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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday with oral health,
health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
 Click here to sign up for our Weekly Wednesday Update.

 

June 6, 2018
 Volume 9, Issue 24

CMS Denies Lifetime Limits
 In May, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services (CMS) rejected a waiver from Kansas to set a
lifetime limit on KanCare eligibility to three years.
Following three years on the Medicaid program,
Kansans who depend on KanCare for their health
coverage would be kicked off for the remainder of
their lifetime. CMS administrator Seema Verma
stated, "We seek to create a pathway out of poverty,
but we also understand that people's circumstances
change, and we must ensure that our programs are

sustainable and available to them when they need and qualify for them". This is a significant win for
the oral health of Kansans and guarantees those on KanCare will continue to receive the preventive
oral healthcare they need to maintain their overall health.

  

http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
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Increase in Tobacco Cessation
Services for KanCare Recipients

 Governor Colyer recently signed into law the Fiscal
Year 2019 budget, which included an appropriation of
expenditures up to $350,000 for the expansion of
tobacco cessation benefits in KanCare. Individuals
covered by KanCare are now eligible to receive up to
four rounds of nicotine replacement therapy (NRT)
each year with no lifetime caps as well as ongoing cessation counseling services. This legislation
replaces the previous limitation of one quit attempt per year and the limitation on counseling to
pregnant women. This policy becomes effective on July 1st.

  

 

Join OHK for this sign on opportunity
 The Children's Dental Health Project and Families USA invite

your organizations to sign onto a letter to the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) about the trends we're
seeing in 1115 waivers that could cause harm to children,
families, and communities. Join Oral Health Kansas as we sign
this letter to send a message to CMS, that the oral health
community is concerned about access to oral health coverage
for low wage families and vulnerable individuals. Sign
on here by June 8th.

 
 

Adult Dental Services Added in Virginia
and Illinois

 State legislatures from around the country are recognizing the need
to provide both medical and dental services to their Medicaid
populations.

Starting on July 1, all adults covered by Medicaid in Illinois will be
able to receive periodic exams and cleanings. The legislation passed
states that the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services
will provide adult dental services including diagnostic, preventive,
restorative, and services needed to treat periodontal disease. Read
more here. Virginia legislature voted at the end of May to expand
Medicaid coverage eligibility to more than 300,000 Virginians. Those
who previously fell into the gaps now have access to affordable health and mental health services,
and a limited dental benefit. Read more here.

These efforts would not have been successful without the hard work of a large group of advocates
throughout the states. Oral Health Kansas, alongside our dedicated advocates (like you!), will continue
working toward increased adult dental benefits and the expansion of Medicaid in Kansas.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3JgKRHwcnD4LSoy2bwG8RO48Cad_AqFPb7M7Wnz4qy3BiqvjrcfAFRmG7h9pAvRzE1mSLvsWRIYnM9Fyr6VsSeTp6IIrWAndI0vNTOkrnmALFgjAOLaBOF0UHpagrrHQY-NhsWLOh8k4rmSWX8AbirLI3wUmps0aq4IiblA_YqRGY6MWJ_IRLTDwuIMdIb-LsvakbEAu5GPJQ49Es7MwDIQiLRKJnr7Vat0xm_HOzRuJYDEoPNISvIw9ejzjJ7yruiVU-glnXAm_plQIeViesdstOi6zYezjsK0ddMMFd3D7g8aCWEsvfQaQdU3Eec1A2HSfoJH7voKfDKk86pq9jlByPlRs2v3QZJhZLNG4-1sHhsupfHhcjMIRc4eEopisHV0aHg1XSZxeB5n3Rx8qFX8uwvgtobxPoXsM1DU3xezktkwkaruIb-P5xe7VLysqAAItQCyFRkzoQ5asl6mYFURRJJUXNiQ4HRavGjtsS-14UxKH2iTorf1Pe3H8WiB2AEjTMdVn_JO2IFJji0nl1WSKbUtMGX5uchUC9I0-U7p6JFDZ3neGwpQjcVfeiXtxM1B64NLWrZV3UoQFJbDGoIs7RKjlNQwi3Iu5UjrcCC9FB2XflOS5P37DwKBv4_-K-TtHBfpP6Ydwq1Bw5MF1op595IHqF9pB6AzeC4ClnVgy4DYfxIY9eIpJySoszm5gp2esLhZm3Un2mVlR5DdzFdG9YgqqkE94UdZOH8OET1i0kXP87qqApuZljbSV4-I3Hch&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3Jg7HG7AfL73eQLhXHw1Y9CWLhzha9Jpq_WRFsbQipySXauYnBW_kFcO45tnWunL1SG-S9FjD4NnBDAwiV684yjZAv1GcNMi276zedLIzofkj0=&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3Jg51Wdnc_1zrwIddahLHOBkkZr_uEOa1ljJ54dv-OaOtBMSXxS82Yd2yDPckDpsBSuoHA-P-pKqiCgoCutuqEtwhCF3j4LhbOR16_PLRCtca6iXE4yzvFmht4LOtnnS1gDdn2WFltpt6GI9zmwdHzREm0YL811JRc_ow6j1RJWmRzWmKe4UVXsac9ueno0j8MOWN8xABOEf7xXq2YYZxdGqg6EDrbqRA7YoFq9ynFipK58lz-dG7f1Og==&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3Jgtf0MSJonf2BVoOp0ubg7UYcKqof598ijYnPDyjIkDWnWvzLxbtAY9Q90YfMe_VVKk3SkqenVHXJAE8MsIS1OrCLyyXDqjqhn2u1D-Muqf1sRtBzUaSHv2i1YEGpaevQ0yjcHbfz9S6VgsmUinZYxi4ssz1G0FVohiEbybVPFCc1P045UsInxkqmuafIAX7FDmB70VTOG3dikK9irXE1DgASZWy28QzloUeuwmS24jnVlnGNjU5wuHV7CtNYaw6xTRVXR8M4t5Xo=&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3JgIR8CyykPw0o8YHaFhRe4ZJ4-OJZx0Elux3te0QQJh6MwrCHFsumTt7d5_aKdw82XjRj6SZY-lDttEgRokFNY6OO75xlNxkGAW4x52cvNAEyISM3kV8dXn02IG_AtfxgBeVMHhwD9M9uAk96iTxSlqt2wGjXazKdQ7b7S3tMxNndIGKE0MOnJaYiKEjqt5ZvqD3YiAl561y8pDmt7bpHcxpGjxNT0ahnJ&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
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How do I get involved in this work?
Attend community/candidate forums and ask candidates where they stand on oral health issues
such as increased adult dental benefits.
Contact your state Senators and Representatives and keep oral health in the conversation by
sharing about oral health in your community. 

