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Scan the QR code

or click here to
sign up for our

Weekly
Wednesday

Update.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every
Wednesday with oral health, health and policy updates from around the
state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.

February 28, 2024
Volume 15, Issue 8

Legislature Hits Mid-Point
Last Friday was “Turn Around Day” at the Capitol. This marks
the halfway point of the 2024 legislative session and is the
day by which bills needed to pass out of their chamber of
origin. From now until the end of the legislative session, there

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
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will be fewer bills under consideration. Two bills we have been following moved forward last
week.

HB 2453 would allow Kansas to join a new national dentist and dental hygienist interstate
compact which would make it easier for dental professionals to become licensed in the state.
Seven states must pass interstate compact bills in order for it to go into effect. Four states
have passed it since last year, and Kansas is on the list of the states considering a bill. HB 2453
passed out of the House of Representatives with a vote of 119-0. Oral Health Kansas supports
this legislation, and our testimony in favor can be found on our website. The next step is for
the bill to go to the Senate for consideration.

SB 103 would eliminate the “20 percent rule” in the Kansas Dental Practice Act. The “20
percent rule” in Kansas says that a dentist who owns a practice must be in the practice at least
20 percent of the time the office is open. The bill passed out of the Senate Public Health and
Welfare Committee, but has not been considered by the full Senate yet. It is still alive for
consideration. Oral Health Kansas submitted neutral testimony on this bill. That testimony
also is on our website.

The Legislature will meet through the first week of April. During this time we will learn if these
bills and any other legislation affecting the oral health community will pass. The House Health
and Human Services Committee also has promised a hearing on Medicaid expansion before
the end of March. Oral Health Kansas will submit testimony in favor of expansion.

Along with these bills, Oral Health Kansas’ advocacy to include $4.8 million in the state budget
to cover dental exams, x-rays, and cleanings for adults in the Medicaid program is moving
forward. Today the Senate Ways and Means Committee accepted the recommendation for
this funding in their budget. The House Appropriations Committee recommended the funding
be considered during the wrap-up portion of the legislative session known as Veto Session in
late April. We will continue the advocacy to get the funding into the budget as quickly as
possible. Learn more about the advocacy initiative on our website.

If you have any questions about pending legislation or the legislative budget process, please
contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.

We Need Your Responses by February 29
Recently we have been asking for your help to give us ideas on ways to improve oral health in
Kansas. Using Thought Exchange, a brief survey that allows you to provide us with ideas, we
will take your responses to create our goals for our strategic plan. While many of you are on

https://kslegislature.org/li/b2023_24/measures/documents/hb2453_00_0000.pdf
https://ddhcompact.org/
https://ddhcompact.org/
https://oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html
https://kslegislature.org/li/b2023_24/measures/documents/sb103_00_0000.pdf
https://oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html
https://oralhealthkansas.org/BasicPreventiveAdvocacy.html
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org
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the ground in communities, you see first-hand what health
and oral health problems we are facing in Kansas.

This brief survey consists of four multiple choice items and
one Exchange question on potential steps. After you have
responded, you will also have the opportunity to rate the
importance of ideas shared by others. We encourage you
to rate as many ideas as you can and to come back often
to rate newly shared ideas. The survey will close on

Thursday, February 29, 2024.

The more responses we receive, the more assistance we have to create goals for our strategic
plan and help make improvements in our oral health! Share the survey with everyone! We all
want better health for the future of our families. Click here to respond to this quick survey.

Success Begins with a Smile
Last week, Kathy Hunt, OHK Dental Program Director, delivered a
presentation entitled “Success Begins with a Smile”, to young individuals
residing in the Wyandotte County Juvenile Detention Center in Kansas
City, Kansas. Assisted by James Davis, RDH, they had lively conversations
with the 24 students as well as the staff from the juvenile detention
center. The presentation centered on the role good oral health plays not
only in the young people’s overall health, but their ability to succeed in

life.

During the session, students engaged in a hands-on activity that allowed them to observe the
acidic effects that simple carbohydrates have on teeth. They were astonished and visibly
impacted by the demonstration. Afterwords, staff reported that many of the students were
seen looking in their own mouths and chatting about what they learned.

We are very pleased with the launch of this new project and look forward to having
opportunities for it to grow and expand. Thank you to CareSource for sponsoring the
development of an impactful educational program for Kansas youth!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hI0T93YeHzI3AzaEZJECkSIgaB8tGyeILCXAJ_nnLA7poCOEkHhGX_CmHgmMqgYDLK-x3u68wt8kZc8v1Z1HDlV028B24ZONpkpfYQXKOUbNElH6I_ywYU0-j3Fks0E7xw3O0sJGuV8Ztq6-XiCCg0BydBeZHkoc&c=Rraf4PKuzszcX2QXUlZ8h4BJ4md2cOn3QHbWSkgY6iqi43vSytTo1Q==&ch=nHU6mzX2AaChik4ZHklOiesIkTfobl1QVmFNl_6WfSarc7schItN9Q==
https://www.caresource.com/
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Guardians of Smiles: Veterans Oral
Health
Across the country, more than 85% of Veteran Health
Administration enrollees are not eligible for dental care
coverage. A white paper by CareQuest Institute and the
American Institute of Dental Public Health (AIDPH), shares
that veterans have greater rates of tooth decay and gum

disease than their civilian peers. They’re also more likely than non-veterans to have diabetes
and hypertension, which dental disease can make harder and more expensive to manage.

