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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday with oral
health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
Click here to sign up for our Weekly Wednesday Update.
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Learn About Dental Insurance Needs At Our
Conference

Oral Health Kansas and the Kansas Health Institute are collaborating together on a study to
assess the dental insurance rate in Kansas. It will look at dental insurance rates, sources of

dental insurance and unmet dental needs. The study results will help to identify future policy
and research implications to continue increasing access to dental care in Kansas. Phillip
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Steiner, M.A., an Analyst at the Kansas Health Institute
will be sharing the findings at the 2020 Conference on
Oral Health.

The days for the online sessions are the mornings of
Friday, October 30 and Friday, November 6. This year’s
conference will feature state and national speakers
discussing vulnerabilities in dental care access and
opportunities for improvement.

Large groups will also be able to participate in the
conference at a reduced group rate. Due to interest
from organizations and dental clinics to register several
staff members for the conference, we developed a
group rates to allow more of your team to learn about
the latest successes and opportunities for improvement
in the oral health of Kansas. The rates are designed for different sizes of dental offices and
for dental and dental hygiene classes.

When: Friday, October 30, 9:00am-12:00pm AND Friday, November 6, 8:00am-12:00pm
ONE individual registration fee will give you access to BOTH virtual session days!

Individual Registration Fees
Single: $60
Student: $15

Group rates

Dental Team Rates
Names and contact information for each attendee will be required

e 2to5-$45 per person
e 6to 10 - $40 per person
e 11 or more - $35 per person

Classroom Rate

Dental and dental hygiene classes of 12 or more people can benefit from the Classroom rate
and get a set of classroom discussion questions to guide conversations based on the
subjects covered during the conference.

$500 + a set of classroom discussion questions

Register for the conference here!
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SUPER SMILES

FORYOURCHILD

A New Resource For Families

Oral Health Kansas has created a new web experience for
families of young children. Explore Super Smiles for Your

Child together to watch funny videos, test your knowledge
with exciting games, and listen to children’s books that will

provide you with great edutainment! Also, check out the special section on oral health for

children with disabilities.

Social Determinants And Oral
Health

Can social determinants of health affect your oral health?
Yes, it can. The environmental conditions that impact a
person’s health are our social determinants of health. A US
National Resource Council and US Institute of

Medicine report highlights three important physical
environmental factors that impact health: proximity to toxic
substances, like air pollution; access to resources, like
grocery stores and health care practices; and community
design, or the built environment. These can affect our oral
health such as cavities and tooth loss.

The North Carolina Oral Health Collaborative wanted to learn more about what factors
impact our health. In North Carolina, where you live can significantly impact your access to
resources necessary to live a healthy life. For example, rural North Carolinians are more
likely to live in food deserts. Poor nutrition and high intake of fast food and other high-sugar,
high-carb foods significantly increases the risk of tooth decay and gum disease. Read the full

report here.
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Make Your Voice Heard, Make An
Impact

There are two important deadlines coming up and both are
opportunities for you to make an impact. The deadline to
complete and submit your 2020 Census is Wednesday,
September 30. Fill out your Census at my2020census.gov or
by calling (844) 330-2020.
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The deadline to register to vote for the general election is October 13. You can register to
vote here. Oral Health Kansas created guidelines to help you get ready to vote!

Webinar: What's Driving The Cost Of
Health Care

The Kansas Health Institute will be hosting a virtual event on
Wednesday, September 30, What's Driving the Cost of Health Care. The
event will feature a panel from Kansas hospital administrators, physicians, pharmacists, and
insurance agencies to discuss what role providers, insurers, and patients play in the cost of
health care.
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Register by September 28 for this no-cost virtual event.

Revisions To Testing Guidelines

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has revised the
guidelines on the testing of asymptomatic individuals who have had
close contact with someone with COVID Infection. Due to the
significance of asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic transmission, this
guidance further reinforces the need to test asymptomatic persons,
including close contacts of a person with documented SARS-CoV-2 infection. You can learn
more about the guidance here.

Job Opportunity

HEARTLAND Heartland Community Health Center in Lawrence,
Kansas, seeks a dental hygienist for their clinic. You can
find the job posting here.

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
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Last weekend two Kansans who
have been important parts of the
oral health and health
community passed away. Reggie
Robinson served as the President
and CEO of the Kansas Health
Foundation. He started work in this position last
December and had begun implementing a new vision
for transforming health in our state. Previously he

Reggie Robinson Marcia Brown

served in leadership positions at KU and the Kansas Board of Regents. He is regarded as

visionary leader in our state, and he will be missed.

Marcia Brown was a loyal and passionate volunteer at the annual Kansas Mission of Mercy.
According to Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation Executive Director Niki Sadler, “You would
have to look quickly because that lady was always on the goa€| escorting patients, running
papers, or heading wherever she was needed next.” She left an indelible mark at the Kansas

Mission of Mercy and will not be forgotten.

Sugary Drink
Display Sanitation

During this time, hand washing
and social distancing is on
everyone’s mind. We want
everyone to have the comfort of
knowing we sanitize our sugary
drink displays. They are wiped

2

%0 E (OUR spmitE

< |.!-|I'|.E:f'5 i -
.k A [ ! 1 lEu'E
- d

down and cleaned off after they have been returned.

Out of an abundance of caution, we are suspending use of the Sugary Drink Display

until furt>~~ ~~*:-~
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