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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

Scan the QR code

To view past issues click here.

or click here to

Aprl| 2, 2025 Signieflz;our

Volume 16, Issue 13 Wednesday,
Update.
U.S. Department of HHS Cuts CDC and HRSA Oral

4 Health and Human Services Hegalth Staff

Enhancing the health and well-being of all Americans

Yesterday the entire staff of the CDC Division of Oral
Health and HRSA Bureau of Oral Health were eliminated as a part of the Reduction in Force at the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Last week HHS announced they would cut 10,000
staff, and now we know the entire oral health staff at both the CDC and HRSA are part of that cut. An
additional 10,000 people are already leaving HHS through early retirement.
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The CDC Division of Oral Health oversees oral health grants to many states, including Kansas. Their work
focuses on population health, oral health surveillance, sealant programs, and community water
fluoridation. The HRSA Bureau of Oral Health also oversees grants to many states, and their primary
focus is on the oral health workforce, including federal loan repayment programs. Both agencies also
have a wealth of data and information about oral health for a wide range of populations.

At this writing, we are not sure what the status of the state grants is. We also do not know if or how the
agencies will continue to have a focus on oral health.

Legislature Invests in Dental Care

The Kansas Legislature adjourned last Friday, March 28. They passed a
budget that includes four investments in oral health:

= $10.0 million for a Medicaid dental rate increase
= $1.9 million for a rate increase for a hospital sedation dental code
' (G0330)
= $55,000 for Donated Dental Services administration
= $750,000 for a feasibility study for a dental school at Wichita State University

While the Medicaid rate increase is short of what we requested, it still marks a big investment in the
Medicaid program. Including these four dental items in the budget also indicates the Legislature’s
understanding of the needs in our state and the comprehensive approach that needs to be taken to
address them.

The next step for all of this funding is for Governor Kelly to sign the budget bill. These are just a few of
many budget items in the bill. The Legislature will return for a brief wrap-up session on April 10 to
consider overriding any vetoes the Governor makes and to finish any other legislative business.

o .~ — ==  Pathways to Oral Health Project
Welcome to Pathways to Oral Health Website is Live!
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After months of hard work, the Pathways to Oral Health
Project website is now live. The goal was to create a

website for dental providers to find information on how to
become a Medicaid (KanCare) provider as well as find
information on how to provide care for people with
disabilities. We also want individuals to visit the website if
they need help finding a dentist or looking for information
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on oral health. Most importantly, Bryan Thompson, Dental Medicaid Facilitator, is available to help
dental providers become Medicaid providers!

The website is still new, and we'll continue to update and make changes and improvements.

Please share the website with your networks and colleagues. We want to get the word out!

World Autism Awareness Day

Autism and oral health are closely connected, as individuals with
Autism Spectrum Disorder may face unique challenges in
maintaining good dental hygiene. Many individuals with autism
have heightened sensitivity to touch, taste, and textures, making
toothbrushing, flossing, or dental visits difficult. Resistance to
having their mouth touched may lead to difficulties with regular
dental care as well. Dental visits may become difficult if the
individual has anxiety or difficulty sitting. We have a Tip and Trick
handout for the Reluctant Toothbrusher.

The My Dental Care Passport was created for situations such as
these! It's designed to improve the dental office visit for people
with disabilities by letting individuals and their families/caregivers
voice their specific needs. Sharing important information, for example, how a person likes to

communicate, what they liked in past dentist visits, and what parts of the appointment might be hard for
them, helps break down communication barriers and allows the dental team to make adjustments to the

dental office and appointment plan before the person even arrives. This helps make the visit to the

dentist better for everyone. How is the My Dental Care Passport different from a health history form? It's

unique to the individual. For example, it asks about the individual's comforts or discomforts and how to
make a visit as successful as possible. The Passport is in the process of being updated. We'll share the
new version soon!

Visit our website to learn more.

Oral Health Kansas Presents at HOSA Conference

Last week, Abby Richwine, Education Coordinator, delivered a presentation at the
Kansas HOSA Conference in Manhattan, Kansas. HOSA is an organization for high
school and college students interested in pursuing careers in the medical and dental
2 fields. Abby presented on Careers in the Dental Field, highlighting the various
professional pathways available, the education and training required, and the vital role dental
professionals play in overall healthcare. In addition to her presentation, Abby served as a judge,
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evaluating student competitors on their dental skills and tasks. Her role as a judge allowed her to
support and encourage the development of future dental professionals by providing constructive
feedback and assessing their technical abilities.

If you have any questions, you can email Abby at arichwine@oralhealthkansas.org.

Dental Program Director, Kathy Hunt, is celebrating
her 10th year work anniversary with Oral Health
Kansas this week. Kathy has been vital in our
education programs and is a leader in oral health
education program development in Kansas and across
the country. Her passion about the importance of oral health shows with each
person she meets. Each day we continue to learn from her!

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!
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