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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

Scan the QR code

To view past issues click here.

or click here to
i f
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=) Join the Oral Health Kansas Team

b
JOIN OUR Oral Health Kansas (OHK) is searching for the next person to lead our
organization. Tanya Dorf Brunner, Executive Director of Oral Health Kansas, has
announced she will be stepping down from her role to serve as Executive
Director of the American Network of Oral Health Coalitions (ANOHC), a national

organization that supports and strengthens state oral health coalitions across
the country. We're excited for Tanya’s next adventure!
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http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html

The OHK Executive Director will lead the organization and advance its mission to improve oral health
statewide through advocacy, systems change, and coalition building. The role requires a mission driven,
collaborative leader who can turn vision into results while sustaining an inclusive culture. This person
will build and take care of strong relationships with lawmakers, funders, and community partners,
support the OHK team, and help the organization grow across the state in a steady, long-lasting way. The
position offers flexible remote work within Kansas, with optional Topeka office use and occasional in
person meetings, events, and legislative engagement.

This position is full time and offers flexible remote work within Kansas, with optional Topeka office use
and occasional in-person meetings, events, and legislative engagement. Those interested in applying can
access the full job description and requirements, as well as apply here.

If you have any questions about the position, please call HR Partners (785) 233-7860.

Developmental Disabilities Awareness
Month

March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, a time to
promote inclusion, understanding, and support for people with
developmental disabilities. It's also an opportunity to highlight an often-
overlooked issue: oral health.

People with developmental disabilities, such as autism spectrum
disorder, down syndrome, and cerebral palsy, may face unique
challenges in maintaining good oral hygiene. These can include difficulty
with daily brushing and flossing, sensory sensitivities, limited access to
specialized dental care, or medications that affect oral health.

Good oral health is essential to overall well-being. Untreated dental
issues can lead to pain, infection, difficulty eating, and even impact
speech and self-esteem. Regular dental visits, proper hygiene routines, and caregiver support play a key
role in prevention.

During this month, communities and healthcare providers are encouraged to:

Raise awareness about oral health disparities
Promote accessible and inclusive dental care
Support caregivers with education and resources
Encourage routine dental checkups

On the Pathways to Oral Health website, we have several resources to help families with their loved
one’s dental care. For individuals who resist toothbrushing, we have a handout with tips on how to help.
We also have resources for adaptive aids to help with toothbrushing. Find some Practical Oral Care for
people with Cerebral Palsy as well. We also have resources for dentists to help families.
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https://hrpks.catsone.com/careers/10387-General/jobs/16784409-Executive-Director/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Resists-Toothbrushing-Handout.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Populations/ResourcesForAdaptiveAides.pdf
https://www.nidcr.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/practical-oral-care-cerebral-palsy.pdf
https://www.nidcr.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/practical-oral-care-cerebral-palsy.pdf

Fluoride Supplements: Evidence,

Guidance, and Safety
Join CareQuest Institute for Oral Health and the American Academy of
Pediatric Dentistry for a webinar this Thursday, March 26 that will
1 review the current evidence supporting fluoride supplements as a safe
7 - | and effective tool for caries prevention.
A 3

Through case examples and practical discussion, the expert speakers
will examine clinical indications for fluoride supplementation, common access barriers, and
opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration between dental and medical providers. They'll also share
strategies and communication tools to confidently address patient and caregiver questions and
concerns related to fluoride supplements.

You can earn up to 1 CE credit. Register here.

-

Lived Experience Advisory Group Member
Speaks to Hygiene Students

Education Coordinator, Abby Richwine and Lived Experience Advisory Member,
Melanie Jacobs, spoke to a group of dental hygiene students at Wichita State
University last Friday. Abby shared oral health resources such as the My Dental
Care Passport and Sensory Friendly Modifications you can use in your dental
office. Melanie shared her family experiences trying to find dental care for her
daughter who has cerebral palsy. She spoke of the struggles, the numerous
phone calls she’s had to make to find a dentist that not only takes Medicaid but
also someone that would see a patient with a disability. Her daughter has made great strides and is now
able to have a dental visit in a dental office and not a hospital setting. Having students hear this story
firsthand puts in perspective that they can truly make a difference in their patients’ lives.

