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Legislative Hearing on Sedation
Dentistry Set for Tomorrow
The Kansas Legislature has appointed an interim committee to
study access to sedation dental care. This Special Committee on
Sedation Dentistry will meet tomorrow, Thursday, October 10.
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The Special Committee was requested by Rep. Will Carpenter after he heard from many
constituents about the difficulties people with disabilities have in accessing sedation dental
care when they need it. He chairs the committee.

During tomorrow’s hearing, Special Committee members will hear from Kansas Medicaid
Director Christine Osterlund, dentists, mobile sedation providers, a hospital administrator,
consumers, and Oral Health Kansas. Many of the people providing testimony are members of
Oral Health Kansas’ work groups and advisory groups.

Throughout the day, legislators will learn about the systems that exist, the challenges
providers face, and the lengths families and individuals with disabilities have to go to access
sedation dental care. Oral Health Kansas will share the work our Sedation Dental Care Task
Force has been doing to examine the issue and will offer a few solutions.

At the conclusion of the hearing, legislators will make recommendations for the 2025 Kansas
Legislature to consider. We are grateful for the opportunity to share the vexing issues related
to sedation dental care and shine a light on the possible solutions and the work that remains
to be done.

Anyone can watch the hearing on YouTube at this link. It begins at 9 am and is scheduled to
end at 4 pm. The agenda for the meeting is here, and the list of Special Committee members
is here.

Register now for the Conference on
Oral Health
We’re sorry that our registration link has caused an issue for many.
We are hopeful it is now fixed, and you can sign up for the
Conference on Oral Health that will be held on Friday, November 8.

The conference will be hybrid, allowing you to attend in person or watch virtually. The
conference will be at the Kansas State University Campus in Olathe.

Our agenda is a packed day with registration and breakfast beginning at 7:30am. Our sessions
will be held in one room, allowing you to network with everyone as well as listen in on each
session. Parking is free and close to the building!

Here are our sessions and speakers!
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State of the State of Oral Health in Kansas - Panel: Tanya Dorf Brunner (Oral Health
Kansas) and Stuart Little (Little Government Relations)
Access to Dental Care in Rural Kansas - Panel: Dr. Chuck Abbick (Salina Family Healthcare
Center) Dr. Bea Brittan (Tallgrass Dental), Kevin Robertson (Kansas Dental Association) and
Deb Pochop (Rawlins County Dental Clinic)
Veterans Oral Health: National and State Perspectives - Panel: Annaliese Cothron
(American Institute of Dental Public Health) and Hunter Thompson (U.S. Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee)
Integrating Dental Care in Kansas Medical Clinics - Panel: Melanie Simmer-Beck (UMKC
School of Dentistry), Kathy Hunt (Oral Health Kansas), Amanda Hartman (Faculty Washburn
University Nurse Practitioner Program), and Crystal Behanna (Graham County Health
Department)

We’ll also be honoring winners of the Excellence in Oral Health awards during the luncheon.
We have multiple exhibitors that will be attending and ready to share their resources!
Something new this year is Poster Presentations. Presenters will be ready to share their
poster and what they have worked on!
Register here for the conference.

Registration fee: $125 and includes all sessions and meals.
Student rate: $20 and include all sessions and meals.

The price at the door on the day of the conference is $150 for one registration and $25 for at the door
student registration.

If you need a hotel room, the deadline to book a room is coming up fast! Book your hotel stay
for $141.00 by October 17, 2024 at the Courtyard Kansas City Olathe, 12151 South Strang Line
Court. Click here to make your reservation.

Be a Part of the Dental Provider
Advisory Group
The deadline to sign up for the Dental Provider Advisory
Group is coming up on Monday, October 14.

Yes, but what is the Dental Provider Advisory Group?
We envision our Dental Provider Advisory Group as a
forum for oral healthcare workers from across the state

to shape Oral Health Kansas advocacy efforts, direct workforce communications and, through

3/6

https://www.wichita.edu/about/conferences/ohk.php
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1726164019247&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&clickref=1011lzKtNKgx&aff=MARWW&affname=1100l298295&co=WW&nt=PH


collaboration with our existing Lived Experience Advisory Group and Work Groups, bridge the
gap between the oral healthcare workforce, communities, policy makers, and the insurance
industry. The advisory group will be facilitated by staff members at Oral Health Kansas and
will meet quarterly for 2-hour sessions that are suitable for participants. Each session will
have a theme. Proposed themes include barriers and solutions to becoming a Medicaid
provider, barriers and solutions to providing care for people with disabilities, and barriers and
solutions to sedation dental care access. We aim to begin meetings in the fall of 2024. A
stipend will be provided.

Sign up: Click here to sign up or here for the flyer.

Important Dates to Remember
Are you registered to vote? It’s not too late to check your
voter registration status at KSVotes.org. Decide how you
will vote - by mail, in-person in advance, or on election day.
You can Vote! There are several important dates coming up
this month. Be prepared to vote on November 4!

Below are some dates to remember:

Tuesday, October 15: Deadline to register to vote or update your voter registration
information (if you moved) in order to vote in the 2024 general election.
Wednesday, October 16: Advance voting begins. Mail ballots will be sent to voters who
requested them, and in-person advance voting begins.
Tuesday, October 29: Last day to request a mail ballot.
Monday, November 4: In-person advance voting ends at 12 pm.
Tuesday, November 5: Election Day! The polls will be open from 7 am to 7 pm.
Friday, November 8: Deadline for election offices to receive mail ballots, which must be
postmarked by election day 8.

Let us know if you have any election season questions at info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Upcoming Events
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Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.
Community Care Network of Kansas annual conference,
October 9 - 11 in Wichita. Learn more here.

2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe
Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Annaliese Cothron, DHSc, MS, CPH,
Executive Director of the American
Institute of Dental Public Health, will
be joining us at the Conference on
Oral Health on November 8.

Annaliese will talk about Veterans oral health and why they
struggle so much to get dental care, even though they are
most vulnerable to dental problems.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us
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