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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every
Wednesday with oral health, health and policy updates from around the
state and nationally.

To view past issues click here. “LE :
or click here to
sign up for our
Weekly
Wednesday

August 7, 2024 Update.

Volume 15, Issue 28

ot momnseemew 1 Medicaid Adult Dental Coverage
Checker

- Kansas improved again this year in the Medicaid Adult
Dental Coverage Checker! The Coverage Checker is an
interactive tool for policymakers, administrators, and
advocates to better understand where a state’s Medicaid adult dental benefits package falls

1/5


http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://www.carequest.org/Medicaid-Adult-Dental-Coverage-Checker?_hsenc=p2ANqtz--T7TSLfKVE0gx3CBSNZuGsA1x7TkoBXel4nxUbYPaSKYCP45gppGh1hc2bX9fMmrSvENrDemHQ3IUoolPmyEBjSHNwYQ&_hsmi=317099829
https://www.carequest.org/Medicaid-Adult-Dental-Coverage-Checker?_hsenc=p2ANqtz--T7TSLfKVE0gx3CBSNZuGsA1x7TkoBXel4nxUbYPaSKYCP45gppGh1hc2bX9fMmrSvENrDemHQ3IUoolPmyEBjSHNwYQ&_hsmi=317099829

on a continuum from no dental benefits to extensive benefits, helping identify areas for
improvement.

In 2023, the Kansas Legislature provided funding to cover dentures in the Medicaid program.
This new coverage resulted in Kansas’ score on the Coverage Checker increasing from 1 in
2020 to 16 in 2022 and 18 in 2023. The range of scores is 0 to 31.

The Coverage Checker looks at coverage of specific procedures and services, including allowed
frequency, in eight service categories. It displays results that were self-reported by state
Medicaid dental programs in a survey conducted in the spring of 2024. The data represent a
snapshot in time and are reflective of the benefit package in place as of December 31, 2023.
It's important to note that several states have implemented new and expanded benefits for all
adults in early 2024, which are not captured in the Checker. The survey mentioned above was
developed in partnership with the American Dental Association Health Policy Institute (ADA
HPI), Center for Health Care Strategies (CHCS), CareQuest Institute, and an advisory
committee of experts in oral health care and state policy.

Oral Health Kansas and our partners have worked hard to advocate for funding for the Kansas
Medicaid program to cover dental care for adults. Learn more about the current Medicaid
adult dental coverage in Kansas on our webpage.

memnsames | REZIStration Opening Soon!

Registration for the Conference on Oral Health
Friday, November 8th event will be opening soon!
The event will be hybrid allowing participants to
view the sessions online or in person. This year we
are back at the Kansas State University Olathe
Campus.

All sessions will be plenary, in order to ensure
everyone is learning and networking together.
Exhibitors will be available to showcase their resources and answer questions. Something new
this year will be poster sessions! They will be exhibited throughout the day and open to
anyone: students, faculty, practitioners, and other partners in oral and public health. You can
find more information about poster session submissions here.

The session topics are below:

= State of the State of Oral Health in Kansas
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https://www.carequest.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/CareQuest_Inst_Rubric-Assessing-Medicaid-Adult-Dental-Benefits_5.15.24.pdf
https://oralhealthkansas.org/MedicaidAdultDentalBenefits.html
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Conference/2024/2024%20Call%20for%20Poster%20Presentations.pdf

= Veterans Oral Health: National and State Perspectives Experts

= Access to Dental Care in Rural Kansas Panelists

= Integrating Dental Care in Kansas Medical Clinics

= Lived Experience Improves Dental Care for People with Disabilities

The full agenda is available here. Watch for registration to open soon! CE's will be available.

If you are interested in sponsoring the conference or exhibiting, read the details on our
conference webpage.

Celebrating National Health Center
Week

National Health Center Week is recognized the week of August 4 -
10. This week we celebrate and bring awareness to community
health centers nationwide and in our state of Kansas. This year’s
theme, Powering Communities Through Caring Connections, is a
perfect description of what community health centers provide.
Community health centers, also known as federally qualified
health centers, provide comprehensive health services at a free or reduced cost depending on
an individual's income.

Safety net dental clinics also provide dental services. These clinics can offer dental care for
people with KanCare (Medicaid), private insurance, or no insurance at all. If you don't have
insurance, these clinics will charge you less money based on your income. Find a list of safety
net dental clinics on the Oral Health Kansas website and learn more from the Community
Care Network of Kansas

August is National Breastfeeding Month

Recently, Governor Laura Kelly signed a proclamation to declare this month as Kansas
Breastfeeding Month across the state. This month will recognize the importance of
breastfeeding for the health and well-being of Kansans and stress the role Kansans have to
make breastfeeding easier for parents. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
recommends exclusive breastfeeding for approximately 6 months after birth. Furthermore,
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Conference/2024/OHK-24-agenda.pdf
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/Conference.html
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the AAP supports continued breastfeeding, for a
longer period of time. Of course, this depends on
the circumstances of the mother and baby.

Breastfeeding has many benefits besides nutrition.
It can help reduce tooth decay from using a bottle.
) If baby is drinking sugary drinks from a bottle for a
- v "_ long period of time, this can cause tooth decay.
~ Whether baby is breastfed or bottle fed, it is

important wipe the baby’s gums off with a wet

wash cloth after feeding so that nothing stays on
the gums. This simple practice reduces the chance of tooth decay and helps the baby get
ready for toothbrushing.

The Kansas Breastfeeding Coalition provides resources for families, providers and caregivers
to help with breastfeeding.

Upcoming Events

= Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.

= Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

= Webinar: Through the Al Lens: Exploring the Impact of Artificial Intelligence and Augmented
Intelligence on Dental Public Health, August 13 from 2:00pm-3:00pm CST. Register here.

= Save the date! 2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas
State Olathe Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS. Registration opens in August!

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.
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https://url.emailprotection.link/?bjGVcSmshrQTchjMN-Eln0A80edpqBXrMGudsR_QCfEt_fCerj93aRpG8gJzU7Guxpulme2T5Z3xm-R4CptYn8z8wqy_tAxSl7i4KSneq1hF6c_-I_ByehP-g8W1qn4La
https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/info@oralhealthkansas.org

Congratulations to Dr. Sean | AT
McReynolds on being
appointed to the Kansas
Dental Board. Dr.
McReynolds was a member
of the first Dental Champions class, and he is well
known for his long dedication to the Kansas
Mission of Mercy as a key organizer and leader.
Last week he took part in his first meeting of the
Kansas Dental Board. He joins fellow Dental
Champion Davette McCoy on the Board. Congratulations, Dr. McReynolds!

Picture courtesy of Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!
We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us
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