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It's Finally Here!
It’s the week of our conference and we’re anxiously
looking forward to the Conference on Oral Health, Friday,
November 8. The room is going to be full! We have very
few seats left. If you are interested in attending,
registration is $125 and includes all sessions and meals.
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Student rates are $20 and include all sessions and meals. The price at the door on the day of
the conference is $150 for one registration and $25 for at the door student registration. You
can register here as long as seating is available. We’ll start our day with breakfast and check in
at 7:30am with the first session beginning at 8:30am. We plan on ending the day at 3:30pm.
Join us at the Kansas State University Olathe Campus, 22201 W. Innovation Drive!

You can see the agenda for the day here.

Election Results in Kansas
While the attention of most people on election day was at the top
of the ticket, we also were watching the results of the state
elections. All 165 seats in the Kansas Legislature were up for
election this year.

Going into the election, Republicans held 85 of the 125 seats in the Kansas House and 28 of
the 40 seats in the Kansas Senate. Preliminary results looks like the Republican majorities in
both chambers will increase. Final election results will be available in the coming days, and we
will share updates with our readers, including how many new legislators will be starting their
roles in January.

In early December, newly elected legislators will gather to select leaders for the Senate and
House, and later in the month committee chairs and members will be assigned. Leadership in
the key committees Oral Health Kansas watches will change in 2025 because of legislator
retirements and one legislator’s death over the summer. By late December we will know who
will serve on the health and budget committee.

Protecting Community Water Fluoridation
Over the weekend the issue of water fluoridation gained national attention
when Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. made news saying he would stop community
water fluoridation if Donald Trump is elected President. National media
outlets have been reporting on this for a few days.

While Donald Trump has been elected, it is unclear if the federal government would have the
ability to make such sweeping change. Regardless of whether such a change could occur, the
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conspiracy theories around community water fluoridation will be elevated in the coming
weeks and months. It will be important for all of us to emphasize the science and
effectiveness of water fluoridation in preventing cavities.

We are committed to ensuring the two-thirds of Kansans with access to optimally fluoridated
water continue to benefit from it. We invite all of our readers and all oral health advocates
across the state to join us in protecting community water fluoridation and addressing
misinformation around.

We invite you to join the Statewide Water Action Team (SWAT) and help monitor and support
water fluoridation efforts in Kansas. Learn more in this informational flier and feel free to
contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org with any questions.

Kansas Reads to Preschoolers
Kansas Reads to Preschoolers is an annual event,
since 2005, that promotes reading to all Kansas
children from birth through age five in the month of
November. At Oral Health Kansas, we know how
important it is to read a book and learn phonological
awareness at an early age. We also know combining

toothbrushing with reading, creates healthy habits in one: the enjoyment of reading and
taking care of your oral health! Having a healthy mouth in infancy and early childhood lays the
foundations for beneficial lifelong habits and overall well-being. The Brush Book Bed program
helps create routines for families by encouraging them to brush teeth, reading a book and go
to bed at the same time each night. The Dolly Parton Imagination Library is offered in Kansas
for children 0-5. A child receives a free book each month! Sign your child up to get a free book
to begin healthy habits each night!

The Importance of Medical-Dental-
Behavioral Integration for Pregnant People
A recent report from CareQuest Institute underscores an increasing need
for the integration of medical, dental, and behavioral health care. The
report, based on the State of Oral Health Equity in America survey,
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explores the links between pregnancy history, oral health, and mental health.

Key findings include:

Only 4% of adults with a pregnancy history said they had received a referral to a dentist
during their pregnancy.
The majority of those with a pregnancy history (85%) who see a dentist regularly rated their
mental health positively, but only 69% of those who do not see a dentist regularly rated
their mental health positively.
Of those who reported brushing twice a day or more, 86% rated their mental health in
positive terms, compared to 72% of those who brushed less than twice per day.

You can read the results from the survey here.

Taking care of your mouth while you are pregnant is important for you and your baby. Oral
health is essential to a healthy pregnancy and overall health. Infections in the mouth can
spread to other parts of your body. It is safe to have dental care while you are pregnant. Read
OHK’s Tips and Tricks on Pregnancy and Dental Care in English and Spanish.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

Webinar: Oral Health and Dementia: Strategies to Care for Patients with Cognitive Decline,
November 7, 6:00 p.m. CST. Click here to register.
Webinar: CareQuest Institute and the Society of American Indian Dentists, November 21,
7:00pm CST. Register here.
2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe
Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS. You can register at the door.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.
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Thank you to our 2024
Conference on Oral Health
Sponsors! Their generosity
has helped us achieve our
goals and bring an

exhilarating, jam-packed conference! We are
grateful for each of them! If you see a sponsor at
our conference, please tell them thank you!

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 
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