
Scan the QR code

or click here to
sign up for our

Weekly
Wednesday

Update.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every
Wednesday with oral health, health and policy updates from around the
state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.

August 21, 2024
Volume 15, Issue 30

Discover New Opportunities at the
Hybrid Conference on Oral Health
This year’s conference agenda was created with you in mind.
Last year’s conference evaluations and feedback that we
received gave several topics about what you are interested in

learning more about. We also have received feedback throughout the year! This all-day
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conference will be held on Friday, November 8 at the beautiful Kansas State University Olathe
Campus. This year we’re excited to have a poster exhibit! This opportunity is for faculty,
practitioners and other partners in oral and public health. Applications are open to anyone in
the dental, medical, or public health fields who would like to present information on their oral
health, medical dental integration project, or other project or research. Learn about the 2025
legislative session, challenges faced by veterans and people with disabilities and what we can
do to make dental care accessible for all. Don’t forget the Excellence in Oral Health Awards
where we recognize Kansans who are doing what they can to help our state have healthy
mouths!

Registration is $125 and includes all sessions and meals. Student rates are $20 and includes
all sessions and meals. Seating is limited. To learn more about the conference, visit our
website

Back to School Brushing
Battles?
School is back in session and everyone is excited!
But some families are feeling the stress of children
not wanting to brush their teeth because they’re
trying to get out the door in the morning. If you’re
feeling that hectic in the morning, wake your child
up even a few minutes earlier. Brushing your teeth
in the morning is an important start to the day,
especially if they are not able to brush their teeth

at school. Brush together, make silly faces while brushing as long as your child is brushing for
two minutes and floss.

Bedtime battles have already started? Toothbrushing can also be one of those battles. Try to
make bedtime routines fun. Have fun and brush your teeth together. You can practice
brushing each other’s teeth. Remember children need to be supervised during toothbrushing
until about the age of 7 and will need help brushing their teeth until they have the dexterity to
do it on their own. You know your child best and can determine when your child can brush on
his own.

Super Smiles for Your Child has several activities to help with toothbrushing battles, oral
health habits as well videos to help children with disabilities brush their teeth.
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Civic Health Month
August is Civic Health Month, a time to showcase the link
between voting and health and celebrate efforts that ensure
each and every voter has the opportunity to support their
community’s health at the ballot box. The initiative seeks to
ensure that everyone, particularly underrepresented
communities, has the opportunity to participate in the
democratic process, recognizing that civic engagement is a
determinant of health outcomes. Civic Health Month is the

perfect time for a civic health “checkup”!

Double-check your voter registration.
Set up election reminders.
Preview what will be on the ballot in November.
Everything you need for your check-up is at http://chmonth.org/checkup To find who your
legislator is, go to https://pluralpolicy.com/open/ and type in your address.

Listen to Lindsay Ford, Executive Director of The Voter Network, on United Methodist Health
Ministry Fund’s Pioneers in Health podcast. This podcast episode explores the importance of
voting to a healthy democracy and building healthy communities. At the nonpartisan Voter
Network, Lindsay and her team provide effective tools and resources to increase voter
participation and make voting easy. Listen to the podcast here

Two Jobs Opportunities in
Kansas
Some of our friends are promoting two job

opportunities you don’t want to miss!

REACH HealthCare Foundation, is a charitable foundation dedicated to improving health
coverage and access to quality, affordable health care for uninsured and medically
underserved people. They are seeking a Director of Health Policy to develop and activate
health policy goals that advance the Foundation’s mission and vision. This role involves
collaboration with executive leadership, program staff, and Board members to implement
policy and advocacy strategies, increase engagement in health equity, and support community
investment priorities. Find more information here.

3/5

http://chmonth.org/checkup
https://pluralpolicy.com/open/
https://healthfund.org/a/pih-5-lindsay-ford/
https://tinyurl.com/22f9w4a3


The Kansas Public Health Association (KPHA), is a professional association dedicated to
promoting and improving population health across Kansas. KPHA is announcing an
opportunity for a dynamic leader to join their team as a part-time Executive Director. They are
seeking a visionary consultant who will play a crucial role in supporting our association’s
growth and enhancing services to public health professionals and the broader Kansas
community. The deadline is August 27. Click here to view the full job description.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

Kansas Vaping ECHO for Education Summit hosted by Kansas Health Institute, August 28,
9:00am-11:00am CST. Register here.
Webinar: Findings from the State of Oral Health Equity in America, September 5, 12:00pm,
CST. Register here.
Webinar: Oral Health and Pregnancy in People with HIV, September 17, 11:00am CST.
Register here.
2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe
Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

In 2013, Heartspring in Wichita was
awarded the 2013 Outstanding
Organization. Heartspring serves
children with disabilities and
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created its’ own oral health care program. Staff was trained and committed to ensuring that all
children served have good oral health and overall health.

Do you know an organization that has made great strides in helping to improve the oral
health of families served? You can nominate them for the Excellence in Oral Health Award.
The nomination deadline is Monday, September 23 at 5pm.

Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
785.235.6039 phone • 785.233.5564 fax • info@oralhealthkansas.org 
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