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OHK Participates in Poverty
Conference 
 
A dictionary's definition of poverty --  the state or condition of
having little or no money, goods, or means of support;
condition of being poor.  President Lyndon Johnson declared
war on poverty fifty years ago but in 2014, poverty seems to be
still winning.  Nineteen percent of Kansas children live with
families who have little or no money.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kansas Association of Community Action Programs hosted
the 2014 Poverty Conference July 15-17 in Topeka to educate,
inspire and challenge an audience of 300 community activists
to fight for jobs, housing, safety and a living wage.  Oral Health
Kansas was an exhibitor and participant. Staff spoke with
attorneys, health care providers, directors of departments of
corrections, early childhood specialists, members of state
councils, and families living in poverty. Everyone agreed: good
oral health is rarely a reality for someone who has to choose
food over toothpaste, transportation over a dental cleaning,
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the organizational
capacity of advocacy

organizations. 
 

Click here to read the
article.

 

 
 

Save the
Date...

 
The 2014 

Oral Health Kansas
Conference 

will be November 6-8 
at Wichita State

University. 

 
Sponsorships and
exhibit space are

available. Learn more
about the opportunities

to participate on the
Oral Health Kansas

website or by sending
an email. 

school supplies over a tooth extraction. In real life, individuals
who have little or no money live with toothaches, rotting teeth,
and painful gums. Poor oral health keeps people from
succeeding in school, getting jobs, eating healthy food and
maintaining good overall health.
Learn more about the effect of poverty in Kansas and what
KACAP and its partners are doing about it:
 

Water Fluoridation
Debate in Salina
 
This week an anti-water fluoridation group called "Salina
Cares" presented petitions to the city clerk's office asking for a
public vote on continuing water fluoridation in the city. 
 
The residents of Salina have enjoyed water fluoridation since
1968, but the anti-fluoridation group has been organizing over a
petition drive to reverse the city's long-standing commitment to
this proven public health measure. The clerk's office is in the
process of verifying the signatures. If they are verified, the city
council will determine whether the issue will be included on the
November ballot. 
 
Oral Health Kansas and other advocacy organizations will
follow progress of the possible ballot issue and keep Weekly
Wednesday Update readers posted about any new
developments. 
 

 
 
Information about the value and effectiveness of water
fluoridation are available on the Fluoride in Kansas website. 
 

Traveling Sugary Drink Display
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Reserve our traveling Sugary Drink
Display for your business or event!
Displays are available throughout the year,
and reservations are made for one month
at a time. Return postage is covered by
Oral Health Kansas. E-mail Sarah for
more information or to make a reservation.

If you have an idea, story or suggestion for a Oral Health Kansas Weekly Wednesday
Update please contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.
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