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Protecting Medicaid Funding Means
Protecting Kansans' Oral Health
Since 2022, the Kansas Legislature has invested in Medicaid adult
dental benefits. Over 350,000 Kansas kids and adults have
coverage for lifesaving and life-changing dental care such as
exams and cleanings, fillings, crowns, and dentures.

Federal proposals to cut Medicaid funding to states and increase
administrative barriers would put this coverage at risk and threaten the oral health of Kansans. While
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specific cuts to dental care are not proposed, cuts in the amount of federal funding available for
Medicaid put coverage for dental care at risk for cuts at the state level.

Medicaid Dental Benefits Are Vulnerable
Federal law allows states to decide whether to include dental coverage for adults in Medicaid. Kansas
chose to do so by establishing dental coverage in 2022 after years of advocacy and support from
partners across the state. However, optional benefits like dental care are often the first to be cut when
states face budget shortfalls. With reduced federal Medicaid funding, Kansas may be forced to make
difficult choices - and dental care could be on the chopping block.

Loss of federal Medicaid funding in Kansas puts adult dental benefits - and the overall health and
economic security of Kansans - in jeopardy. Dental care is not optional for those who need it. We must
protect and preserve Medicaid funding to ensure Kansans continue to receive the care they need.

United Methodist Health Ministry Fund and REACH Healthcare Foundation partnered with Manatt Health
to publish an updated report to show how the “big beautiful bill” will impact Kansas. It shows that Kansas
could lose $3.77 billion over the next 10 years.

What can you do?

Read and share Oral Health Kansas’ sign-on letter to the entire Kansas Congressional delegation
asking them to prevent cuts to Medicaid.
Reach out to Senators Moran and Marshall to share your own story about real stories of real Kansans
to understand how major changes in Medicaid will hurt their access to lifesaving and life-changing
care.

Share your own story or use some of the talking points below.
Email Senator Jerry Moran at this link.
Email Senator Roger Marshall at this link.
Or use the Alliance for a Healthy Kansas Senator contact form to send your messages to our
Senators.

Talking Points for Senators Moran and Marshall

All Medicaid funding cuts and new administrative rules ultimately impact the state’s ability to manage
the Medicaid dental program, so it is important to preserve the current program to ensure Kansas kids
and adults can continue to access the dental care we have fought so hard to secure.
Tooth decay, gum disease, and other oral health problems can cause pain, limit the ability to eat and
speak, and lower quality of life. The consequences aren’t just in the mouth - poor oral health is linked
to serious health conditions like diabetes, heart disease, stroke, adverse pregnancy outcomes, and
even Alzheimer’s and dementia. For people enrolled in KanCare, access to dental care is essential.
Without coverage, many KanCare enrollees simply cannot afford dental care. Lack of coverage often
leads to untreated disease, pain, and costly emergency room visits - all preventable with regular care.
There is no other option for care when our neighbors lose coverage. People simply do not get dental
care at all when they have no way to pay for it.
For low-income Kansans, affording dental care without coverage means sacrificing other essentials like
food or rent. Untreated oral health problems can also make it harder to find or keep a job,
contributing to economic instability.
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Pathways to Oral Health Hits the Road!
Spreading Smiles and Resources Across Kansas

Oral Health Kansas staff, Kathy Hunt and Monica Turner, represented
the Pathways to Oral Health Project at two impactful events over the
weekend of June 13 - 14 in Wichita, connecting with hundreds of Kansans

about the importance of oral health - especially for individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and autism.

On Friday, June 13, they hosted a vendor booth at the Community Health Worker Symposium, sharing
Medicaid dental resources, the My Dental Care Passport, and information about our popular Sugary
Drink Display, which is available to borrow for educational use. They had valuable conversations with
Community Health Workers from across the state who were eager to share these tools in their
communities.

On Saturday, June 14, Kathy and Monica were back at it at the Self Advocacy Coalition of Kansas
Conference. They brought the same great resources, along with a festive photo booth that helped bring
smiles to the crowd. Kathy also gave a brief but powerful presentation on the importance of oral health
and healthy eating habits. She was joined by two amazing self-advocates, Shane Lewis and Lisa Barcus
who shared their voices and experiences with the audience.

It was a fun and productive weekend full of learning, sharing, and making connections to strengthen oral
health education across Kansas!

Oral Health Disparities and the Legacy of
Juneteenth
Juneteenth, celebrated on June 19th, commemorates the
emancipation of the last enslaved African Americans in the United
States in 1865. It is a powerful moment of reflection, celebration, and
continued advocacy for equity - including in healthcare.

