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Scan the QR code

or click here to
sign up for our

Weekly
Wednesday

Update.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday with oral health, health and
policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
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Legislative Update: Interstate Compact & Medicaid
Expansion
The Kansas Legislature is in its 10th week and has just this week and next for committees
to consider bills. During the week of March 25, both the House and Senate will debate
bills committees have passed, and then conference committees and more full House and
Senate debate will continue during the week of April 1. Friday, April 5 is “First
Adjournment,” which is the final day of the regular legislative session.

This week the Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee will hold a hearing on HB
2453, which is the bill that would enact the Dentist and Dental Hygienist Compact in

Kansas. The House passed the bill unanimously three weeks ago. Five states have enacted the Compact so far, and if seven states
enact it, it would be able to go into effect. Virginia’s governor just signed legislation approving the compact this week. That state
joins Oregon, Iowa, Michigan, and Tennessee in approving legislation. Oral Health Kansas will provide testimony in support of the
bill. You can find that testimony and all of our testimony this year on our website.

The House and Senate have announced they have scheduled Medicaid expansion hearings on Wednesday, March 20. Oral Health
Kansas has provided written testimony in support of expansion. Alliance for a Healthy Kansas is urging stakeholders to be in the
Capitol that day to show support for Medicaid expansion. They will provide lunch to those who attend on the 20th. Exact times and
locations are still to be announced, but attendees can RSVP on their website to get more details and be notified when the final
schedule is released.

The tentative meeting schedule follows:

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://kslegislature.org/li/b2023_24/measures/documents/hb2453_00_0000.pdf
https://kslegislature.org/li/b2023_24/measures/documents/hb2453_00_0000.pdf
https://ddhcompact.org/
https://oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html
https://oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html
https://expandkancare.com/
https://click.everyaction.com/k/80831856/460526489/327957440?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzcyNTg3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjE0ZjU3MzJiLWExZTAtZWUxMS04NWZiLTAwMjI0ODIyMzc5NCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAidGRvcmZAb3JhbGhlYWx0aGthbnNhcy5vcmciDQp9&hmac=IDBeUQTHnED-CBKkshNWwqKGOc3p5rndkRqmY0mVIYA=&emci=b0abefa0-90e0-ee11-85fb-002248223794&emdi=14f5732b-a1e0-ee11-85fb-002248223794&ceid=446025
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10:30am (subject to change)
Joint Hearing of the Senate Ways & Means Committee and the Senate Public Health & Welfare Committee
Chaired by Senator Carolyn McGinn
Location: Old Supreme Court Room, 346-S 
Lunch provided for attendees - location TBA
1:30pm (subject to change)
Hearing of the House Health & Human Services Committee
Chaired by Representative Brenda Landwehr
Location: Committee room 112-N

Investing in Oral Health
Dental care impacts more than just one’s mouth. It impacts your overall health and can affect your daily life.
The effects of poor oral health extend beyond personal well-being and can have significant implications such
as workplace productivity. Employees experiencing dental pain or discomfort may be less focused, more
irritable, and prone to absenteeism. Furthermore, untreated oral health issues can result in decreased job
satisfaction and reduced morale among employees.

Executive Director, Tanya Dorf Brunner, shared an article in the March 2024 issue of TK Business Magazine, how important it is for
companies to provide preventive dental care to their employees. Employees who have access to dental coverage prioritize their oral
health and maintain their health. As the link between oral health and overall well-being becomes more evident, investing in oral
health is not just a sound business decision but also a strategic imperative for organizations committed to sustaining growth and
success in the long term.

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month
It is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month! First observed in 1987, March is
dedicated to raising awareness, promoting inclusion, and advocating for the rights
and well-being of individuals with developmental disabilities. 

