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Medicaid Dental Rate Increase Coming
When the Legislature adjourned earlier this month, they included $10 million in the state budget for a
Medicaid dental rate increase. Over four dozen organizations joined Oral Health Kansas in supporting
the advocacy to raise the rates this year. It was a tight budget year at the Capitol this year, but the fact
that legislators and the Governor included the funding indicates the priority they place on Medicaid
dental care. This rate increase caps off three straight years of adding dental coverage for adults to the
Medicaid program. The rate advocacy is not over, but for now implementing is the next step.
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$10 million is the largest amount of money available for
a rate increase in at least 25 years, but it is short of the
amount needed to implement a significant increase for
all of the covered codes. Only 30% of Kansas dentists are
Medicaid providers, and the goal of the rate increase is
to both preserve the current Medicaid dental provider
network and add new providers. We are asking for
feedback from dental providers about the codes that are
most important to increase in order to preserve and
grow the network.

If you are a dental provider or work in a dental
office, we ask you to respond to this survey by Tuesday, May 6. The feedback you provide will help
us advocate for the most impactful way to allocate the new rate funding. Please contact us at
info@oralhealthkansas.org with any questions.

Oral Health Kansas Attends State
Conferences
Last week, OHK staff were busy attending conferences, sharing
resources and presenting to a room full of community dental clinic
staff.

At the Parents as Teachers Conference, we engaged with numerous
attendees in conversations around oral health, shared many of our

educational resources, and encouraged participants to reach out to us with any oral health related
questions or concerns. We believe teaching oral health at an early age leads to healthy habits into our
adult years!

The following day, we participated in the Community Care Network of Kansas Dental Leadership
Conference where we showcased all the resources around the Pathways to Oral Health Project. Dental
Director, Kathy Hunt, presented some of the Pathways to Oral Health activities including the new
website! Community Care Network will also be having their annual conference September 24-26. Visit
their website for event information.

Mental Health Awareness Month
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and we want to bring attention to the relationship between
mental health and oral health. The month begins with the theme, “Supporting Older Adults’ Mental
Health”. As we age, we may experience life changes that impact our mental health, including our oral
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health. Older adults with depression or anxiety may lack
motivation or energy to maintain regular brushing, flossing, or
dental visits.

Mental health issues often alter eating habits, which may lead to
a poor diet that contributes to tooth decay and gum disease.
Individuals with Alzheimer's or other forms of dementia may
forget to brush their teeth or how to do it properly and may
have difficulty expressing pain or discomfort can delay
recognition and treatment of dental problems. Some older
adults with cognitive issues may resist assistance with oral care,
leading to further neglect. Many medications for mental health

and age-related conditions reduce saliva, increase risk for cavities, oral infections, and gum disease
caused by dry mouth.

OHK has a webpage with a Tip and Trick section for older adults. This section has information on Dry
Mouth and Dentures as a couple of examples. Our Older Adults page also has helpful resources.

If you have questions about our resources, email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday,

November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

Three Oral Health Kansas board
members presented at the
Community Care Network of
Kansas Dental Leadership
Conference last week. Thank you

to Dr. Chuck Abbick, Davette McCoy, and Deb Pochop for
sharing wonderful insights for clinics around the state!
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Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!
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