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Prevent Cuts to Medicaid Dental Services
This month Congress is poised to make cuts to the Department of Health
and Human Services that could total $880 billion. These cuts would
directly impact the Medicaid program and the future of dental care
available in Medicaid. Some of the first things cut will be "optional"
services, and dental care, especially for adults, is considered optional in
Medicaid.  Last week the United Methodist Health Ministry Fund and

REACH Healthcare Foundation issued a report authored by Manatt Health to analyze the potential
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https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://healthfund.org/a/
https://reachhealth.org/
https://healthfund.org/a/wp-content/uploads/Medicaid-Cut-Impacts-to-KS-FINAL-3.pdf
https://www.manatt.com/health


impact federal budget cuts would have on the Kansas Medicaid program. One of the funding cuts being
considered by Congress is switching Medicaid to a state block grant, which would cap the total amount
of money available to each state to fund their Medicaid programs. Manatt projects such a per capita cap
would result in Kansas losing nearly $350 million in the first year and over $3 billion in 10 years.

If such deep cuts were made, tens of thousands of Kansas would lose dental and medical care, and
providers would face mounting uncompensated care costs. In short, current Medicaid dental coverage
would be cut, and people would not be able to access dental care.

Oral Health Kansas will visit Kansas Congressional delegation during visits to their Washington, DC
offices next week. We invite your organizations to sign onto a letter in support of Medicaid dental care.
The letter will be shared with the members of the Congressional delegation next week. Read the full text
of the Sign-on letter here. 

Please add your organization's name to the letter by Thursday, May 8 by filling out this form.

Contact Tanya Dorf Brunner at tdorf@oralhealthkansas.org with any questions. 

Thank you for helping to protect Medicaid dental services!

Pathways to Oral Health New Media
Campaign
We’re excited to launch our new media campaign for the Pathways to
Oral Health project - an initiative focused on expanding access,
enhancing provider support, and building more inclusive dental care
for all. We have launched ads on Facebook and Instagram to start,
with more to come over the following months. This campaign
spotlights the benefits of serving Medicaid patients: from improving
access to receiving dedicated support through a Medicaid Dental
Facilitator, legislative advocacy, and practical tools like the My Dental

Care Passport. Providers also gain access to training to build confidence in caring for individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Now what? Help us spread the word. If you're a patient, talk to your dentist about becoming a Medicaid
provider and joining in the effort to strengthen your community’s health. If you're a provider, take the
next step - sign up to serve Medicaid patients and become a leader in comprehensive and equitable
care. Together, we can break down stigma, support providers, and ensure everyone has a Pathway to oral
health. Don’t forget to visit us at Pathways to Oral Health.
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Oral Health Kansas Board
Members Gather at Families
Together
Oral Health Kansas Board Members gathered on
Friday, May 2 in Wichita for their first in person board

meeting of the year. Board President, Tami Allen, hosted the meeting at Families Together where she is
the Co-Executive Director and Families Together is also a Pathways to Oral Health Project partner. Board
members toured the facility and learned about the services Families Together offers.

During the meeting, Kevin Robertson, Executive Director of the Kansas Dental Association, presented for
the “Get to Know a Board Member”. Kevin has been on the OHK board for over 20 years and is also a
Dental Champion Alumni from the first leadership class. The Kansas Dental Association is a standing
board member as well as the Kansas Dental Hygienist Association.

To see a full list of board members, click here.

Thank You Healthy Blue Kansas!
We are excited to announce our first sponsor for the 2025

Conference on Oral Health! Thank you to our Bronze Sponsor, Healthy Blue of Kansas. The annual
conference will be held on Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus, 12600 S Quivira Rd. in
Overland Park. We have exhibitor and sponsorship opportunities available now! Spots are limited. Click
here to find the sponsorship form and here to register.

For any questions, email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org

Older Americans Month
Although May is Older Americans Month, we should focus on the oral
health of older Americans all year long. Oral health is a critical yet often
overlooked aspect of overall well-being for older Americans. As people
age, they face unique dental challenges that can significantly affect their
quality of life. Below are some oral health concerns older Americans

may see:

Many older adults have lost some or all of their natural teeth, which can affect nutrition and self-
esteem
Dry mouth is common due to medications for chronic conditions like high blood pressure, depression,
or diabetes
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Board.html
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Conference/2025/2025%20Conference%20Sponsorship%20Invitation.pdf
https://wichita.irisregistration.com/Form/25OHKSPEX
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org


Tooth loss risk increases with age and can lead to loss of mouth function and systemic health
problems.
The risk of oral cancer increases with age; regular screenings are essential
Older adults are more susceptible to decay at the roots due to gum recession

Helping older Americans maintain good oral health involves a mix of personal care, professional support
and education. It’s important to encourage brushing with fluoride toothpaste at least twice daily and
flossing every day. If the individual has dentures, clean them daily and remove them at night. Encourage
older adults to drink water to help with dry mouth or use sugar-free gum or lozenges. Visiting the dentist
every six months is still crucial in order to identify problems in the mouth and address them early.

For more information on Older American’s Month, visit the Administration for Community
Living website.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Oral Health and Dental Care Needs and Experiences of

Children with Special Health Care Needs, June 10 at 12:00pm CST. Register here.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

During last week’s Oral Health Kansas Board of
Directors meeting, Kathy Hunt and Sonia Olmos
were recognized for their 10 years of service on
staff. Both joined us in 2015 and have forever
changed our organization for the better. We are

fortunate Sonia and Kathy chose to be a part of this team and continue to
lead us to be the best we can be.
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We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn
more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 
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Sugary Drink Display
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