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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
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novemeer7th | Sponsor and Exhibit at the 2025
2025 Conference on Oral Health

Conference on

Make plans to participate in our annual conference to

ORAL meet advocates, dentists, dental hygienists, students,
HEAI-TH community members, volunteers, and others from
around the state and the region. Learn about oral health
issues in Kansas and national news. Our hybrid 2025 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday,

November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus, 12600 S Quivira Rd, Overland Park.
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https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html

We have exhibitor and sponsorship opportunities available now! Spots are limited. Click here to learn
more about the sponsorship and exhibitor options, and click here to register as a sponsor or exhibitor in
2025. Contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org to learn more.

Celebrate Disabilities Awareness
Month with AAPD

Dental Practice Support for Providing Care to People with
Disabilities

Join the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD)
and special guests Holli Seabury (Delta Dental
Foundation) and Dr. Jeff Johnston (Delta Dental of
Michigan) for this webinar designed to help dental
teams discover practical strategies to:

= Enhance your team's preparedness for serving patients with disabilities
= Implement operational supports that make inclusive care a reality
= Bring proven best practices to your community

Don't miss this opportunity to learn from leading experts and elevate your practice's commitment to -

and support for - providing accessible care.
Friday, March 28th at 12 PM CT
Save your spot here!

Health
Policy
Institute

ADA American Dental Association®

What Happens if Medicaid adult
dental benefits go away?

In Kansas, we have made great progress over the last
three years in ensuring that Medicaid covers dental
care for adults. Thousands of Kansas adults with
Medicaid coverage are now able to access dental
exams, cleanings, fillings, crowns, periodontal care, and

dentures. Countless lives have changed for the better because of this dental coverage.

Over the past few weeks, Congress has been discussing plans to make large budget cuts in human
services funding, which would necessitate major cuts in Medicaid spending. If this comes to fruition,
Medicaid dental services will be impacted, and adult dental services in Kansas and across the country

likely would be eliminated.
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The American Dental Association’s Health Policy Institute published a new issue brief this week
examining what would happen if Medicaid adult dental benefits went away. The issue brief estimates
that if adult dental benefits were eliminated nationwide, the cost to the healthcare industry in just one
year would total $1.9 billion. This is because dental disease directly affects chronic conditions such as
heart disease and diabetes, and because people will begin seeking care in emergency rooms if dental
care is not covered.

The brief projects the cost to the state of Kansas of eliminating the Medicaid adult dental benefit will be
$39 million in just five years. Thousands of Kansans would lose dental care; their dental and overall
health would suffer; and the costs to the healthcare system would skyrocket. ADA President Brett
Kessler, DDS, said, “This research confirms what we have known for years about the importance of the
adult Medicaid dental benefit to the overall healthcare system. | encourage all members and oral health
stakeholders to use this research brief to proactively defend adult Medicaid dental benefits to your state
and federal lawmakers.”

What can you do?

m Read more in the jssue brief and an article about it in the ADA News.

= Share the issue brief with your colleagues.

m Reach out to your members of Congress to urge them to preserve current Medicaid policy and
funding, because it will save the state of Kansas money and protect Kansans' oral and overall health.

- Senator Jerry Moran
- Senator Roger Marshall

- Congressman Tracey Mann

- Congressman Derek Schmidt
- Congresswoman Sharice Davids

- Congressman Ron Estes

Contact Oral Health Kansas at info@oralhealthkansas.org to learn more and for help taking action.

- How Dental Care During Pregnancy
Can Help Prevent Health Problems
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A new study about dental care and pregnancy complications was
published this month in the journal of the American Dental
A Association.The article, “Use of Oral Health Services Among
{ N , Pregnant Women and Associations with Gestational Diabetes and
‘ Hypertensive Disorders of Pregnancy," examines how getting
dental care during pregnancy can lower the chances of developing serious health problems like
gestational diabetes and high blood pressure.

Using data from 2016 to 2020, the study found that women who didn't get their teeth cleaned or visit the
dentist when they had problems were more likely to develop health complications. Women who did not
access preventive dental care were 13% more likely to develop gestational diabetes and 8% more likely

3/5


https://www.ada.org/resources/research/health-policy-institute
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/resources/research/hpi/what_happens_if_adult_Medicaid_dental_goes_away.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/resources/research/hpi/what_happens_if_adult_Medicaid_dental_goes_away.pdf
https://adanews.ada.org/ada-news/2025/march/what-happens-if-the-adult-medicaid-dental-benefit-goes-away/
https://www.moran.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-jerry
https://www.marshall.senate.gov/contact/contact-form/
https://mann.house.gov/contact
https://schmidt.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://davids.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://estes.house.gov/contact/
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org
https://jada.ada.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0002-8177%2825%2900040-6
https://jada.ada.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0002-8177%2825%2900040-6
https://jada.ada.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0002-8177%2825%2900040-6

to have high blood pressure. Those who needed dental care but didn't get it had a 28% higher chance of
having high blood pressure. The findings show that taking care of your teeth during pregnancy can
improve overall health for both moms and babies

The article notes practical considerations for medical and dental professionals. Health care professionals
should emphasize to pregnant women the importance of receiving dental care, and dentists should
improve their knowledge and ability to treat pregnant women, especially those with pregnancy
complications.

Oral Health Kansas has several Tips and Tricks related to pregnancy and oral health. Read more and
share these:

® Pregnancy, Gum disease & Diabetes
® Pregnancy, Gum disease & Diabetes-Spanish

® Morning Sickness
® Morning Sickness-Spanish

m Pregnancy and Dental Care
m Pregnancy and Dental Care-Spanish

Education Coordinator, Abby Richwine, presented to the
Shawnee County Oral Health Coalition members last week.
She shared the goals for the Pathways to Oral Health project
and the work our partners have been doing to improve
dental care for people with disabilities, including the new
Pathways to Oral Health Project website that will be debuting soon.

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Tips%20And%20Tricks/Tips%20and%20Tricks-%20Pregnancy%20Gum%20disease%20and%20Diabetes.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Tips%20And%20Tricks/Tips%20and%20Tricks-%20Pregnancy%20Gum%20disease%20and%20Diabetes%20-%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Tips%20And%20Tricks/Tips%20and%20Tricks%20-%20Morning%20Sickness%20and%20Your%20Oral%20Health%20-%20English.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Tips%20And%20Tricks/Tips%20and%20Tricks%20-%20Morning%20Sickness%20and%20Your%20Oral%20Health%20-%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Tips%20And%20Tricks/Tips%20and%20Tricks-%20Pregnancy%20and%20Dental%20Care%20-%20English.pdf
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