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The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
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27-28. During this hearing, we will ask Committee members to invest in a Medicaid dental rate increase.

or click here to
sign up for our
Weekly
Wednesday
Update.

Dental Rate Increase on the table at the
State Capitol

As the Legislature works through their second week in Topeka, Oral
Health Kansas and our partners are preparing to make our case to
legislators to raise the Medicaid dental rates. The House Social Services
Budget Committee will hold a hearing on the KDHE budget on January

Over two dozen organizations, including several dental offices, have joined our advocacy effort to
increase the dental rates. The organizations are listed on our rate increase advocacy webpage. Click this
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http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidDentalRates.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ucqMAYcU3KckRzfdT4dK327dFWo8NbdDpw3Td3Y3NF0/edit

link to add your organization’s name to the growing list. There is power in numbers. It will send a
powerful message to lawmakers to see a long list of Kansas organizations supporting the rate increase.

The advocacy to increase Kansas Medicaid dental rates this year addresses the barriers to dental offices
becoming Medicaid providers. There are three main barriers:

1. Coverage. The Legislature has invested in providing dental coverage for all Medicaid populations over
the last few years. Coverage of dental care has been addressed

2. Administrative issues. Oral Health Kansas has a new grant to launch a Dental Medicaid Facilitator
program, which will provide technical assistance to dental offices and help them address administrative
issues and set policies for their offices that can make them successful Medicaid providers. Administrative
support is in place.

3. Rates. With resources in place to address the coverage and administrative issues, addressing the low
Medicaid dental rates is the last step in the process of improving the Medicaid dental provider network.

Learn more and get involved by visiting our rate increase advocacy webpage.

Special Committee on Sedation
Dentistry Recommendations

Last October, the Legislature convened a one-day Special
Committee on Sedation Dentistry, chaired by Rep. Carpenter. The
Special Committee’s report was issued last week. It includes eight
recommendations, including a Medicaid dental rate increase. The
Committee recommended the Legislature review the following list
and take action in 2025.

1. Reviewing the scope of practice of certified registered nurse anesthetists to determine if the authority
to procure their own medicines under a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration license could be included;
2. An overall rate increase for dental providers, including allowing for the reimbursement of partial
services that do not result in a dental service being provided,;

3. That KDHE share with the Committee the Sedation Dentistry Report totals using the current Missouri
rates as well as rates that are 80 percent of the usual and customary rate;

4. That KDHE provide a fiscal note regarding the cost to raise the dental code G0330 to the current
Medicare rate of $3,087 and index the full rate in future years to the current Medicare reimbursement
rate;

5. Providing a complete and accurate list of dental providers and anesthesiologists providing sedation
dentistry that parents and other providers can easily access and know who they can call for assistance;
6. Consumer education regarding the importance of the connection between dental care and overall
long-term health care;

7. Exploring dental incentives with the intention of recruiting more dentists in the KanCare program; and
8. Support for the My Dental Care Passport.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ucqMAYcU3KckRzfdT4dK327dFWo8NbdDpw3Td3Y3NF0/edit
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidDentalRates.html
https://klrd.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/spc_2024_on_dentistry__report.pdf

Kansas Mission of Mercy Helps
Almost 600 People

The Kansas Mission of Mercy was held on January 17
and 18 at the Kansas State Fairgrounds in Hutchinson.

=Tl ; Oral Health Kansas staff volunteered doing exit
surveys when the patients were done. We heard many stories from patients. From a mother who took
time off and drove her daughter and friend 4-5 hours away to receive services as well as patients who
lived closer. Each person was appreciative of the care they received, and we were happy to help!
Volunteers helped almost 600 people over the weekend! Congratulations to the Kansas Dental
Charitable Foundation and the hundreds of volunteers who made the event possible.

Watch our Weekly Wednesday Update for 2026 Kansas Mission of Mercy dates!

The Benefits of Fluoride

RESOURCE, Fluoride is a naturally occurring mineral that is widely recognized
. for its role in maintaining dental health. Fluoride can be found
Flunnde naturally in soil, water, and certain foods. Fluoride has many

benefits. It strengthens tooth enamel, making it more resistant to
acid attacks from bacteria in the mouth. It helps repair early
stages of tooth decay by promoting the remineralization of
enamel and it helps reduce the ability of harmful bacteria to
produce acid that contributes to cavities. The Public Health
Communication Collaborative has new resources to share the
benefits and community water fluoridation. Click here for the

English document or here for Spanish.

Join our SWAT team (Statewide Water Action Team) to help protect community water fluoridation in
Kansas. Learn more and sign up at this link.

OHK board member and Secretary, Linda Sheppard,
Kansas Health Institute, was interviewed on Kansas
Public Radio today and discussed health care related
issues coming up this legislative session including
sedation dentistry. The Special Committee on Sedation
Dentistry, which met in October, gave the opportunity to listen to organizations
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https://publichealthcollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/PHCC-Fluoride-Resource_ENG.pdf
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/PHCC-Fluoride_SPA.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sFwwsklkRGCJac7mghtun7CqjCV_mSAThyKHWR-CKls/edit

and consumers about the struggle to find sedation dental in Kansas. Thank you, Linda, for raising this
important topic again!

Sugary Drink Display

These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!
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We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
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http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
https://twitter.com/OralHealth_KS
https://twitter.com/OralHealth_KS
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
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