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Loss of a Legislative Champion
On Monday Rep. Les Mason, Chair of the House Social Services Budget Committee and House
Assistant Majority Leader, died after experiencing a brain aneurysm over the weekend. This
was entirely unexpected and a heartbreaking loss for his family and friends, as well as
everyone at the state Capitol.
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http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://kansasreflector.com/briefs/kansas-governor-orders-flags-lowered-to-mark-death-of-state-rep-les-mason/


Rep. Mason was instrumental over the past two years in getting
funding allocated to cover dentures and preventive dental care
for adults covered by Medicaid. As the Chair of the Social
Services Budget Committee, he was an engaged leader,
interested in learning all he could and making changes to help
people access the services and supports he needed. He was
keenly interested in making sure people have access to dental
care, and he truly championed the new services over the last
two years.

Despite having served in the Legislature for ten years, at Oral
Health Kansas we felt like we were just getting to know him. We
truly enjoyed his sense of humor, kindness, and dedication to
services for people. We all have experienced a big loss, but we

know the impact Rep. Mason had in the Capitol will live on for many years to come

OHK Visits Parsons State
Hospital
Oral Health Kansas was on the road again, spending
the day with staff and residents of the Parsons State
Hospital, a residential facility for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, located
in Parsons. Kansas. Kathy Hunt, OHK Dental
Program Director, was treated to a tour of the

grounds, where residents proudly shared their handiwork with graphics, wood, plants, and
dog biscuits. She also visited the on-site dental clinic where all residents receive regular dental
care. In the afternoon, Kathy provided a hands-on learning session for the residents called
“Feeling Good about Your Smile”. They learned ways to keep their mouth and teeth healthy
and participated in a variety of hands-on activities.

If you’re interested in learning more, email Kathy at khunt@oralhealthkansas.org
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https://kdads.ks.gov/state-hospitals-and-institutions/parsons-state-hospital-and-training-center
https://kdads.ks.gov/state-hospitals-and-institutions/parsons-state-hospital-and-training-center
mailto:khunt@oralhealthkansas.org


Honoring Kansans for Twenty
Years
In 2004, Oral Health Kansas understood how
important it was to honor Kansans who work so hard
to improve the oral health of their communities.
That’s when the Excellence in Oral Health Awards
was introduced and the first award was given to the

Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation for the Kansas Mission of Mercy Project. Twenty years
later, we are still honoring Kansans at the annual Conference on Oral Health.

There are several categories to choose from to nominate an individual or an organization:

Outstanding Organization Award - An organization that is distinguished from others in
excellence in promoting oral health awareness in Kansas
Outstanding Dental Hygienist Award - A dental hygienist that is distinguished from others
in excellence, who goes beyond the call of duty and is committed to improving the oral
health of Kansans
Outstanding Dentist Award - A dentist that is distinguished from others in excellence, who
goes beyond the call of duty and is committed to improving the oral health of Kansans
Outstanding Community Leader Award - A community leader that is distinguished from
others in excellence, who goes beyond the call of duty and is committed to improving the
oral health of Kansans
Bob Bethell Outstanding Policy Maker Award - An outstanding policy maker that is
distinguished from others in excellence, who shows support for the oral health of all
Kansans
Outstanding Oral Health Volunteer Award - An outstanding non-dental volunteer who
demonstrates a positive difference in an organization - someone who saw a problem and
got involved to find a solution
Ron Alexander Outstanding Dental Champion Award - This award is designed to
recognize the outstanding work a Dental Champion has done as a direct result of
participating in the Dental Champions Leadership Program

The deadline to submit nominations is Monday, September 23 at 5pm. Learn more on the
Excellence in Oral Health Awards webpage
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/AwardWinners.html#tab-17


National Focus Group for
Parents and Caregivers
of Children with Special
Health Care Needs and
Disabilities
Family Voices and NORC at the University
of Chicago are holding focus groups with
parents and caregivers of children with

special health care needs and disabilities to learn more about the challenges families face
when navigating dental care for their children and what helps.

The information from these focus groups will be used to improve healthcare systems and to
increase awareness of parents’ and caregivers' experiences with dental care. Selected focus
group participants will receive a gift card for their participation. Learn more and apply here:
NORC Dental Care Focus Groups.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

BINGO Night & Medicaid Expansion Community Conversation - June 10 at 7:00pm. It's free
and will be held at the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library. RSVP here.
Community Care Network of Kansas and the Health Center Association of Nebraska (HCAN)
are co-hosting the second annual two-day Dental Clinic Leadership Conference, June 13 -
June 14. Register here.
Save the date! 2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas
State Olathe Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.
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https://www.norc.org/about/who-we-are.html
https://www.norc.org/about/who-we-are.html
https://norc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_55An5RJWGyG59qK
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://click.everyaction.com/k/86270716/477355896/-901774899?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzcyNTg3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBlZTM3MGUwLWE1MjItZWYxMS04NmQyLTYwNDViZGQ5ZTA5NiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAidGRvcmZAb3JhbGhlYWx0aGthbnNhcy5vcmciDQp9&hmac=BOpIxs80v22aQb8Sv4-NXz7W5wFbtabedo0fpgMUE9E=&emci=9b5512d5-9a22-ef11-86d2-6045bdd9e096&emdi=0ee370e0-a522-ef11-86d2-6045bdd9e096&ceid=446025
https://hbxgqkfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WV4Ygudtz7jus26ukZWIE0DsfhMj285CSnfY1FmUH5R_00s6BqMG3_8DzdzI1tz9nTWiFZylCZQLGJGJQ7GYreLwZIo3llRd1NARDeFM3Wk3boDPBvWi-Wm7564WaNCK84NIC7RNup1NmeAbCr7bigAZB2WIH-aQ9fIYzC3YJr1wvxVU0kDyIto9s7QYw1nG0imQI2YHG_hRjZy9uI_dpA==&c=PmxnBXJ9zrRzssFHXLCOPXW2pwpf5WVeinJlk1HxyfchIMgSh025Ew==&ch=r19IqqClONPGBkG7760NfRM-jodh-USZ-7V2vzWRh-BnpY0yWgzqOA==
https://oralhealthkansas.org/info@oralhealthkansas.org


Last month, Tanya Dorf Brunner marked 15
years as executive director for Oral Health
Kansas. She started in 2009, and while many
things have changed over the years, one thing
has remained the same - she and everyone at

Oral Health Kansas have raised the profile and impact of the
organization in Kansas and across the country.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 
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http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
https://twitter.com/OralHealth_KS
https://twitter.com/OralHealth_KS
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2915638/profile
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2915638/profile
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org



