this information available. Patients DO NOT need to
bring dental records, proof of income, or any other documents.
Do I need to keep taking my medication? Continue taking any prescription medication as directed;
bring it along so a dose is not missed should the patient have to wait a good portion of the day.
Can I make an appointment? No appointments. Services are first come, first served and ALL patients
must be able to wait in line.
What time does it start? The clinic opens at 5:30 AM on both Friday and Saturday. Waiting in line, or
determining how early to get in line, is up to the patient.

To see more questions to share with possible patients, visit the Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation
website or Facebook.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health:
Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course
information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical
Considerations for Dental Providers.
January 21 - American Heart Association Advocacy Day

Webinar: Enhancing Oral Health Care Access with Community Health Workers, January 23 at 1pm CST.
Register here.
Feburary 12 - Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities Advocacy Day from 11:00am-4:00pm.
Webinar: Championing Minimally Invasive Care: Aligning Advocacy to Transform Oral Health, February
12 at 12pm CST. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89931945699?pwd=6trIJ0CQpDtKV4ClBnzKYA3ncgWDSe.1
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Dental Champion and past Board President, Sonja Armbruster, was recently on
United Methodist Health Ministry Fund’s podcast “Pioneers in Health.” These
podcasts share inspiring stories of pioneering leaders working to improve
health. Sonja is a public health educator, consultant and fierce advocate for all
things health, and we think she’s pretty great! Listen to her podcast interview

here: https://lnkd.in/gMP5zhBt.
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Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink
Display's available for reservations. These
displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,

library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!
We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're
interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary
drink display reservations!

Follow Us
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