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Progress on the Dental Rate Increase
Over the last several days the Kansas House of Representatives has made progress in prioritizing a
Medicaid dental rate increase in 2025. Last week the House Social Services Budget Committee, which is a
subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee, voted to include the full $16.9 million ($44.3
million with the federal matching funds) in their budget recommendation for the dental rate increase.
Later in the week the House Appropriations Committee agreed with the recommendation.

Yesterday the House Appropriations Committee reversed course and voted to reduce the rate increase
funding from $16.9 million ($44.3 million with the federal matching funds) to $4 million (about $10
million with the federal matching funds). This year is a challenging budget year, and legislators are trying
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to keep budget increases to a minimum. This is a disappointment, of
course. But it is still a victory to have the money in the budget
because it keeps the rate increase on the table.

The next step will be to begin advocating in the Kansas Senate for
rate increase funding. It will be a couple of weeks before we know
enough to project what may happen in the Senate.

Given where the Legislature is in their meeting calendar, it is
premature at this point to reach out directly to any Senators. Oral
Health Kansas is following the budget process closely and will notify
everyone when we know more.

Join the Advocacy
While direct advocacy on the rate increase is not needed at this moment, we are still asking
organizations across the state to join our advocacy coalition. Nearly four dozen organizations have
joined so far, and we invite your organization to add your name to the growing list. Learn more about
the advocacy to increase the rates this year and add your name to the list by visiting our website at
https://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidDentalRates.html.

 

 

Fluoride in the News
With fluoride and community water fluoridation in the news at the
national level, more people are looking for credible information about the
benefits and importance of fluoride for our oral and overall health. A
guest commentary from leaders in the oral health community in Michigan
published in this month’s Journal of Dental Hygiene shares insight about the
history and effectiveness of fluoride as well as strategies to talk about it
with people who do not know as much about fluoride.

Christine Farrell, dental director for the state of Michigan, and Sandy
Sutton, both dental hygienists, share fascinating insights in their
commentary about the history of dental disease and how it has changed
in the 80 years since community water fluoridation has been in effect in
the U.S. They note that in the 17th century and even in the early 20th

century, dental infections were leading causes of death. Since community water fluoridation began in
1945 along with improved public messages about the importance of preventing tooth decay, dental
disease is now considered a more minor health problem. They go on to share several insights about the
effectiveness and cost efficiency of fluoride for families and communities. Read more in their full guest
commentary entitled "Fluoride in 2025" in the Journal of Dental Hygiene.

Kansas Community Makes the National News
Yesterday National Public Radio aired a story about community water fluoridation from Kansas. A similar
story about the city of Abilene’s decision to preserve fluoridation last spring aired on Kansas Public Radio
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a few weeks ago. Dr. Bea Brittan, winner of Oral Health Kansas’ 2024 Chairman’s Award, was featured in
the national story along with Tanya Dorf Brunner. Listen to the story and read the transcript here

 

 

Celebrating Black History Month
Black History Month is a great time to highlight the importance of oral
health in Black communities, recognizing both historical disparities and
the contributions of Black dental professionals. Dr. Robert Tanner
Freeman was a trailblazer in dentistry, becoming the first Black American
to earn a dental degree. He graduated from Harvard School of Dental
Medicine in 1869, marking a significant milestone in the inclusion of Black
professionals in the medical field.

Born to formerly enslaved parents, Freeman grew up in Washington, D.C.,
where he developed an interest in dentistry while working as an
apprentice to a white dentist who encouraged him to pursue formal
education. Despite facing racial barriers, he was one of the first six
students admitted to Harvard’s inaugural dental class. After graduating,

he returned to Washington, D.C., to serve Black communities, providing much-needed dental care to
those who had historically been denied access.

His legacy paved the way for future generations of Black dentists, inspiring others to break barriers in
oral healthcare.

 

 

Gum Disease Awareness Month
Gum Disease Awareness Month is observed every February to educate
people about the risks, prevention, and treatment of gum disease
(periodontal disease). Since it coincides with Black History Month, it's a
great time to highlight oral health disparities in Black communities and
emphasize the importance of preventive care.
Gum disease is a leading cause of tooth loss and is linked to serious

health issues like diabetes, heart disease, and stroke. It often develops silently, with symptoms including:

Bleeding gums
Persistent bad breath
Gum recession
Loose teeth

To reduce the risk of gum disease:
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Brush twice daily with fluoride toothpaste
Floss daily to remove plaque between teeth
Visit a dentist for regular cleanings and check-ups
Avoid smoking and eat a balanced diet

You can find more information on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website.

 

 

Join KHI's 2025 Bring It Learning Series
Each year, the Kansas Health Institute (KHI) offers a series of virtual, one-
hour educational sessions about health policy topics related to issues
that may be considered by the Kansas Legislature. Mark your calendars
and register today!
The virtual learning series will take place from noon - 1 p.m. CST, on the

following dates:

Tuesday, Feb. 18: Unpacking Insurance Coverage in Kansas: Trends, Insights and Options
Thursday, Feb. 20: Medicaid: What to Expect in 2025
Tuesday, Feb. 25: Hunger in Kansas
Thursday, Feb. 27: Advancing Age-Friendly Kansas: Strategies for Impact
Thursday, March 6: Navigating AI: Exploring Opportunities, Challenges and Policy Development â€“
Panel & Presentation

Register here today!

 

 

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health:
Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course
information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical
Considerations for Dental Providers.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held

Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.
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We are proud of Oral Health Kansas’ Education
Coordinator Abby Richwine for sharing facts about the
importance of community water fluoridation at the
Water One board meeting yesterday in Olathe. Water
One is the local water department for much of

Johnson County. Abby shared insight about the value and effectiveness of
community water fluoridation for people’s oral and overall health.

 

 

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!
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