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Finishing the Job on the Medicaid
Rate Increase
Advocates have finished providing testimony to the House and
Senate budget subcommittees asking for funding to finish the
Medicaid dental rate increase. Over 15 individuals and
organizations made their case to the two committees to ask for
$12 million to finish the rate increase that started last year.
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http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html


Consumers, providers, and advocates are telling lawmakers that the rate increase that began last year is
making a difference, but it was not sufficient to make it financially feasible for more dental offices to join
Medicaid. Dentists want to provide care for people who have Medicaid coverage, but as small business
owners, they need to be reimbursed for the cost of that care. The commitments Kansas legislators have
made to the Medicaid dental program over the last few years are remarkable. Dental coverage for adults
is now in place, and a meaningful rate increase is in effect. Finishing the rate increase with an additional
$12 million is the final step.

The Senate Ways and Means Subcommittee on Human Services did not make any recommendations to
include new spending yet. In the coming days we will find out if the House Social Services Budget
Committee will make a recommendation on the rate increase. We will keep you posted about the next
steps. Learn more on our Medicaid Dental Rate Advocacy webpage. Read our testimony on the rate
increase on our Testimony webpage.

Why Community Water Fluoridation
Matters for Kansas
As lawmakers consider SB 333, a bill that would prohibit
community water fluoridation across Kansas, it’s important to
understand what’s at stake for our families and communities.

At Pathways to Oral Health, our mission is to improve access to
dental care - especially for Kansans who face barriers to care such
as disabilities, low income, or living in rural areas. Community

water fluoridation is one of the most effective and equitable tools we have to support that goal

Community water fluoridation is the adjustment of fluoride in public drinking water to levels proven to
prevent tooth decay. It has been used safely in the United States for more than 80 years and is
recognized as one of the most successful public health measures in history.

You can read the full blog on the Pathways to Oral Health Project website.

Your Voice Can Help Someone Find a
Dentist
Finding a dentist who accepts Medicaid or feels comfortable
seeing someone with a disability can be hard. Too many
people are turned away or go without care simply because a
dentist who is comfortable seeing people with disabilities isn’t
available.
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https://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidDentalRates.html
https://oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/why-community-water-fluoridation-matters-for-kansas/


Our Dentist Recruitment Toolkit gives people the tools to help change that. It offers simple talking points
and helpful tips to start positive conversations with dental offices about accepting Medicaid and
welcoming patients with disabilities. You don’t need to be a professional advocate - just someone who
cares.

By using and sharing this toolkit, you can help more dentists say “yes” and help more people get the care
they deserve. One conversation can make a real difference. Click on this link for the toolkit or use the QR
code above.

Early Bird Registration Ends Soon!
The National Oral Health Conference’s early bird registration will be
ending this weekend, Saturday, January 31. If you plan on attending with
us on April 11-12 for Weekend Workshops and April 13-15 for the
conference, register soon so you don’t miss the early bird deadline. The

conference will be a short drive away in Oklahoma City. You will have the opportunity to visit with
advocates, dental professionals, health professionals and many more from different states. Show your
support and listen to Oral Health Kansas staff present on two different days! Register here.

Smiling with Confidence
On Thursday, February 12th from 6:00 - 7:00 PM CST, Abby
Richwine, Education Coordinator at Oral Health Kansas, will
present a virtual session for LEND’s Family Education Series
focused on practical ways to make oral care easier and more
successful. The session will be held on Zoom, and participants can
register by clicking on this flyer.

During this session, Abby will share simple, realistic strategies to
help make daily oral care more manageable. She will showcase
short videos with easy tips for individuals with disabilities and
their helpers that can make brushing less stressful. Participants
will also learn how to find dentists who accept Medicaid and have
experience treating people with disabilities, along with ideas for

how to talk with dental providers about the importance of offering accessible, disability-friendly care.
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2026/1-28-2026/Consumer%20Toolkit%20for%20Recruiting%20Dentists%20-Final.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2026/1-28-2026/Consumer%20Toolkit%20for%20Recruiting%20Dentists%20-Final.pdf
https://www.edgereg.net/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=43616&StepNumber=1&v=ZWM0ZGZkMTMtZjQzMS00NGI3LWIwZmUtNjE0ZGY3ODI4ZjM0
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2026/1-28-2026/Family%20Education%20Series%20Flyer%20-%20Feb%2026.pdf


Children's Dental Health Month
Resources
Gearing up for Children’s Dental Health Month! February we
celebrate Children’s Dental Health Month and how to teach
children that good oral health is important starting at a young
age! Brushing twice a day with fluoride toothpaste and flossing
are good steps in having healthy teeth to avoid gum disease! The

American Dental Association provides posters, coloring sheets and a brushing calendar as a way to get
children excited about oral health!

English poster: Brushing Fights Cavities, Bruh and coloring sheet
Spanish poster: Cepillarte Combate Las Caries, Bro and coloring sheet
English poster: Forever In My Brushing Era and coloring sheet
Spanish poster: Mi Era De Cepillado Por Siempre and coloring sheet
Click here for a brushing calendar for every month
Sugar Swatters activity pages

Find more fun resources on the American Dental Association page.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Save the date! The 2026 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday,
November 13.

Thank you to Dr. Jill Jenkins, DDS, for providing
testimony on two days for the Senate Ways and
Means Subcommittee on Human Services as well
as the House Social Services Budget Committee.
Dr. Jenkins spoke about how important a

Medicaid dental rate increase would be to her dental practice. With
expenses and salaries increasing in her private practice, a rate increase would help her keep her staff
and continue to see patients. Thank you again for being an advocate for your practice and other dental
offices!
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https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ada_brushing_poster_11x17_bruh.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_ColoringSheet_Bruh.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_Poster_11x17_Bro_Spanish.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_ColoringSheet_Bro_Spanish.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_Poster_11x17_Era.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_ColoringSheet_Era.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_Poster_11x17_Era_Spanish.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2025/ADA_Brushing_ColoringSheet_Era_Spanish.pdf
https://www.mouthhealthy.org/resources/activity-sheets/brushing-calendar
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/english_activities_2016.pdf
https://www.ada.org/resources/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04


Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 

Copyright 2026

5/5

http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
https://www.facebook.com/OralHealthKansas?ref=search&sid=623558981.1401725344..1
https://www.facebook.com/OralHealthKansas?ref=search&sid=623558981.1401725344..1
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oral-health-kansas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oral-health-kansas
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