Oral Health Kansas believes in reducing disparities and achieve greater health equity in every part of the
state by disrupting systems of poverty. Community conditions can create unequal opportunities, choices,
and access to resources that allow people to live healthy lives. We focus on social determinants, and
ways communities can alter the ways that structural drivers affect daily living conditions, providing the
opportunity to improve health while reducing inequities.

Black Americans have historically experienced barriers to dental care, including:

Lack of access to affordable care.
Fewer Black dental providers.
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Limited insurance coverage and geographic disparities.

These factors contribute to higher rates of untreated tooth decay, periodontal disease, and oral
cancers in Black communities. Let this Juneteenth serve not only as a remembrance of freedom delayed
but also as a reminder of the work still ahead. By advancing oral health education, access, and equity in
Black communities, we take meaningful steps toward justice - not just in words, but in care. The path to
equity is ongoing, and it begins with acknowledging the past, addressing present barriers, and building a
healthier, more inclusive future for all.

Autistic Pride Day
Autistic Pride Day is celebrated today! It’s a global movement led by
Autistic people, celebrating our identity, strengths and community. This
day is about visibility, not permission. Pride, not pity. First marked in
2005 by Autistic-led group Aspies for Freedom, Autistic Pride Day
challenges the outdated idea that Autism is something to be “fixed” or

“cured.” Instead, we celebrate Autism as a natural and valuable part of human diversity.

Individuals with autism face challenges with dental care. There are several types of conditions that
people with autism may have that can interfere with dental care. One is the inability to communicate
needs either verbally or nonverbally. For some, it is also the inability to relate social-emotionally as in
trust, approval, and interest in another person. It may be difficult to respond to questions or ask for
help. Some people with autism have repetitive speech or motions like tapping fingers, and practices. In
addition, many people with autism have been known to demonstrate a sensitivity to light, sound, touch
and taste. Dental offices can make adaptations in their office and during the dental visit to make it more
accommodating.

Here are some ways you can accommodate:

The sounds of dental tools, bright lights, and the feeling of someone working inside your mouth can
trigger anxiety. Consider strategies like providing noise-canceling headphones.
Encourage patients to communicate their fears and concerns. The My Dental Care Passport is a simple
tool that individuals can fill out before the appointment and share their concerns, behaviors or
anything about themselves that would be helpful.
Allow patients to hold their favorite blanket or a stuffed animal.
Watch this helpful video for tips on dental health for children with autism.

Who Will Be the 2025 Outstanding Volunteer?
Volunteers at our organizations are vital. Their dedication to our mission helps us impact communities in
so many ways. The 2017 Outstanding Volunteer for the Excellence in Oral Health Awards was Carolyn

4/6

https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/
https://ohks-my.sharepoint.com/personal/solmos_ohks_org/Documents/Documents/To%20Print%20Off/Clearly%20explain%20the%20treatment%20process%20and%20potential%20discomfort%20to%20reduce%20fear.


Weinhold. At that time, she was the Chair for the Shawnee County Oral Health
Coalition. She helped spread the word in Topeka area (Shawnee County) about
the Brush Book Bed program and would reach out to organizations in town to
donate books or donate funding for books. She would call each member of the
coalition and remind them of upcoming meetings, for every meeting. In 2022,
Carolyn passed away at the young age of 82. But her legacy continues on as
the Shawnee County Oral Health Coalition members are still educating families
with the Brush Book Bed program!

Who will be the 2025 Outstanding Volunteer? Do you have someone at your
organization who encourages others to get involved and be part of positive change in oral health?
Nominate them for the Excellence in Oral Health Awards! Winners will be honored at the Conference on
Oral Health on Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards Campus. The deadline to submit your nomination
is Friday, August 29 by 5pm! Click here to learn more.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Medicaid Cuts & Oral Health: What to Expect, June 25 at

2:00pm CST. Register here.
Webinar: Compassionate Care for LGBTQ+ Communities, June 26 at 6:00pm CST. Register here.
Community Care Network of Kansas annual conference, September 24-26 at the Marriott Kansas City
Overland Park Hotel, in Overland Park, Kansas.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

We were proud to be joined at the Self
Advocates Coalition of Kansas Conference by
our fellow Pathways to Oral Health Project
partners, Sunflower Health Plan and Healthy
Blue, who also hosted vendor booths and

contributed to the spirit of collaboration and education.
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Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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