
Scan the QR code

or click here to
sign up for our

Weekly
Wednesday

Update.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.

May 14, 2025
Volume 16, Issue 19

FDA to Pull Fluoride Supplements from Market
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has announced that it will pull
fluoride supplements from the market effective October 2025, taking away a
measure that dentists and physicians have long been able to use to help
prevent dental caries. This specifically applies to “ingestible fluoride

prescription drug products” not toothpaste, mouthrinses, silver diamine fluoride, or other topicals. The
FDA plans to conduct a safety review and to take "appropriate action" to remove these products from the
market by October 31.
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Fluoride supplements are a safe and effective way to help prevent tooth decay, especially for children
living in areas without fluoridated water. When prescribed appropriately by a dental or medical
professional, these supplements provide the right amount of fluoride to strengthen developing teeth. As
with any supplement, proper dosing based on age and fluoride exposure is essential to ensure safety
and maximize benefits.

We’ll continue to stay up to date on this information and keep our followers updated.

Pathways to Oral Health New Media
Campaign
We’re excited to launch our new media campaign for the Pathways to
Oral Health project - an initiative focused on expanding access,
enhancing provider support, and building more inclusive dental care
for all. We have launched ads on Facebook and Instagram to start,
with more to come over the following months. This campaign
spotlights the benefits of serving Medicaid patients: from improving
access to receiving dedicated support through a Medicaid Dental
Facilitator, legislative advocacy, and practical tools like the My Dental

Care Passport. Providers also gain access to training to build confidence in caring for individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Now what? Help us spread the word. If you're a patient, talk to your dentist about becoming a Medicaid
provider and joining in the effort to strengthen your community’s health. If you're a provider, take the
next step - sign up to serve Medicaid patients and become a leader in comprehensive and equitable
care. Together, we can break down stigma, support providers, and ensure everyone has a Pathway to oral
health. Don’t forget to visit us at Pathways to Oral Health.

Recognizing Excellence Starts with You
Nominating someone for an award is a powerful way to celebrate dedication,
impact, and achievement. Your Excellence in Oral Health Award nomination
shines a light on individuals who go above and beyond improving oral health in
their community, often without seeking recognition. The Excellence in Oral
Health Awards and Ron Alexander Outstanding Dental Champion Award are
two ways to honor someone!

The deadline for nominations is Friday, August 29 by 5pm! Award winners will be honored at the
Conference on Oral Health Friday, November 7. Check the webpage for past award winners.
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Special Olympics Joins Pathways to Oral Health
Project
We’re excited to announce a new partnership for the Pathways to Oral Health
Project and Special Olympics Kansas. The mission of the Special Olympics is to
provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of
Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving
them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate
courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and

friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

Special Olympics has a Health and Fitness webpage with helpful information such as various programs
to encourage athletes, their families, caregivers, and friends to engage in fitness activities together,
fostering a supportive community environment. The webpage provides tools and resources to help
athletes and their supporters take charge of their health. This includes fitness guides, tracking tools, and
information on healthy habits to support lifelong wellness. Check out their webpage!

Older Americans Month
Although May is Older Americans Month, we should focus on the oral
health of older Americans all year long. Oral health is a critical yet often
overlooked aspect of overall well-being for older Americans. As people
age, they face unique dental challenges that can significantly affect their
quality of life. Below are some oral health concerns older Americans

may see:

Many older adults have lost some or all of their natural teeth, which can affect nutrition and self-
esteem
Dry mouth is common due to medications for chronic conditions like high blood pressure, depression,
or diabetes
Tooth loss risk increases with age and can lead to loss of mouth function and systemic health
problems.
The risk of oral cancer increases with age; regular screenings are essential
Older adults are more susceptible to decay at the roots due to gum recession

Helping older Americans maintain good oral health involves a mix of personal care, professional support
and education. It’s important to encourage brushing with fluoride toothpaste at least twice daily and
flossing every day. If the individual has dentures, clean them daily and remove them at night. Encourage
older adults to drink water to help with dry mouth or use sugar-free gum or lozenges. Visiting the dentist
every six months is still crucial in order to identify problems in the mouth and address them early.
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https://soks.org/health-fitness/


For more information on Older American’s Month, visit the Administration for Community
Living website.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Oral Health and Dental Care Needs and Experiences of

Children with Special Health Care Needs, June 10 at 12:00pm CST. Register here.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

During last week’s Oral Health Kansas Board of
Directors meeting, Kathy Hunt and Sonia
Olmos were recognized for their 10 years of
service on staff. Both joined us in 2015 and
have forever changed our organization for the

better. We are fortunate Sonia and Kathy chose to be a part of this team
and continue to lead us to be the best we can be.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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