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The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.
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Oral Health Kansas' 2024 Impact Report
In 2024, Oral Health Kansas made significant strides toward achieving our
mission to improve oral health in Kansas through advocacy, public awareness
and education. This report highlights the measurable outcomes of our work,
the stories behind the numbers, and the broader influence we've had in our
community, industry, or environment. While we celebrated many successes,
we also encountered challenges. Our work is not done and we can keep
moving forward with the support from all of you! Read our annual report here.
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House-passed Budget Bill
Includes Medicaid Cuts
Last week the U.S. House of Representatives passed
President Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill” with a one-
vote margin. This budget bill includes many cuts to
Medicaid, including limitations on Medicaid expansion
such as work requirements and more frequent eligibility
determinations for the Medicaid expansion population.

Kansas has not expanded our Medicaid program, and another cut includes eliminating the temporary
incentive for states to adopt Medicaid expansion. The bill also freezes provider taxes at current levels,
which means states will not be able to access additional federal money from Medicaid through the
provider tax methodology. Essentially this limits growth of Medicaid funds for states like Kansas and
limiting growth of Medicaid funds affects the ability of the Medicaid program to keep current programs
available and react to necessary changes.

Other new requirements are aimed at limiting who is eligible for Medicaid, even though similar
limitations are already in place. There is a new address verification requirement to determine if people
are eligible for Medicaid in more than one state, and there are new restrictions on people who are not
citizens receiving Medicaid coverage. Additional changes affect providers, including a requirement for all
states to check monthly on whether another state has terminated a provider from participating in
Medicaid or CHIP. Changes in eligibility determination processes and provider enrollment also affect the
Medicaid budget, because they are expensive to implement from an administrative perspective.

Summaries of the bill’s health care provisions are available from the Kaiser Family
Foundation and Families USA.

The bill now goes to the US Senate for their consideration. Senators have signaled they intend to make
changes to the bill. The final package of Medicaid cuts is in flux. We remain vigilant to ensure the
Medicaid dental program remains intact. Read our letter to the Kansas Congressional Delegation signed
by 45 Kansas organizations.

2024 Winner Has a Passion for Advocacy
Last year Lisa Thurlow, DDS, FACS, won the Ron Alexander Outstanding Dental
Champion award. The award was presented during the 2024 Conference on
Oral Health, in front of conference attendees who also included Lisa’s dental
hygiene students. There was not a dry eye in the crowd! Lisa not only has her
own private practice but she is also a professor in the Concorde Career College
dental hygiene program. She is an educator but also an advocate for public
health. She takes her students to volunteer at community events like Team
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Smile and Kansas Mission of Mercy, where they gain real-world experience in meeting the dental needs
of underserved populations. Dr. Thurlow's leadership also brings her students to the annual Conference
on Oral Health, offering them valuable opportunities to network and learn from experts in the field. She
is also a Dental Champions Class 7 member.

Do you know someone who shows excellence in oral health? There are two options for nominations.
Here is the nomination application for the Excellence in Oral Health Awards and Ron Alexander
Outstanding Dental Champion Award .The winners will be honored at the Conference on Oral Health on
Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus. The deadline to submit your nomination is Friday,
August 29 by 5pm!

Are You Registered to Vote? Don't Miss the
Deadline
To be able to vote in the upcoming municipal elections in Kansas you must
be registered to vote or update your voter registration information to
participate in the primary election by Tuesday, July 15. Did you move? You
must update your information in order to vote at the correct poll location if
it has changed. Click here for that information: Kansas Online Voter
Registration. There are different ways you can vote:

In-person: At your county election office or designated satellite voting locations.
By mail: Request an advance ballot by mail and return it. voterregistration.pdf
The primary election day is August 5 and general election day is November 4.

Visit this website for more instructions and helpful information: https://sos.ks.gov/elections/important-
election-dates.html

National Physical Fitness and Sports Month
National Physical Fitness and Sports Month is observed annually in May to
promote the importance of physical activity and sports participation. This is a
great time to remember that a healthy body includes a healthy smile! Regular
physical activity supports overall well-being, while good oral hygiene helps
prevent disease and keeps you feeling your best. Mouth guards play a crucial
role in preventing dental injuries during sports and physical activities. Wearing a

properly fitted mouth guard helps keep your teeth safe. Ask your dental office for recommendations on
mouth guards. There are also options for mouth guards in store but may not fit your mouth correctly. If
there is an injury to your mouth, read our Dental First Aid for tips on what to do.
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Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Oral Health and Dental Care Needs and Experiences of

Children with Special Health Care Needs, June 10 at 12:00pm CST. Register here.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

Congratulations to Sarah Bedard Holland on her
career leading Virginia Health Catalyst, Oral Health
Kansas’ sister organization in Virginia. After 15 years
at the helm of the organization, Sarah is leaving for
a new role at the Richmond Community Foundation.

She co-founded the American Network of Oral Health Coalitions and has
been a visionary leader in consumer oral health advocacy in Virginia and
across the country for many years. We have enjoyed working with her for all
these years and wish her the best in her new role.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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