A ‘developmental disability’ refers to a group of long-lasting conditions that affects
how a person's body, learning abilities, language skills, or behavior develops. These
challenges usually start before a person enters adulthood and can make it harder to

do everyday tasks, particularly in a world often not designed to make aspects of life as accessible as possible for all.1 

In the US, individuals with developmental disabilities often face worse oral health, including a higher risk of untreated cavities and
gum disease than their counterparts without disabilities. This is linked to the number of barriers to receiving oral healthcare,
resulting in adequate oral healthcare being the number 1 unmet health need for people with disabilities in the country.2

Recognizing the need for change in the dental field, Oral Health Kansas established three important teams; Pathway to Oral Health,
the Lived Experience Advisory Group, and the Sedation Dental Care Task Force. By bringing together a diverse group of
professionals and community members from across the state and beyond, we believe we can work together to improve the oral
health of Kansans with developmental disabilities.

We are looking forward to highlighting our resources, successes, and ongoing work to improve oral health and healthcare for people
with developmental disabilities throughout the month of March and beyond.

1.https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldisabilities/facts.html#:~:text=Developmental%20disabilities%20are%20a%20group,last%20thro
2. https://paoh.org/resources/#info-graphic

March is National Nutrition Month
National Nutrition Month is dedicated to raising awareness about the importance of making informed food choices and developing
healthy eating habits. Creating healthy habits early can help families promote positive eating behaviors. Head Start Early Childhood

https://tkmagazine.com/
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldisabilities/facts.html#:~:text=Developmental%20disabilities%20are%20a%20group,last%20throughout%20a%20person's%20lifetime
https://paoh.org/resources/#info-graphic
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Learning and Knowledge Center has several resources on their website to help with ideas for nutritious
meals. Cooks Corner: Recipes for Healthy Snacks, provides fun recipes for families and easy enough,
your child can help you.

Drinking water throughout the day instead of juice or sodas not only keeps you hydrated but also
eliminates the chances of acid attacks, which cause cavities. Sipping on sugary drinks all day causes acid
attacks when the bacteria in your mouth comes into contact with sugars in your mouth. Mealtime is a
chance to drink beverages other than water because the food helps the sugary drink stay off of your
teeth.

Another way to eat healthier, is to eat a limited amount of foods with sugar and starches and serve them at meal times instead of as
a snack. Choose foods high in fiber, such as whole grains, legumes, fruits, and vegetables. Fiber aids digestion, helps maintain a
healthy weight, and supports heart health.

Our website has many more resources to help you find ways to choose healthier snacks and beverages. Check it out! Our Sugary
Drink Display is a traveling display that shows how much sugar is in each beverage. This is a fun and interactive way to show families
what’s really in their drink!

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1
CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals and Caring for Individuals
with Disabilities: Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.
Interhab Advocacy Day, March 14. Click here for more information.
Webinar: The Future Oral Health Workforce Project: Oral Health Equity Through Workforce

Design, March 14, 1-2:30pm CST. Click here.
Alliance for a Healthy Kansas monthly meetings, Events | Alliance for a Healthy Kansas 2022 (expandkancare.com)
Save the date! 2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe Campus, 22201 W
Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

At the 2023 Conference on Oral Health, Shawn Oprisiu, RDH and Dental Champions
Alumni, received the 2023 Outstanding Dental Hygienist Award. Shawn has made
great strides to help improve the oral health of her community. Her hard work and
dedication to alternative care models of dentistry is creating opportunities for
children to receive oral health care at Swope Health.

If you know someone who has a story like Shawn, nominate them for the Excellence in Oral Health Award.
There are several categories to pick from. Winners will be honored during the 2024 Conference on Oral
Health. Find out more information by visiting our
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/AwardWinners.htmlwebsite.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations. These displays are eye
catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only
have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more

about sugary drink display reservations!

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/cookbook-recipes-healthy-snacks.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Consumers.html
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://interhab.org/advocacy/
https://chwsny.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7960dfcf756f94605561779d&id=b690883f46&e=c783ccd28c
https://www.expandkancare.com/events/
https://oralhealthkansas.org/info@oralhealthkansas.org
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/AwardWinners.html
http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
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Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
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https://twitter.com/OralHealth_KS
https://twitter.com/OralHealth_KS
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2915638/profile
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2915638/profile
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org



