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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE
The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every
Wednesday with oral health, health and policy updates from around the
state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.
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Oral Health Kansas is Hiring!
With a new grant from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Division of
Healthcare Finance, Oral Health Kansas will be launching the “Pathways to Oral Health Project”
to improve dental care for people with disabilities who are covered by Medicaid. The project is
a multi-faceted approach to increase the confidence of dental providers to treat people with
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disabilities with Medicaid coverage and to help make the
dental care experience more comfortable for people with
disabilities.

The Pathways to Oral Health Project builds on the work we
and our partners have been doing together for the past
few years, including the Dental Passport, Project ECHO
educational series, and improvement of Medicaid dental
coverage for adults. 

To help us move forward, we are hiring three new
positions:

Dental Medicaid Facilitator
Education Coordinator
Project Coordinator

Positions will be open until October 23. Visit our website to find the job descriptions and how
to apply.

Grab Your Seat at the Annual
Conference
With less than two months away, our Conference on Oral
Health speakers are gearing up to provide you with an
intriguing conference! Hear from national speakers and from

individuals right here in your own community.

What you need to know for the Conference on Oral Health on November 8:

When you register, you do need to set up an account through Iris, the conference
registration system.
Registration is $125 and includes all sessions and meals. Student rates are $20 and include
all sessions and meals. The price at the door on the day of the conference is $150 for one
registration and $25 for at the door student registration.
The conference is hybrid, but we’d love to see you in person. Take this opportunity to
network with people you have only seen behind a computer.
Parking is free at the Kansas State University Olathe Campus, 22201 W. Innovation Dr,
Olathe, Kansas.
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We encourage classrooms to attend our conference and offer a group rate. Email us at
info@oralhealthkansas.org for information.

To register for the conference, visit our website.

Ask Candidates to Prioritize Dental
Coverage
Last week we shared the deadlines for registering to vote
in Kansas for the November election. Registering is just the
first step in preparing for the election. As you prepare for
the election, you may meet candidates knocking on your
door or at a candidate forum. You can be sure candidates
are thinking about oral health as they campaign for office.

A recent CareQuest Institute poll found that the vast majority of voters support coverage of
dental care through Medicaid, Medicare, and the Veterans Administration.

Nine out of ten voters support including a dental benefit in Medicare
Three out of four voters support offering adult dental coverage under Medicaid

72% of voters support mandating all states to cover Medicaid adult dental benefits
Nine out of ten voters support providing dental coverage for more veterans 

Two-thirds of voters support expanding dental coverage to all veterans

One of the biggest barriers to people getting the dental care they need is having a way to pay
for that care, and insurance coverage for dental care is one of the most sustainable ways to
ensure people can be healthy, happy, and productive. When you talk with candidates this fall,
consider asking them if they agree with voters about the importance of coverage for dental
care. Here are some questions you can ask:

Thousands of Kansans over age 65 paid into Medicare their whole working lives and yet it
completely leaves out the mouth. It’s no surprise that nine out of ten voters want to see this
problem fixed. Do you support including dental coverage in Medicare for our nation’s
older adults and individuals with disabilities?
Medicaid is a vital source of health insurance for millions of children, pregnant women,
people with disabilities, and adults. Kansas now covers dental care for adults in Medicaid,
but many states do not include adequate dental coverage in their programs. Three-fourths
of voters support strengthening Medicaid by offering adult dental coverage in each state.
Do you agree with voters that Medicaid should cover dental care?
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Currently, not all veterans who receive medical care through the VA are also eligible for
dental coverage through the VA. They served our country completely. They deserve
complete coverage. Do you support all veterans getting oral health care through the
VA?

Don’t forget, October 15 is the deadline to register to vote or update your registration if you
have moved. Visit KSVotes.org to check your voter registration status

Board Members Visit Salina
Family Healthcare Center
On Friday, September 20, OHK board members and
staff held their board meeting at Salina Family
Healthcare Center (SFHC) and also toured the Center
to learn about their services. SFHC is a federally
qualified health center offering services for medical,

dental, behavioral, pharmacy, as well as eye care! The Center also is a family medicine
residency program. Their mission captures their two goals of providing healthcare and
educating future healthcare providers: “to serve the community at the crossroads of
compassionate healthcare and professional education.”

Dr. Chuck Abbick was in Dental Champions Class VI, serves on the Oral Health Kansas Board,
and is the Dental Director for SFHC. Along with SFHC CEO Dr. Bob Kraft and COO Ann Feil, Dr.
Abbick shared the history of the Center and their work to be a healthcare resource in central
Kansas. We appreciated Dr. Abbick’ s and the clinic staff’s hospitality.

Attend a KanCare 3.0 Meeting to
Learn About Upcoming Changes
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment will host
educational meetings throughout the state in October so that

Medicaid members, providers and advocates can learn more about changes coming to
KanCare's managed care organizations (MCOs). KDHE staff members will be available to
answer questions and accept feedback from attendees. Spanish language and American Sign
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Language interpreters will attend each session to assist you. Members' family members are
also welcome to attend.

These meetings are not mandatory - you are not required to attend. These meetings do NOT
affect any current eligibility or benefits. Attendance will not affect your eligibility or benefits.

You can find a calendar for the meetings here.

Upcoming Events
Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral
Health: Moving from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for
the course information.
Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic
Individuals and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities:
Practical Considerations for Dental Providers.

Community Care Network of Kansas annual conference, October 9 - 11 in Wichita. Learn
more here.
2024 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 8 at the Kansas State Olathe
Campus, 22201 W Innovation Dr., Olathe, KS.

If you would like to add your event to this list, email info@oralhealthkansas.org.

MaryAnne Lynch Small, BDS, MPH, OHK’s Medicaid
Projects Manager, will be celebrating her 2nd
anniversary with Oral Health Kansas. MaryAnne began
her journey with OHK as a Master of Public Health
intern and then was hired as the Medicaid Projects

Manager to continue the work around people with disabilities and with the
Sedation Task Force that she began during her internship. Her work has been monumental,
and we are grateful to have her expertise on our staff.
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Sugary Drink Display
We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for
reservations. These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools,
library, dental offices, clinics and just about anywhere you see them!

We only have a limited amount so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one.
Click here to learn more about sugary drink display reservations!

Follow Us

Oral Health Kansas • PO BOX 4567 • Topeka, KS 66604 
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