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Sedation Dentistry Hearing Sees
Several Recommendations
Last week the Kansas Legislature convened a one-day Special
Committee on Sedation Dentistry. The day-long meeting offered
stakeholders the opportunity to share insight about the
challenges they have in providing sedation dental care and
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accessing it. The state Medicaid Director, two dentists, two mobile anesthesiologists, a
hospital administrator, five consumers and family members, Executive Directors of the Kansas
Dental Association and InterHab, and Oral Health Kansas staff provided testimony that
illuminated the challenges people face when they need sedation dental care.

Dental care provided under sedation should not be the first choice for most people, but some
people â€“ especially some people with disabilities â€“ require sedation to receive even basic
dental care. Family members of people with disabilities described the challenges they have in
finding sedation dental care, including a harrowing story about calling 46 dental offices and
learning that none of them could provide the care. Dentists, anesthesiologists, and the
hospital administrator described the care and attention they must put into preparing to
provide sedation dental care and the barriers they face in being able to do that successfully.

Every person who testified mentioned the fact that low Medicaid reimbursement rates is one
of the main barriers to care. Other issues include consumer and provider education. Oral
Health Kansas shared the work the Sedation Dental Care Task Force has been doing over the
past two years and previewed new resources in development.

Committee members were engaged throughout the day and asked thoughtful questions to
understand the complex issues. At the end of the day, they compiled a list of several
recommendations for the 2025 Kansas Legislature to consider. The following is a draft
summary of the recommendations, but the official language will be available from the
Legislature in the coming weeks.

Give full practice authority to CRNAs, similar to the language in SB 112 from the 2023-24
legislative session.
Explore an increase in Medicaid rates for dental services, including allowing providers to bill
for services provided when the full treatment program was not completed.
Determine what the cost would be to raise the rates for the sedation codes to the level of
Missouri Medicaid rates.
Request a fiscal note for the cost to increase the rate for G0330 to the current Medicare
rate, as well as future costs to index it to the Medicare rate.
Ensure there is an accurate and detailed dentist and CRNA provider list.
Education for consumers about the importance of oral health to overall health.
Explore incentive programs to encourage more dental offices to see people with disabilities.
Express support for My Dental Care Passport.

A recording of the full Committee meeting is available at this link on YouTube. Please contact
Oral Health Kansas at info@oralhealthkansas.org if you have any questions. We will continue
to update our readers as we learn more about the next steps and opportunities to improve
access to sedation dental care.
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Oral Health Kansas Awarded Grant to
Enhance Dental Care for Individuals
with Disabilities
We recently announced that Oral Health Kansas (OHK) received an
ARPA 9817 Project grant from the Kansas Department of Health

and Environment - Division of Health Care Finance (KDHE-DHCF). This funding will be used to
improve access to oral health services for individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (IDD) who receive Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS). The grant also
aims to reduce barriers caregivers encounter when supporting oral health care at home and
to create a culture that values oral health as a part of overall health for Kansans of all ages,
cultures and resources. OHK will work alongside several key partners to execute this initiative,
including InterHab, the Kansas Dental Association, Families Together Inc., the Community Care
Network of Kansas, Self Advocate Coalition of Kansas, and many others.

We’re in the early stages of our planning but we’re excited to be meeting with our partners this
week! You can read the full press release here.

Don't Forget! Less Than a Month to
Register!
We can’t believe that we are less than a month away from
the Conference on Oral Health. This year’s conference will
be held at the Kansas State University Campus in Olathe
on Friday, November 8. Our registration link is back to
working nicely and you shouldn’t have issues registering!
Please don’t get discouraged if you tried to register before

and had issues. But don’t wait too long. Seating is limited! The conference will be held all day,
with registration and breakfast beginning at 7:30am. Click here to register and to view a full
conference schedule.

Below are the conference session topics:

State of the State of Oral Health in Kansas
Access to Dental Care in Rural Kansas
Veterans Oral Health: National and State Perspectives
Integrating Dental Care in Kansas Medical Clinics
Lived Experience Improves Dental Care for People with Disabilities
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We’ll also be announcing this year’s Excellence in Oral Health Award winners during the
luncheon.

If you need to book a hotel, the hotel registration has been extended to Monday, October 28.
Book your hotel stay for $141.00 by October 28, 2024 at the Courtyard Kansas City Olathe,
12151 South Strang Line Court. Click here to make your reservation.

Visit exhibitors in the exhibit hall and see what resources they have to share with you! Stop by
the poster presentations and hear about their amazing work!

CE’s will also be available for the conference.

National Dental Hygiene Month
National Dental Hygiene Month is celebrated every October to raise
awareness about the importance of good oral hygiene and to recognize
the work of dental hygienists in promoting oral health. The month
focuses on educating the public about the key aspects of maintaining a
healthy mouth, including proper brushing, flossing, mouth rinsing, and
regular dental check-ups. Check out our Tips and Tricks one pager
handouts with tips on oral health!

It also highlights the role dental hygienists play as essential healthcare providers, helping to
prevent dental diseases, promote oral health education, and contribute to overall wellness.
Hygienists may be the point person you see the day of your dental visit and play a vital role.
Ask questions if you have any concerns about your oral health.

If you are a dental hygienist or dental provider interested in attending our annual Conference
on Oral Health on November 8, CE’s will be available.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1
CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals and Caring for
Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.
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2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday,
November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe Campus, 22201
W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list,
email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

This week we want to honor several people who
are a part of Oral Health Kansas’ workgroups and
committees. They provided testimony for the
Legislature’s Special Committee on Sedation
Dentistry last week. Each took a lot of time out of

their schedules to share their stories with legislators and urge them to
take action in 2025 to make changes to make sedation dental care
easier to access for the people who need it most. Thank you to Dr. Nick
Rogers, Dr. John Fales, Jeff Glasgow, Jeremy Salsbury, Matt Fletcher, Trina Morgan, Tammy
Vicin, Aldona Carney, and Melanie Jacobs. You all shared powerful stories and made a
difference!

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us
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