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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every
Wednesday with oral health, health and policy updates from around the
state and nationally.

To view past issues click here. “LE :
or click here to
sign up for our
Weekly
Wednesday

November 13, 2024 Update,

Volume 15, Issue 42

This Year's Conference Was a
Record!

As we wrap up this year’s conference, we want to thank
all participants, speakers, and exhibitors for making it a
memorable and inspiring event. We spent the day
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sharing insights and stories, how to tackle challenges, and what we can do to shape the future
of oral health together.

We had a record number of sponsors, exhibitors and attendees! The energy everyone brought
that day

Although we concluded the conference, let’s carry forward the momentum. We encourage you
to stay connected through Facebook, sign up for our Weekly Wednesday Update and keep
sharing your experiences. Let's work together to bring the ideas and insights from this
conference to life!

Thank you once again for your enthusiasm and participation. We look forward to seeing
where these conversations take us and are excited for what's in store next year! Save the date
for the 2025 Conference on Oral Health, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus.

Q"’“‘“‘*‘) And The Winners Are...

b Lo

. Friday, at the Conference on Oral Health we honored the Excellence in Oral
| Health Award winners. Each year we award Kansans for the work they have
ﬂ done throughout the year to improve oral health. Award winners serve as
inspirational leaders to make our state healthier! The 2024 Excellence in Oral
Health Award winners are:

= Bob Bethell Outstanding Policymaker: Rep. Susan Ruiz

= Ron Alexander Outstanding Dental Champion: Lisa Thurlow, DDS, FACS
= Qutstanding Dentist: Chris Mar, DDS

= Oral Health Kansas Chairman’s Award: Beatrice Brittan, DDS

Thank you for all of your hard work this year and for the following year's to come!

Dentist Elected to Legislature

During last week’s election, a dentist was elected to the Kansas
Legislature for the first time in recent memory. Dr. Allen Reavis from
Atchison will serve in the Kansas House of Representatives starting in
January. He will serve in the seat that is being vacated by Dr. John Eplee.
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Dr. Reavis previously had a private practice and now serves as the Dental Director for the
Atchison Community Health Clinic. He's a past Kansas Dental Association Board President and
previously served on the Kansas Dental Board. He also is a previous., mayor of the city of
Atchison.

We look forward to working with Dr. Reavis in the Legislature next year.

Join SWAT to Protect Fluoride

Health advocates and clinicians understand that fluoride is a safe, effective,
and inexpensive way to prevent dental disease. Fluoride is widely recognized
for its role in promoting dental health, particularly in preventing tooth decay
and strengthening enamel.

How does it work?

= Strengthening Tooth Enamel: It reinforces enamel, making it more resistant to acid attacks
from bacteria.

= Repairing Early Tooth Damage: In low doses, fluoride can help remineralize and reverse
early signs of tooth decay.

We are committed to ensuring the two-thirds of Kansans with access to optimally fluoridated
water continue to benefit from it. We invite all of our readers and all oral health advocates
across the state to join us in protecting community water fluoridation and addressing
misinformation around.

We invite you to join the Statewide Water Action Team (SWAT) and help monitor and support
water fluoridation efforts in Kansas. Learn more here to sign up and feel free to contact us at
info@oralhealthkansas.org with any questions.

Abilene Dentist to Attend Mini-
Residency on IDD

During our Conference on Oral Health last week one of our
sponsors, Centene Dental Services, offered dentists at the event
the opportunity to enter a drawing to attend a mini-residency
program at the Lee Specialty Clinic in Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Bea
Brittan at Tallgrass Dental in Abilene won the drawing and will attend the weeklong min-
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residency program.

The mini-residency program at Lee Specialty Clinic is a way for dentists to receive focused
training on providing dental care for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Congratulations to Dr. Brittan on the opportunity to attend the program and learn more
about providing care for people with disabilities.

Upcoming Events

= Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.

= Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

= Webinar: CareQuest Institute and the Society of American Indian Dentists, November 21,
7:00pm CST. Register here.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Our 2024 Conference on e 2024 Contarina Sporens

Oral Health was a success in Eroy SENTEMNE . Ut

so many ways but mostly ———

importantly because of our ~ _setna KON |

sponsors. With your
partnership, we were able to deliver on our goal of 'h?‘i'?m S0l SKYGEN

making the 2024 Conference on Oral Health an
unforgettable event and record breaking numbers!
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Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!
We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!
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