Members of our Lived Experience Advisory Group have been giving presentations for dental and dental
hygiene students across the state over the past year. We are hopeful we can continue to reach dental
and dental hygiene students to bring awareness to what they can do as they're preparing to enter their
professions.

National Reading Month

March is National Reading Month, but if you're like many of us, you don't need
just one month out of the year to enjoy a good book. National Reading Month
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https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VWhS-d4v9qw6W1_y4664xmL-CW7HlLKX5LQyZ1N6-TNZs2-ZW0W69sMD-6lZ3l-MpNq4n_9vGpW33zcrD12lplCV5VR2G2v14f5W4tf3D_2C6FqrW7SnRB-80vp9pW6WBJ5G97L2XvVTPwbr6XTFMJW8TRsZ91YlB3NW1DxJ3k2yxVrqW7bX-l711pdhBW798sh69lp91_W5vTNwg1WMwq7W8-FRmh4FCqs8W6Rh4C_2_F33tW45PF8T954GprW2RmVQf7p3TSnN99RpCkgr38VW8hVjLd3Zv976Vd5XK05T3PbtW7cKKw68MykxKf3kP6pv04
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Sensory-Friendly-Modifications-SA-version.pdf

was designed to encourage children and adults to read every day and celebrate the joys and benefits
that reading has. We also know that if we model reading a book, our children will follow and also enjoy
reading. Reading fosters imagination and language development. Spending time reading with your
children or reading out loud as a family generates closeness and strengthens family bonds. Reading at
bedtime also helps calm children down and helps them go to bed with positive thoughts.

The Brush Book Bed model not only helps create storytelling time, but it also helps with bedtime
routines. You brush your teeth together, read a book and then go to bed at the same time each night.
Try to give yourself enough time to do this routine. Children learn better when they're on a routine and

soon enough, they’ll be asking you to get ready for bed so they can read a book with you and spend time
together winding down.

Upcoming Events

® Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.

m Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.

n Webinar: Fluoride Supplements: Evidence, Guidance, and Safety on
March 26 from 6:00pm-7:00pm CST. Register here.

m Dental Clinic Leadership Conference co-hosted by Community Care Network of Kansas and the Health
Center Association of Nebraska on April 9 - April 10 in Manhattan. Learn more here.

= Webinar: Prevention First a€" Better Oral Health for All on April 6 from 7:00pm-8:00pm CST. Register
here.

m Save the date! The 2026 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 13 at the KU Edwards
Campus.

The Shawnee County Oral Health

Coalition met at the county health

department office last week and

learned about all the services they

- provide, including how the home visiting .

program uses the Brush Book Bed model to help families adopt ?Phl?ﬁﬂﬂ.q?
healthy bedtime routines. The Coalition has been meeting at the

offices of each of the coalition members to learn more about
what each organization does.

Shawnee County Health Department
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https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/BBB_handout_Jan2023.pdf
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VWhS-d4v9qw6W1_y4664xmL-CW7HlLKX5LQyZ1N6-TNZs2-ZW0W69sMD-6lZ3n_VSNTjm3hZlBSN2gb3FP1qlLnN8pnG8pvVKXfV773h29b1Y7qW3xLPjD96LlPHW4Vvmhq8mFCbTW6T95gX587Mq5W7YxvjV29KlylW8CtXl87bxV1QW13RHN_6wL3DkW2Wmq-G8624n_W5B8brR28Y_fXW4T6yr92csh_TW4md03t5k3Q8vW6mcLY41_t0WRW5Vd5pP63GvydW70_JCb361nzFW62JnR996vr4-W65h9jX1tBGvfW5-QypR8gRMNgf8mNJXT04
https://communitycareks.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2037900&group=
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bW6IABo6mpWkhTkKJHkJ4QwajkN1ksBNXbN7szAjbL7ghzMiZNGBGwsQd7t1omlO7WkMWfz381kykHpfafDZUWA~~

If you're in Shawnee County and want to join the coalition, email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org. The
group meetings for one hour over the lunch hour, 12:00pm-1:00pm every other month.

Sugary Drink Display

These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink

display reservations!

Follow Us
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Oral Health Kansas - PO BOX 4567 * Topeka, KS 66604
785.235.6039 phone * 785.233.5564 fax « info@oralhealthkansas.org
Copyright 2026

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
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