8.6% of the Kansas population, or about 192,964 people, are veterans
14.4% of veterans live in a rural county
Geary, Clay and Leavenworth County have the highest veteran population

Join us on March 12 at 12:00pm for a dynamic one-hour webinar sponsored by AIDPH
designed to empower state-based stakeholders to illuminate gaps and identify solutions for
Kansas veterans and their oral health. You can also earn one CEU for this free webinar.
Register here!

Excellence in Oral Health Awards Are
Now Open
In the 20th year of honoring Kansans for their hard work around
oral health in their communities, we’re excited to announce the
Excellence in Oral Health Awards nominations are now open!
This is a wonderful opportunity to recognize and celebrate the
outstanding contributions and achievements of individuals who
have demonstrated excellence in oral health. Whether it be

through projects, leadership, or volunteerism, we encourage you to nominate individuals who
have made a significant difference.

We ask that you don’t nominate a previous award winner again so that everyone has an
opportunity! You can view previous award winners here. Click here to nominate someone for
the 2024 Excellence in Oral Health Awards or here for the Ron Alexander Outstanding Dental
Champion Award. The deadline to submit a nomination is Monday, September 23 at 5 pm.
The winners will be honored at the Conference on Oral Health on Friday, November 8 at the
Kansas State Olathe Campus.

https://www.carequest.org/system/files/CareQuest_Institute_Veteran-Oral-Health.pdf
https://aidph.org/kansas-virtual-road-tour/
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/AwardWinners.html
http://tinyurl.com/3xtbvmc6
http://tinyurl.com/364zkc6x
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Conference.html
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Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

Webinar: Community and Population Health Projects, Wednesday, February 28 from 6p-
7p.m. CST. Register here.
Genesis Family Health Dental Clinic, dental screenings and fluoride applications - February
29, 3p-6p. Click here for the flyer. (Spanish here).
Early Learning Advocacy Day at the Capitol on March 6. Find out more here.
Medicaid Expansion Rally, March 6 at 12:30pm CST in the 2nd floor rotunda of the Kansas
Statehouse. RSVP here.
Missouri Oral Health Policy Conference, March 7-8, 2024, DoubleTree by Hilton, Jefferson
City, Missouri. Register here.
First Annual Community Care Fair, Saturday, March 9 from 12-6 pm, Salem Baptist Church,
1824 N 11th St, Kansas City, KS. Click here for more information.
Webinar: Advancing Veteran Oral Health in Kansas, March 12 at 12pm CST. Register here.
Interhab Advocacy Day, March 14. Click here for more information.
Alliance for a Healthy Kansas monthly meetings, Events | Alliance for a Healthy Kansas 2022
(expandkancare.com)
Save the date! 2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

GraceMed Health Clinic and Shawnee County Oral Health Coalition Member, LaTonya Hidalgo,
had a table full of oral health resources during National Children’s Dental Health Month to

https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VX44jC5n31jsN2_1SZMdbX93W1TDTHt59d7V2N8SvFDC5g8s-W5BWr2F6lZ3nPW7sHk9s6yPC9sW1DP8kJ7MHkFrW7-zsMJ8R3-9fW1ldWmV4fQzk4W6_V3BR6SClTmW3DqxLb6k_WrbW52DNQs6pP7CdW6kBT9b1kjKh7W1B4zmt7cFKn4VYy6q98PG8tjW6Vx2pw3N7tbfW5GFwKz1TFg16W7MLs257Sv676W4CBx-H6WfjHSW32BvrM1Z9fq5W3JPh7c93Fv3fW48t3w54WLBbXW2zj7Kx6C7DzmN7sLthZx_yGRW2yjg9z3tdBv4V2Bwgd5Xdc9GW6P8Mjv84qC-zV7Bddk33qw-2W638H9t48bfrjW6XzCQb5xT9vzW4qkdDj1xdTH0N98_MLvYqqpHN2hWZSDZ57PxVD9x498dgkzTVBmVb9551TvzVWpTkv7NhQ37VLt_mD46s9ZYM_GPkGgtqddW3Rk-sK47ZHHVf40wdnj04
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2024/2-28-2024/Once%20upon%20a%20Smile.png
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2024/2-28-2024/Spanish%20Once%20Upon%20a%20Smile.png
https://www.ksheadstart.org/news/2024/2/7/register-now-for-early-learning-day-at-the-capitol-2024
https://click.everyaction.com/k/79426915/456439695/1132706112?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzcyNTg3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImY4MmQ1ZDQwLWNjZDAtZWUxMS04NWY5LTAwMjI0ODIyMzc5NCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAic29sbW9zQG9yYWxoZWFsdGhrYW5zYXMub3JnIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=thS5SPIFVjoZtuJzJW8nRvcUhmH5QafXk3GMfTJIfIk=&emci=6f3a6402-1ad0-ee11-85f9-002248223794&emdi=f82d5d40-ccd0-ee11-85f9-002248223794&ceid=448321
https://oralhealthmissouri.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=278c65f5674ebb9f270bd6bb7&id=b4cf413e0f&e=d1f5d8d640
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU/2024/2-28-2024/CCF_FlyerFINAL_2024.pdf
https://aidph.org/kansas-virtual-road-tour/
https://interhab.org/advocacy/
https://www.expandkancare.com/events/
https://www.expandkancare.com/events/
https://oralhealthkansas.org/info@oralhealthkansas.org


6/6

share with families
coming to the clinic.
Thank you, LaTonya,
for your dedication
helping families

understand how important their oral
health is.

 If you're interested in learning more about
the Shawnee County Oral Health Coalition,
email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us
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