  
 

 

Congratulations to two former OHK partners on
their big accomplishments!

Former Office and Communications Manager
Caroline Stern graduated from the University of
Colorado School of Dental Medicine on May 25. We

appreciated her time here, and we knew should would go on to be a caring
and compassionate dentist. We are proud of you, Caroline!

On the same day, the University of Colorado School of Dental Medicine
honored Colorado Dental Association Executive Director Greg Hill as an
honorary alumnus. Greg is the former Assistant Executive Director of the
Kansas Dental Association and our former Dental Champions Advisory Board President. He was a
close partner during his time in Kansas, and we are not surprised at all to see how well he is leading
the dental community in Colorado.

Congratulations, Greg and Caroline!

 

Stories Are Needed from People Like You 
 The Alliance for a Healthy Kansas is beginning their community forums to

hear why expanding KanCare is important to you. They want to know what
health issues you are concerned about, such as oral health care and
struggles you have had. 

If you don't feel comfortable sharing your story at the event, you can pull a
staff member aside and share that way. 

 

 

Sugary Drink Display
 What is a Sugary Drink Display? It's our drink display that has 10 popular

beverages and shows how much sugar is in each. We also include some of
our Tips and Tricks fact sheets and brush your teeth mirror
clings! The display is free to use for up to a month, and we reimburse
postage!  

Send your reservation request ahead of time to ensure you will have one on
hold! Fill out this form and we'll get back with you!

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3JgPBW3VVLMfqmtqo8Lw2a5kHyBYWuw_cojQG9bkNC-PK-U_-97cJ_lEu9XYtyrMiez4PC31wcdnOs3o42y_IY3W6DSDLxs2GxWCC5dOetTvIw=&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3JgXif1n-FixeYdVUMGjRP-Hy8MZLQkl-M4dYridbDfFG8VMwZ9_6vl3PIpc-iQhOK0rg7CUbnWlawoRTUi4Dup3E52RK9LZLx8Uc2nD9ftufWhM1zB0W2PvQ==&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkeX5zw4_O3JggigExI9L8Ujm0WqcjE8ElBHRQjLXsTLbL0gLRuLhWkj2ZIp368ZpmvN68ZC_1DWPW5Tp87b7RKqiPgqaBKUL8Mxb4gXIzxmPRF93KKE3d1H24s5wCANQIvQzw7_v9YWQ_rsuNwH1kA_6B5KYs7NPth6I6t6SBN226Ug3EMgK17XFHQeLDU9aTpIRLIL8yE0L&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkdS1Bc84cT2Z558S4DBN31biPDZS-WZOa2iHhprnQsig8K8ju5dfX-4FnvVuTrckns8yZc-0AhI2Cki5HJRILxxrXsrfs2c-1mFZdH-79YiN4wCP2930iiMBtYRBcZ66vVAQthgyRg1TrD6OknZppyM=&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017wGsRI_u4L_IJqsaqELohpwC4RU1qhyTCinQNuGV79PjHkV80NtvkYd7gtEJHyeY6sE8HXHgTZ3SxcG9lZNgSVa-ZOw9lVMIvH6z1IuSRdhU6B3lwNy7i9-IIeIdbRnBsloQje4ncHiGk-lnfsqzpoq4muPsmE0--joGv7Vb93kdqHqS6U-2rEwuzrsQGICYgLzPdnlz5fZa15zn6psNvLQm_JTjDCp1kDbt_FfWc8SrTUpXYpHxxQ==&c=ZmPGLYXLLWelbCPQ9eEq4NcqHvz9adMEkzGBGCzqJVA4Dx8IT1S-Fw==&ch=BEQFwOqcJxKEkeJCf-xhcOBiZeoKVzn32r3JzJlmNLRWqxwwO6Ibuw==
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Follow Us 

 

     
 

 

Oral Health Kansas • 800 SW Jackson, Suite 1120Topeka, KS 66612
 785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 faxinfo@oralhealthkansas.org

 

https://www.facebook.com/OralHealthKansas?ref=search&sid=623558981.1401725344..1
https://twitter.com/OralHealthKS
https://www.instagram.com/oralhealthks/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2915638/profile
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org

