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Halo Ridge Breaks Ground on a More Accessible Future
Last week, OHK staff attended the Halo Ridge Groundbreaking Event in Olathe, Kansas. The Halo Ridge
development will transform 64 acres of historically undeveloped land into an “ultra-accessible sports-
themed amusement park called Michaels Wonderworld,” a state-of-the-art sports arena, and 150-bed
hotel, with space for restaurants, retail and other features. The heart behind Halo Ridge is to bolster
underserved youth sports and help families who have children with disabilities, connecting them with
resources and fun experiences. A medical clinic named the “Halo Care Collective” is anticipated to open
this spring in an existing building across the street from the project site. Services at the clinic will include:

1/5

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://michaelswonderworld.com/multi-assistance-center/
https://michaelswonderworld.com/multi-assistance-center/


multiple therapies, behavioral health care, financial
planning, medical equipment services, dental, vision
and salon services with specialists trained to work
with clients with special needs. Oral Health Kansas
is in conversations with Halo Care Collective about
including oral health education programs for people
with disabilities in the new facility.

We are excited about the opportunities Halo is
bringing to the community and the region, and we
are looking forward to being a part of it.

OHK Presents During Parent Educational Series
OHK’s Education Coordinator, Abby Richwine, presented as part of the Kansas LEND
Parent Educational Series, where she shared information about the Pathways to Oral
Health project and the wide range of resources available to parents and caregivers.
She provided an overview of the Consumer Toolkit for Recruiting Dentists, highlighting

how families can use it to advocate for and identify dental providers.

In addition, Abby reviewed the Confidence In Every Smile video series and discussed various adaptive
aides that can support daily oral care. The group also talked through practical strategies for when an
individual is resistant to brushing. Participants were guided through the “Finding a Dentist” page and
informed about who to contact with questions or for additional support. The session generated
thoughtful questions and meaningful discussion from attendees.

Find more helpful tips on the Pathways to Oral Health Project website.

National Caregivers Day
February 20 is National Caregivers Day. Caregivers play so many
roles and all very important ones. It can become a full time job
and we want to provide as many resources as we can to be of
assistance. Everyday tasks that seem simple can become real
challenges. Something as routine as brushing a loved one’s teeth
isn’t always easy, especially for individuals with sensory
sensitivities. The feeling of another person brushing their teeth
can be overwhelming or uncomfortable, and resistance is

common. These moments can be frustrating and exhausting, even though they come from a place of
care and love.
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https://youtu.be/4uaiJ-pjUrk
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/FindingDentist.html
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/resources-list/


That’s why providing caregivers with practical tools, education, and support matters. “Brushing the Teeth
of Others” is a training video that shows practical ways to make brushing someone else’s teeth easier,
safer, and more comfortable while supporting dignity and better oral health. Perfect for trainers
teaching caregivers who support people with disabilities. Watch the video here. You can also find more
resources on the Pathways to Oral Health project webpage here as well as on our Dental Care Resource
Library page.

Fun Ideas for Children's Dental Health
Month
During Children’s Dental Health Month, make learning fun! Find creative
ways to teach children about healthy foods and drinks while having fun!
Here is a recipe book full of ideas for your children or students to make.
Children are most likely to eat something they helped make. Yogurt
parfaits are always a yummy hit! Berry Egg Muffins are healthy and taste
good! Celery Stop Lights! Who doesn’t like a fun game of Red Light Green

Light, while eating celery sticks! While making these fun foods, don’t forget to talk about why we should
eat healthy foods. You can also make fruit-infused water! Try adding fruit to your water for that extra
sweet flavor.

Want another fun idea to do with your child or in your classroom? OHK created Picture Puzzles as a fun
interactive way to learn about bacteria in our mouths. Click here to download the Picture Puzzle in both
English and Spanish. While looking for the pictures with your child, talk about germs in your mouth and
why we should brush and floss our teeth twice a day. Here is a handout from the American Dental
Association, Healthy Habits for Healthy Smiles with more activities to do with your child or students. This
handout also includes a toothbrushing chart!

Caring for Your Smile Supports Your
Heart
The American Heart Association and Delta Dental recognize
that oral health plays an important role in overall heart
health. They have created some handouts dentists can use in
their dental offices to show the correlation between oral
health and your heart. There are some below:

Daily Habits that Protect Your Mouth and Heart (in Spanish)
Poster for Lobby about blood pressure and oral health (in Spanish)
Oral Heart Connection (in Spanish)
To find more handouts and more information on heart health and oral health, visit their website.
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https://youtu.be/2IxaSC8U-cc
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/individuals/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/resources-list/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/resources-list/
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2026/2-18-2026/cookbook-recipes-healthy-snacks.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/pdf/WaterRecipes.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/pdf/Picture%20puzzle%20handout-%20both.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/community-initiatives/national-childrens-dental-health-month/2024/2024_ncdhm_combined_english.pdf?rev=4d69c6733d1249f180d64293bf501b55&hash=90187D7FE66B10B9075F57BB89256A51
https://www.heart.org/-/media/Files/Health-Topics/Oral-Health/Daily-Habits.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.heart.org/-/media/Files/Health-Topics/Oral-Health/Daily-Habits-Spanish.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.heart.org/-/media/Files/Health-Topics/Oral-Health/Lobby-Poster.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.heart.org/-/media/Files/Health-Topics/Oral-Health/Lobby-Poster-Spanish.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.heart.org/-/media/Files/Health-Topics/Oral-Health/Oral-Heart-Connection-Guide.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.heart.org/-/media/Files/Health-Topics/Oral-Health/Oral-Heart-Connection-Guide-Spanish.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/oral-health/about-healthy-smiles-healthy-hearts


Taking care of your mouth is another meaningful way to take care of your heart because a healthy smile
supports a healthy body.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Caring for Patients with Trauma and Stress, Thursday,

February 19 from 6 - 7p.m. CST. Register here. 1.0 free CE credit.
Dental Clinic Leadership Conference co-hosted by Community Care Network of Kansas and the Health
Center Association of Nebraska on 4/9-4/10 in Manhattan. Learn more here.
Save the date! The 2026 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 13.

Celebrating Black History Month, we remember
Dr. Robert Freeman who was the first African
American dentist in the United States and the
first African American to graduate from Harvard
Dental School. Freeman’s admission to Harvard

was a powerful act of resistance against racial barriers. His
accomplishment not only marked a personal triumph but also opened
doors for future generations of African American medical and dental
professionals.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!
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https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bLj7DTKM-Dc0yNBzrut9jBer5E9osH1B4SuaTbwVr8XHBLAZyHLOuIaGbrq1nNhU-s3pSKRo88d-ysQWvTwtj2eFgBiV4VYtR3mpkFL5qHUndy0AyfWKX0TC_LQDPnDZqPMLhG4UbLfqzxnTZmiCF8g2XDbjJ1-zFstXT1bmrp1S8mINinB3KTVR_RWXKnKMPYSFaCBxLUWLTMhw1XtpFVQ4qzUjiFnWKOKiLpk0V-YeVyX0kl9qJsx5dhDq22YWH8Rek0u42kr0f_q5w2fBCENekW7xWMXVggljz38mg7N46NWIp1g07uQiY7dJmlD4Z0OXuXZI2ZkB3ARn1t_DPfrtxyT48YJcXIaYao2enxe7wllaNEf2_1efPnwdxC01UDhnLMWnkGC9qhLWP_HEeiBCevEe0rTEgN3gh6PGMN6s~
https://communitycareks.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2037900&group=
http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
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