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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

Scan the QR code

To view past issues click here.

or click here to

December 18, 2024 Signieflz;our

Wednesday

Volume 15, Issue 46 Update.

Welcome New OHK Staff Member

New to the Oral Health Kansas team but his face and voice is not new to
Kansans! We'd like to introduce Bryan Thompson as our new Medicaid Dental
Facilitator. Bryan comes to us with a wealth of experience, most specifically as
the Health Reporter for Kansas Public Radio, and later with the Kansas News
Service and KCUR. During his time as a reporter, he covered Medicaid and oral
health issues and was able to meet an extensive number of health
professionals, including dentists.
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https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html

Bryan's role as Medicaid Dental Facilitator will include increasing dentist participation in the Kansas
Medicaid program with a focus on providing care for people with disabilities. We're excited to have him
on board. Bryan can be reached at bthompson@oralhealthkansas.org

o) OHK Hiring Project Coordinator

i N .

JOIN OUR Come work with a small but fierce team! Oral Health Kansas is seeking a
Project Coordinator. This new position is responsible for coordinating the
stakeholder-driven “Pathways to Oral Health” project to enhance access to
dental care for people with disabilities. The Project Coordinator will convene
stakeholder meetings and serve as a liaison to partners and contractors in the
project. The position will be responsible for managing data collection, evaluation, and reporting on the
grant project. The position is remote but is based in Kansas and requires some travel throughout the
state. You can view the full job description here. Applications received by December 31, 2024, will receive
priority consideration.

A Picture Says a Thousand Words

We truly believe that Renee Andriani captured our
conference in one picture!l Renee Andriani is a graphic

recorder who came to our Conference on Oral Health on
November 8. She spent the day with us and listened to all
the stories and presentations to create a graphic image of
what she saw and heard. The summary she provided
demonstrates the impactful story we hoped to have shared.

OHK Board Members Hold Last
Meeting of the Year

Oral Health Kansas Board Members held their final meeting
of 2024 last week. Board members reflected on the
successes of 2024 and looked forward to 2025 and the work
we have yet to do! We appreciate our Board for guiding us
this year. The 2025 Oral Health Kansas officers are:
President - Tami Allen
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Past President - Preddis Sullivan, DDS

Vice President - Melanie Simmer-Beck, PhD, RDH
Secretary - Linda Sheppard, JD

Treasurer - Kent Haverkamp, MD

To view a full board member list, visit our website at https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Board.html

QO Kansas Mission of Mercy One Month
(‘qu' Away

The Kansas Mission of Mercy will be held on January 17-18, 2025
Kansas Mission QfMercy in Hutchinson, Kansas. Registration is open for volunteers.
Making a Difference Patients will be seen on a first come first served basis. Below are
a list of questions for patients.

What dental services will be provided?

Cleanings, fillings, and extractions. No dentures.

Will Dentures or Implants be done?

No

Do | need to bring any documents with me?

The patient will need to fill out a brief health history; bring a list of allergies, prescriptions, etc. to have
this information available.

Patients DO NOT need to bring dental records, proof of income, or any other documents.

Do | need to keep taking my medication?

Continue taking any prescription medication as directed; bring it along so a dose is not missed should
the patient have to wait a good portion of the day.

Can | make an appointment?

No appointments. Services are first come, first served and ALL patients must be able to wait in line.
What time does it start?

The clinic opens at 5:30 AM on both Friday and Saturday. Waiting in line, or determining how early to get
in line, is up to the patient.

To see more questions to share with possible patients, visit the Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation.

Upcoming Events

m Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE.

Click here for the course information.
m Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals and Caring for Individuals with

Disabilities: Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Board.html
https://www.ksdentalfoundation.org/volunteer-registration-now-open/
https://www.ksdentalfoundation.org/
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https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04

= Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities, Advocacy 101
training, December 17 at 6:30pm. Register here.

® January 21 - American Heart Association Advocacy Day

m Feburary 12 - Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities
Advocacy Day from 11:00am-4:00pm.

If you would like to add your event to this list,
email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Congratulations to OHK'’s former intern, Manali
Raskar, BDS, MPH who will begin work as a
Research Associate at Harvard School of Dental
Medicine. Manali will be working in the
department of Oral Health Policy and

Epidemiology where she will participate in research studies and
demonstration projects that contribute to the evidence base for
integration of medical and dental care, education, and financing. Harvard
is lucky to have her!

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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