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Pathways to Oral Health: Exciting Upcoming Activities
Pathways to Oral Health is committed to building bridges between the dental and disabilities
communities in Kansas. Our collaborative initiative is dedicated to improving access to dental care and
expanding education on oral health, especially for individuals with disabilities who rely on KanCare. By
raising oral health literacy and addressing barriers in dental care delivery, we strive to ensure that every
individual, regardless of ability, receives the quality oral healthcare they deserve.

This week, we’re thrilled to highlight two key activities that help us advance our mission!
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1. Special Olympics Kansas Healthy Athletes at the
Summer Games
Where: Maize High School
When: Saturday, June 6, 2025
Katy Hunt and Monica Turner, Oral Health Kansas staff will
be on-site at the Special Olympics Kansas Healthy Athletes
event during the Summer Games. This is a fantastic
opportunity to engage directly with athletes and their
families, sharing valuable oral health resources and
practical information.
What to Expect:

Oral Health Resources: We’ll provide educational
materials and tips to help athletes, and their families

maintain healthy smiles.
My Dental Care Passport: We’re excited to introduce participants to the My Dental Care Passport, a
tool designed to improve the dental office visit for people with disabilities by letting individuals and
their families/caregivers voice their specific needs.
Interactive Engagement: Our team will be available to answer questions, offer guidance, and
connect families with local resources.

2. Poster Presentation at the AADMD National Conference
Where: Phoenix, Arizona
When: Friday, June 5th and Saturday, June 6
Mary Anne will be representing Oral Health Kansas at the American Academy of Developmental
Medicine and Dentistry (AADMD) conference. Her poster presentation, titled "Successful Dental Visits:
My Dental Care Passport," will showcase our multi-stakeholder approach to supporting dental visits for
individuals with disabilities.
What’s Special About This Opportunity?

National Audience: The AADMD conference brings together professionals from across the country,
providing a platform to share best practices and learn from others in the field.
Spotlight on Innovation: The Dental Care Passport is a practical tool designed to make dental visits
smoother and more effective for individuals with disabilities and their caregivers.
Collaborative Learning: Mary Anne’s presentation will highlight the importance of collaboration
between dental and disability communities, inspiring others to adopt similar initiatives.

Together, We’re Building Healthier Smiles
Through education, collaboration, and innovative tools like the My Dental Care Passport, Pathways to
Oral Health is making a real difference in the lives of individuals with disabilities in Kansas. We invite you
to join us in our mission, whether by attending events, sharing resources, or simply spreading the word
about the importance of accessible oral healthcare.

Stay tuned for more updates as we continue to expand our reach and impact!
For more information or to get involved, contact the Oral Heal Kansas team today or visit us at
www.pathwaystooralhealth.org!
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https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/dental-providers/
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Sponsors and Exhibitors! 
This One is for YOU!
The conference planning committee met last week and are creating an 
intriguing program for the 2025 Conference on Oral Health! Be a part of 
the all-day conference at the KU Edwards Campus, 12600 S Quivira Road in 
Overland Park on Friday, November 7. Last year’s conference was jam

packed and we almost ran out of room! This year exhibitors will be able to set up their tables in the
same room as attendees and can also listen to the conference sessions! But sign up soon, because spots
will be limited! Bring your resources and marketing materials! Click here to find the sponsorship form
and here to register as a sponsor or exhibitor.

National Men's Health Awareness
Month
June is Men’s Health Awareness Month, a time to encourage men
to take charge of their overall well-being. Did you know that men
are more likely than women to neglect dental visits and have
higher rates of gum disease and oral cancer? Studies show men
are more likely to ignore their oral health and have poor oral

hygiene habits which can contribute your overall health and lead to other serious conditions such as
heart disease and diabetes. Men are also most likely to smoke. Both cigarette smoking and the use of
smokeless tobacco can significantly affect a person’s oral health. Oral cancer and periodontal (gum)
disease are among the most serious oral health problems associated with tobacco use.

What can we do to help?

Encourage visiting the dentist every 6 months.
Brush at least twice a day with fluoride toothpaste and floss.
Eat healthy! Stay away from sticky foods, limit sugary foods and beverages and drink water with
fluoride (tap water).
Find resources to help individuals quit smoking. The KanQuit program offers coaches and resources to
help quit smoking. OHK’s Tip and Trick also has helpful information.

Find other helpful tips on our website.

3/5

https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/dental-providers/
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Register for the Kansas Disability Caucus
Webinar Series
The Kansas Disability Caucus is having a Webinar series that began today!
They’re offering a FREE Webinar Series called: “Activate Your Inner Advocate!”

Webinars will be held on five consecutive weeks starting on June 4th and continuing through July 2nd:
â€¢ Wednesday, June 4, 2:30-4:00 pm
â€¢ Wednesday, June 11, 2:30-4:00 pm
â€¢ Wednesday, June 18, 2:30-4:00 pm
â€¢ Wednesday, June 25, 2:30-4:00 pm
â€¢ Wednesday, July 2, 2:30-4:00 pm
These webinars will focus on the different ways to advocate for issues that are important to you and the
disability community, as well as how to engage legislators in this advocacy work. Topics will include
“what’s your advocacy language?”, written communication, legislative testimony, face to face meetings,
and using social media for advocacy. Individuals can attend all webinars or just those of interest. You can
find out more information here: https://kansasdisabilitycaucus.org/training/

Registration IS REQUIRED before each webinar at: https://tinyurl.com/KDCWebinar25.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.
Webinar: Oral Health and Dental Care Needs and Experiences of

Children with Special Health Care Needs, June 10 at 12:00pm CST. Register here.
Save the date! The Conference on Oral Health will be held Friday, November 7 at the KU Edwards
Campus. Click here for updates on the conference.

If you have met Marlou Wegener, you would know
how passionate she is about her work at Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Kansas (BCBSKS), BCBSKS Foundation
and as well as her community. Marlou is a Dental
Champion member Class 1 and has been named

Everything Woman’ honoree for the month of May by Topeka’s news station

4/5

https://kansasdisabilitycaucus.org/
https://kansasdisabilitycaucus.org/training/
https://tinyurl.com/KDCWebinar25
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://norc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j8ZFGlOASz6ryFvXynStSw
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Conference.html
https://www.ksnt.com/everythingwoman/long-career-in-topeka-touches-many-and-creates-lasting-relationships/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKtUKBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFmcVh0VTNHQ2toRG16dW5hAR4_zfJ-OMxZZprUR4aYJYyLO4rLeKo4m8a2ooYa6tYYUOLCSj0RGOsrekSWBg_aem_3i6xIa9sKAMd-Wpc0yBYQA


KSNT. This month she was also awarded the Activator Award from Leadership Greater Topeka. This
award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to advancing the community
through their actions and efforts. Congratulations Marlou!

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount

so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 
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