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The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every
Wednesday with oral health, health and policy updates from around the
state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
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2024 Conference on Oral Health
Registration is Now Open!
We’re excited to announce that the hybrid Conference on Oral
Health registration is now open. The full day conference will take

place on Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State University Olathe Campus. The event
provides opportunities for thought leaders to be present in one place and share their
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experiences. We hope our conference will spark inspiration to work towards a healthier
Kansas!
The session topics are below:

State of the State of Oral Health in Kansas
Veterans Oral Health: National and State Perspectives Experts
Access to Dental Care in Rural Kansas Panelists
Integrating Dental Care in Kansas Medical Clinics
Lived Experience Improves Dental Care for People with Disabilities

We will also provide opportunities for poster sessions to be exhibited throughout the day and
open to anyone: students, faculty, practitioners, and other partners in oral and public health.
The Excellence in Oral Health Awards will be honored during the luncheon and exhibitors will
be present throughout the day to showcase their resources and answer questions!

To view the full agenda, click here. Don’t forget to register. You will need to set up an account
through the system to complete registration. If you have any questions during the process,
email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.

CMS Releases Oral Health Cross-
Cutting Initiative Fact Sheet
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has
released its inaugural Oral Health Cross-Cutting Initiative Fact
Sheet. This Fact Sheet shares all of CMS’ current work in
Medicare, Medicaid, and the Affordable Care Act Marketplace

to strengthen oral health care for people, including new medically necessary dental coverage
in the Medicare program.

Overall health and well-being are impacted by oral health, affecting individuals, families, and
communities. CMS is committed to eliminating barriers to oral healthcare as part of our
broader goal of improving quality, equity, and outcomes in the healthcare system. The CMS
Oral Health Cross-Cutting Initiative aligns their programs and policies to better address oral
health needs, leveraging the expertise and collaboration of various CMS centers and offices,
and the fact sheet highlights this important work and accomplishments to date. 

The Oral Health Cross Cutting Initiative, led by the CMS Chief Dental Officer Dr. Natalia
Chalmers, is committed to ensuring equitable access to oral health care, eliminating
disparities, expanding dental service availability, and effectively engaging stakeholders.
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Through the use of data analytics and innovation, this initiative aims to improve the oral
health and wellness of individuals who have Medicare, Medicaid, and Marketplace coverage.
Through strategic partnerships with states, health plans, and providers CMS is dedicated to
expanding coverage, improving access, and exploring new options within current frameworks. 

CMS regularly releases new oral health reports, articles, and other resources. For more
information and to stay updated on all things oral health, please join their Oral Health Listserv
and connect with them at  OralHealth@cms.hhs.gov. 

Back to School Sports
This week begins the first day back to school pictures on social media
and we love seeing them! That’s also a reminder sports season is here.
Instead of reaching for a sports drink to stay hydrated, have your child
drink water. Sports drinks are acidic and usually have sugar in them
posing a risk for cavities. Water is sufficient to maintain adequate

hydration during physical activity. Water with fluoride not only helps your child stay hydrated
but also helps your teeth stay strong.
Also, remind your child to use a mouth guard during physical sports to help prevent damage
to the teeth or mouth. Mouth guards can be purchased at retail stores or personalized with
your dentist. Accidents do happen and here are some tips on what you should do if you get a
tooth knocked out or broken:

Dental concerns for children
A quick guide to dental trauma English or Spanish.
For other oral health concerns, you can find a list of our Tips and Tricks here.

National Nonprofit Day
National Nonprofit Day is commemorated on August 17 each year to
recognize nonprofit organizations’ ongoing efforts to serve the local
community. At Oral Health Kansas, our mission is to improve oral health in
Kansas through advocacy, public awareness and education. We do this by

being present during the legislative session and providing testimony to advocate for increased
dental provider rates, coverage for basic preventive dental care services for adults on KanCare

3/5

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__public.govdelivery.com_accounts_USCMS_subscriber_new-3Ftopic-5Fid-3DUSCMS-5F13230&d=DwMFAg&c=WO-RGvefibhHBZq3fL85hQ&r=kUrFGPqVt7rXAzmn4pF-2bS79RzOY_wAEEfSgoTZrdADAeH2Mt_OTSyfsOI4rQ-S&m=xiK9V6LNQk9e4JjEZXFRqiL1XzRPW8z7StTdZUMs85I96MEVpKIBKwjrh_vWBqIb&s=dMlBlDan0nFDT7iCsR2J7WHqrJAyMl5MOguUh4S-QGQ&e=
mailto:OralHealth@cms.hhs.gov
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Tips%20And%20Tricks/Tips%20and%20tricks-%20Mouth%20Guards.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/FindingDentist/Dental%20First%20Aid%20Chart-English.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/FindingDentist/Dental%20First%20Aid%20Chart-English.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/FindingDentist/Dental%20First%20Aid%20Chart-Spanish.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/index.html
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html


and supporting the expansion of Medicaid in Kansas. We also provide workshops or
presentations on oral health. We have volunteers in the Shawnee County area educating
community members about the importance of oral health.

We want to continue to work hard to help Kansans stay healthy. You can help by making a
donation, volunteer, or apply to join a committee. Visit our website to learn more about what
we do.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

Kansas Vaping ECHO for Education Summit, hosted by Kansas Health Institute. August 28,
9:00am-11:00am CST. Register here.
2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe
Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

Thank you to our 2024
Conference on Oral Health
sponsors! With their
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support, we can bring to you a hybrid event with thought provoking session topics and
speakers.

Delta Dental of Kansas – Platinum
Centene Corporation – Platinum
Health Forward Foundation – Gold Sponsor
United Healthcare – Gold Sponsor
Aetna Better Health of Kansas – Silver Sponsor
Sunflower Health Plan – Bronze Sponsor

We still have sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities open! Click here to view the choices.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 

Copyright 2024
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