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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

or click here to
sign up for our
Weekly
Wednesday
Update.

Urgent Dental Rate Increase Advocacy
Needed in the Senate

With your help, we are making good progress on the advocacy to
raise the Medicaid dental rates this year. The Kansas House of
Representatives has included $4 million ($10 million with
matching federal funds) for the dental rate increase in their
budget. This falls short of the $16.9 million ($44.3 million with
matching federal funds) needed for the rate increase, but it is
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good news because it means the increase is on the table and is a priority for the House.

The next step is for the Senate Ways and Means Committee to work on their budget and decide if
they want to include the dental rate increase in the budget. This work will begin on Monday,
March 3. The budget is tight this year, so the Ways and Means Committee is scrutinizing all budget
increases carefully. It is really important for the members of the Committee to hear from constituents
about the importance of the Medicaid dental rate increase.

Please consider reaching out to the members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee,
especially if you are in the district of one of the members. If you have a friend or colleague in one of
their districts, please share this advocacy alert with them. The Committee members’ contact information
is below.

Ask them to support the Medicaid dental rate increase. Remind them of these facts:

= The dental provider network is low a€” 30% of Kansas dentists are Medicaid providers.

= When Missouri raised their rates in 2022 and they implemented a Dental Medicaid Facilitator program,
their provider network increased by 450. They also saw 80,000 more patients and cut the number of
rural counties without a Medicaid provider in half.

= A Dental Medicaid Facilitator program is getting started in Kansas, so the only thing we are missing is
rates that are attractive to dental offices.

= The Special Committee on Sedation Dentistry recommended an overall dental rate increase.

= |t will take $16.9 million SGF, which is a total of $44.3 million with the federal match to raise the rates
in Kansas in a way to meaningfully increase the dental provider network.

Additional talking points and facts are available on the Medicaid dental rate increase advocacy webpage:
https://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidDentalRates.html

Find your legislator by entering your address at this link. The Committee members’ contact information
is below.

Senator's Name Email District City
Larry Alley Larry.Alley@senate.ks.gov 32 Winfield

Rick Billinger Rick.Billinger@senate.ks.gov 40 Goodland
J.R. Claeys JRClaeys@senate.ks.gov 24 Salina

Renee Erickson Renee.Erickson@senate.ks.gov 30 Wichita
Michael Fagg Michael.Fagg@senate.ks.gov 14 El Dorado
Cindy Holscher Cindy.Holscher@senate.ks.gov 8 Overland Park
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Rick Kloos Rick.Kloos@senate.ks.gov 3 Topeka
Stephen Owens  |Stephen.Owens@senate.ks.gov |31 Hesston
Virgil Peck Virgil.Peck@senate.ks.gov 15 Havana
Mike Petersen Mike.Petersen@senate.ks.gov 28 Wichita

Pat Pettey Pat.Pettey@senate.ks.gov 6 Kansas City

Kansas Receives a "C" for the Fifth
REPORT CARD Year

Yesterday we released the Kansas Oral Health Report Card. The
report card evaluates the state's oral health outcomes against
national benchmarks. The report highlights both the progress
Kansas has made and the challenges that remain in ensuring
all Kansans have access to good oral health. Once again,
Kansas received a grade of "C" across multiple indicators. The
data shows us where more research, advocacy, and education are needed.

Some of the findings are below:

23% of children enrolled in Medicaid ages 1-2 received a preventive dental care visit
55% of children not enrolled in Medicaid that are third graders have decay experience
12% of ages 65+ have lost all of their natural teeth due to tooth decay or gum disease
65% of Kansans have access to fluoridated water (natural or adjusted)

You can read the full overview here. Oral Health Kansas continues to overcome barriers that are limiting
individuals to reach adequate dental care. If you have questions about the report you can email us at
info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Last Week for Children's Dental Health Month

As we wrap up the month of February and celebrate National Children’s Dental Health Month, keep in
mind the many activities you can do with your child to teach them oral health habits. The learning
continues beyond the month of February. Below are some ideas to try out!
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Brushing Fights Children know they should brush their teeth but they
Cavities, Bruh don't know why. Brush your teeth as a family to
provide an opportunity to talk about cavities, brushing
and flossing and eating healthy foods. Hum the ABC's
while you're brushing to allow time to brush for two
minutes. Sesame Street has some interactive games

3 — - = & children can do to learn how to properly brush. You
[‘_@-—,ﬂ[% ,74[ [ 4 }édf][g:K |[@ }H@ can play “Brush Those Teeth” here. Children need help

-

- = = = Emm == s brushing their teeth until about the age of 7. Let the
child brush alone while you monitor and then you can
continue to brush for them. Make sure to brush for two minutes at least twice a day and floss! Children
under 3 years old should use about a grain of rice-sized amount of toothpaste and for adults its
recommended using a pea-sized amount of toothpaste.

Family time is important and a fun way to create good bedtime habits as a family is by following the
Brush Book Bed program. Brush your teeth, read a book and go to bed at the same time each night!
Children like routines and knowing what the expectations are helps bedtime become smooth a little
more each day.

The American Dental Association has fun coloring pages In English and Spanish to show how to brush
your teeth. Visit our Consumers webpage for more ideas and helpful one pager Tips and Tricks!

National Read Across America Day

Who doesn't like a good book? Even better, do you like reading
children’s books on oral health? National Read Across America
Day is Sunday, March 2. Take this opportunity to sit down with
your children and read some fun books all about oral health!

Below are books in English and Spanish:

= Potter the Otter: Visits the Dentist

= Potter the Otter: A Tale About Water
= Happy Teeth

= | Brush My Teeth

As if our board members don't have so much to do already, board member Davette McCoy is the author
of Goodnight Teeth. This book talks about the brushing battles so many of us face with our kids and also
has a fun brushing chart!

And for adults, a good read we have found is Teeth: The Story of Beauty, Inequality, and the Struggle for
Oral Health in America. We have also been fortunate to meet the author Mary Otto! In this book she
talks about the oral health crisis in America including the story of Deamonte Driver, the young Maryland
boy whose tragic death was caused from an abscessed tooth.
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It looks like it will be a nice weekend to sit down with a good book!

Upcoming Events

® Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health:
Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course
information.

m Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical

Considerations for Dental Providers.
= Interhab Advocacy Day, March 10 at the Kansas Statehouse.

Click here to learn more.
m Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards

Campus.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Last week we announced our new Project
Coordinator, Monica Turner! Monica will be the
Project Coordinator for the Pathways to Oral
Health project. She holds a Masters of Health
Administration from Wichita State University
and previously served as the Practice Manager for a dental practice in
Wichita. She has already jumped in learning the ropes and quickly
became a part of the OHK team.

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!
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