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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.

or click here to
sign up for our

March 5, 2025 Weekly

Wednesday

Volume 16, Issue 9 Update.

Legislative Update: Fluoride &
Rates

Last week the House Water Committee held a hearing to
learn more about water fluoridation. They were not
considering a bill to make any policy change, but they
wanted to learn more about fluoridation. Abilene dentist
and our 2024 Chairman’s Award winner Dr. Bea Brittan
gave a thorough review of the value and importance of
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water fluoridation. Kansas Dental Association Executive Director Kevin Robertson provided a scientific
overview of the issue, and Oral Health Kansas Executive Director Tanya Dorf Brunner provided a
historical background of water fluoridation in the U.S. KDHE Bureau of Water Director Tom Stiles shared
insight about water quality management and technology.

Water Committee members had good questions about water fluoridation and were particularly
interested in the quality management processes and how the current optimal water fluoridation level
was set. Committee Chairman Rep. Dan Minnix concluded the hearing by reiterating how the naturally
occurring levels of fluoride vary by geographic area and noted that the Committee will take no action on
this issue. You can read Oral Health Kansas' testimony on our website and watch a recording of the
hearing on YouTube.

This week the Senate Ways and Means Committee is beginning its work on the state budget. The House
wrapped up their work on February 20 and included $4 million of state funds (a total of $10 million with
federal matching funds) for a Medicaid dental rate increase in their budget. This falls short of the $16.9
million of state funds ($44 million with federal matching funds) we requested, but this is a very tight
budget year, so it is good news that the House has prioritized a dental rate increase.

The Ways and Means Committee’s process is different this year because there are no budget
subcommittees and no opportunities for verbal public testimony. Nevertheless, Oral Health Kansas and
our partners have been reaching out to the members of the Ways and Means Committee and are
providing written testimony. The current count is at least 11 individual testimonies about the importance
of the rate increase will be received by the Committee.

We will keep you posted as we learn more through this process. You can always learn more about the
rate increase advocacy on our website. Contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org with any questions.

Excellence in Oral Health Awards

—
?;-f’“ﬁf. T Nominations are Now Open
] \ PO
Lf’ A = L FI.« The 2025 Excellence in Oral Health Award nominations are now open!
iﬁggg’,gf_;_’gh These nominations honor dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants,
4;-\’3; : 5‘;'2 : educators, policymakers, or community advocates who promote oral
"-;Qli | l ;E__gi/" r health awareness, provide exceptional care, or improve access to dental
b ﬂ' el services. Many oral health professionals and advocates go above and
e beyond to improve access to care, promote preventive practices, and
educate the community. A nomination shows appreciation for their
efforts!

You can nominate someone for the Excellence in Oral Health Award or Ron Alexander Outstanding
Dental Champion Award. The Ron Alexander Outstanding Dental Champion award is designed to
recognize the outstanding work a Dental Champion has done as a direct result of participating in the
Dental Champions Leadership Program,
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Visit the website to fill out the nomination forms. The deadline is Friday, August 29.

National Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month

National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, observed
every March, highlights the importance of inclusion,
understanding, and support for individuals with developmental
disabilities. Oral health is a critical but often overlooked aspect of
overall well-being for people with developmental disabilities.
Individuals with Developmental Disabilities face many oral health

challenges:

m Limited Access to Care - Many individuals face barriers in finding dental professionals who are trained
to address their specific needs.

= Sensory Sensitivities - Some may struggle with the sensations of brushing, flossing, or visiting the
dentist.

= Motor Skill Difficulties - Conditions like cerebral palsy can make brushing and flossing difficult without
assistance.

®= Medications & Diet - Certain medications and dietary habits can increase the risk of tooth decay or dry
mouth.

= Communication Barriers - Difficulty in expressing pain or discomfort can lead to untreated dental
issues.

The Pathways to Oral Health Project team have a goal to improve Medicaid dental care for people with
disabilities. We hope to ensure that the voices of people with disabilities are at the forefront of this work
as we pave the way for a sustainable system of care for the Medicaid dental program for members with
disabilities. Our three strategies will be:

m Expanding My Dental Care Passport
= Developing and Promoting Educational Tools
= Strengthening the Medicaid Dental Provider Network

Watch our Weekly Wednesday Update for all the work we're doing with the Pathways to Oral Health
project!

OHK Staff Educates Early Childhood Professionals

Last week, Oral Health Kansas staff attended the Kansas Division of Early Childhood (KDEC) conference,
engaging with nearly 350 participants. They staffed two exhibit tables - one showcasing OHK educational
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materials and the other highlighting the new Pathways to Oral Health
project. Both tables attracted significant interest, and the team took
the opportunity to encourage attendees to contact their legislators
about the upcoming vote on Medicaid dental rate increases!

Education Coordinator, Abby Richwine and Dental Program Director,
Kathy Hunt, presented Healthy Smiles, Bright Futures: Promoting Oral
Health for Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood at the conference.
Tooth decay is a childhood epidemic and those with disabilities and
complex health conditions are most vulnerable. It's important for
professionals and stakeholders in the field of early childhood
education to learn to identify oral health issues that may cause
barriers in a child’s learning and behavior.

Join the Conference on Oral Health
Planning Committee

Do you like to plan events? Do you want to help plan the 2025
Conference on Oral Health? We're looking for members to join
the Conference Planning Committee. This committee is
currently made up of staff, board members and Dental Champion Alumni but we're always interested in
learning from everyone else!

The committee meets every month via Zoom for an hour and corresponds via email and attend the
Conference on Oral Health Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus in Overland Park.

If you're interested and would like to apply for the committee, click here!

Upcoming Events

m Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health:
Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course
information.

® Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical
Considerations for Dental Providers.

= Interhab Advocacy Day, March 10 at the Kansas Statehouse.

Click here to learn more.
m 2025 KHI Policy Series: Exploring Medicaid in Kansas, 1-2:30 p.m. CST, Tuesday, March 11. Register here.
m Kansas Dental Hygienists' Association Conference, Saturday, April 12. Register here.
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= Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

OHK'’s Vice President, Melanie Simmer Beck, has
accepted a position to serve as Interim Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs at University of
Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) School of Dentistry.
Melanie has been teaching continuously at UMKC
since 2004. We're excited she was given this opportunity!

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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