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Kansas Featured at National Oral Health Conference
Last week public oral health professionals from across the country met in Orlando for the National Oral
Health Conference. The conference brings together dental professionals, researchers, instructors, and
advocates. Five Oral Health Kansas staff, along with Board Chair Tami Allen and former Board Member
Dr. Nick Rogers, attended the meeting, so Kansas was well-represented. Oral Health Kansas’ work was
featured in four presentations throughout the conference:       

Dr. MaryAnne Lynch Small, Dr. Nick Rogers, and Tami Allen gave a presentation about the Pathways to
Oral Health project, focusing on significant stakeholder engagement as we work on policy and
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education approaches to improving dental care for people
with disabilities.
Tanya Dorf Brunner hosted round table discussions about
our new Dental Provider Advisory Group. In addition to
sharing our innovative new approach to learning directly
from dental providers about the barriers to providing
dental care for people with Medicaid coverage.
The American Institute of Dental Public Health (AIDPH)
invited Tanya about dental care for people with
disabilities. AIDPH shared some of their recent research
on the issue, and Tanya shared the Kansas advocacy

journey to securing Medicaid adult dental benefits.
On the last day of the conference, Tanya led a panel plenary presentation called “Centering Lived
Experience: Improving Oral Health through Policy and Program Planning.” She shared the story and
impact of Oral Health Kansas’ Lived Experience Advisory Group. Bridget Walsh discussed the New York
State Oral Health Coalition’s work to include people with lived experience in their research to improve
the state oral health workforce. Isabelle Stitt-Fredericks described how Virginia Health Catalyst works
with people with lived experience to use data to improve school-based oral health programs. This
presentation marked the first time state oral health coalition leaders had the opportunity to present
during a general session at the conference.

The 2026 National Oral Health Conference will be a lot closer to home. It will be in Oklahoma City in April
2026.

Sponsor or Exhibit at the
Conference on Oral Health
We’re looking forward to this year’s Conference on Oral
Health which will take place on Friday, November 7 at
the KU Edwards Campus in Overland Park. The
conference brings many professionals from different

fields and consumers from around the state as well as nationally.

We offer various levels of sponsorship as well as exhibiting opportunities. This year, all exhibitors will be
in the same room as the conference attendees, but space is LIMITED! This is the perfect opportunity to
showcase your organization, meet people in person, answer questions and reengage the audience with
your products or services. Also, you have the opportunity to participate in the conference sessions!
Click here to find the sponsorship form and here to register. If you have any questions, reach out to
Sonia at solmos@oralhealthkansas.org
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April is National Minority Health Month
April is National Minority Health Month (NMHM), and it's a time to
raise awareness about the health disparities that affect racial and
ethnic minority groups and also promote actions to close those gaps.
It’s about improving access to health care, encouraging healthy
behaviors, and promoting community health equity.

When you bring oral health into it, it’s super important. Oral health is
often overlooked in overall health conversations, but it’s tightly linked

to things like heart disease, diabetes, pregnancy outcomes and minority communities often face
significant disparities here too.

Some key points connecting Minority Health Month and oral health:

Access to Dental Care: Minority groups often have less access to dental insurance, dental clinics, and
preventive dental services.
Higher Rates of Oral Diseases: African American, Hispanic/Latino, Native American, and some Asian
communities tend to experience higher rates of tooth decay, gum disease, and even oral cancers.

How we can help? We can focus on teaching about the importance of regular dental visits, good oral
hygiene habits, and how oral health connects to whole-body health. OHK has a Finding a Dentist
webpage with information on ways to find a dentist, whether you have KanCare (Medicaid), private
insurance or no insurance. There are options such as Safety Net Clinics in Kansas.

Join a Community Conversation
The Alliance for a Healthy Kansas is hosting community
conversations around the state encouraging Kansans to tell
their Medicaid stories and how cuts to Medicaid will impact

their communities. Congressional lawmakers are also invited to attend these sessions to hear Kansas
voices.

Please share the following information about these statewide meetings, which will take place
during the April Congressional recess. All events will take place from 6:30 - 7:30pm:

Monday, April 21, 2025 - Topeka Shawnee County Public Library (more information)
Tuesday, April 22, 2025 - Wichita Public Library - Westlink Branch (more information)
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 - Salina Public Library (more information)
Thursday, April 24, 2025 - Johnson County Public Library - Monticello branch (more information)

The event will be live streamed on their Facebook page and will share the recording with the
Congressional lawmakers and their staff. Fliers, social media graphics, and other resources are available
at each link above; feel free to use them in your outreach. The Alliance has created a Facebook event for
each meeting, as well, that you can share.
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Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Explore the Kansas Health Matters in Action: A

Multipurpose Tool for Health, Policy & Community Change, April 21 from 12-1pm CST. Register here.
Webinar: Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in Daily Practice, April 24 at 6:00pm CST. Click here for more
information.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

The Shawnee County Oral Health Coalition
exhibited at the Read and Roll event in
Topeka. They visited with about 100 families
and encouraged good oral health habits.
You'll see them again next month at Safe

Kids Day at the Topeka Zoo on May 3. If you have any questions
about the coalition, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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