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The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
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Congressional Discussions about
Medicaid
Oral Health Kansas joined over 100 advocates from 36
states in Washington DC last week to meet with
members of Congress. We had the chance to meet with
the staff of each member of the Kansas Congressional
delegation to ask them to avoid any cuts that can affect
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the Medicaid dental program. We shared a sign-on letter from 45 Kansas organizations asking them to
stop Medicaid cuts.

The responses from the Kansas Congressional delegation were generally positive about the importance
of Medicaid dental care, but the U.S. House of Representatives is poised to make the largest cuts in
history to the Medicaid program. While cuts may focus on issues like work requirements and provider
taxes, all cuts will affect the bottom line of the funding available to the state Medicaid programs.

The doors are open with each member of the delegation to continue the conversation about the
importance of the Kansas Medicaid program. Now is the time to share stories about how important
the Medicaid dental program is to you and your community. Please reach out to your members of
Congress using the links to email each below. If you need help finding your members of Congress, click
here.

Sen. Jerry Moran
Sen. Roger Marshall
Rep. Tracey Mann, First District
Rep. Derek Schmidt, Second District
Rep. Sharice Davids, Third District
Rep. Ron Estes, Fourth District

Let us know if you have any questions: info@oralhealthkansas.org.

National Women's Health Month
May is National Women’s Health Month and we’re
looking at a woman’s unique oral health concerns.
Changing hormone levels during your menstrual cycle,
pregnancy, and menopause can raise your risk of
problems in your mouth, teeth, or gums. When your
hormone levels change, your gums can get swollen and
irritated. Your gums may also bleed, especially during

pregnancy, when your body's immune system is more sensitive than usual. This can cause inflammation
(redness, swelling, and sometimes pain) in the gums. Regular, careful brushing and flossing can lessen
gum irritation and bleeding.

If you’re pregnant, is it still safe to go to the dentist? Yes! Your dentist may not do x-rays but it’s still safe
and important to get a routine check up. When the mother is healthy, baby begins a life with good oral
health because the mother is educated to keep herself and her family healthy.

Learn more from our website about pregnancy and oral health:
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Pregnancy.html
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Thank You Healthy Blue Kansas!
We are excited to announce our first sponsor for the 2025

Conference on Oral Health! Thank you to our Bronze Sponsor, Healthy Blue of Kansas. The annual
conference will be held on Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus, 12600 S Quivira Rd. in
Overland Park. We have exhibitor and sponsorship opportunities available now! Spots are limited.
Click here to find the sponsorship form and here to register.

For any questions, email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Applications Now Open for the
Dental Public Health Leadership
Academy

Applications are now open for the Dental Public Health Leadership Academy (DPHLA) - a unique
professional development experience offered by the American Institute of Dental Public Health (AIDPH).

DPHLA is designed for dental public health professionals looking to grow as strategic leaders and
effective managers in public health. Whether you’re early in your leadership journey or guiding teams
and projects already, DPHLA builds your capacity to lead with purpose and clarity.
Key features include:

Practical skills in budgeting, people management, and stakeholder engagement
A transformation project with expert coaching to directly apply what you learn
Templates and tools you can use in your day-to-day work
Mentorship on communications, negotiation, and positioning for career advancement

Graduates have used their DPHLA experience to lead innovative programs, secure new funding, and
advance into leadership roles across sectors.
Whether you're ready to apply or know someone who is, we invite you to explore the program and share
widely with colleagues, employees, students, and peers: Learn more and apply now

Download the application guidance document

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click
here for the course information.
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Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Oral Health and Dental Care Needs and Experiences of
Children with Special Health Care Needs, June 10 at 12:00pm CST.
Register here.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday,
November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus. Click here for updates on

the conference.

Congratulations Doreen Eyler, RDH, on
her recent retirement from GraceMed
Health Clinic in Wichita and Topeka.
Doreen was the Dental Hygiene
Manager at GraceMed Clinical and

Outreach ECP III for many years! She is also a Dental Champions
Member Class 5. Doreen has worked hard to guide communities
through oral health needs and even though she’s retiring, we
know she’ll continue to wear her dental hygienist hat!

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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